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and grave; the Method went on eaſily and 
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even his earlieſt Days. From his Infaney 5 
be was never known to have been given 
tc any Vice. Of. this he gave a ſingular 
. proof in being able to ſtand the moſt nar- 
tow Search, which buſy inquiſitive Male 
| could make into his Behaviour, even inan 
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ed into one Extravagance or another, In * 
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Oonyiction of ſtronger Evidence againſt 
him in any Caſe, he conld with that For- 
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dee; he remained for ſome Time hid in 
a remote Corner of this Country, till at 
laſt his, Merit becoming. known, a more 
publick Place was caſt up in which he might 
exerciſe his uſeful Accompliſhments to bet · 
ter Advantage. He was Propoſed Candi. 
date for the Weſf-kirk, near Edinburgh; | 


and upon an Application from the 5 


mon of the Pariſh, a Preſentation was grant - 


© 
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ſame Time with that Submiſſion and Res 
gard to the ries! of this Church 
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ö ber of it. 
Every nprejuctiond! pern Irinft kinks 
been ſurpriſed at the Oppoſition was made 
to his Settlement; how that Oppoſition 
| was cartied om, what ill Nature 6d Ma- 4 
| d ted itſelf upon that Oocaſionn 
— was ſhown tots Pate 1 
of the Church by thoſe who pretended the 
greateſt Teal for it: His having accepted - 
ct Preſentation, tho in the moſt unex- 
_ ceptionable Manner, gave great Offence to 
the People; Prejudices were raiſed in their 
Minds, and all their Paffions inflamed by 
thoſs who found their Intereſt in manag- 
ing them: They wanted a Preſentation for " 0 
another; they were entaged when the, 
were diſappointed. Every Art was uſed; 
and the moſt active Induſtry employed to 
get all Intelligence about Mr. Wedderſpoon's 
Conduct; the Reſult of all the Inquiry was, 
| that his Character ſhone the brighter, to | 
wo SE ol his „ Perſecuters. "oh 
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Notwithſtanding this, his Enemies were! ill 
reſolved to oppoſe him, and to have the 
Matter debated. in the then enſuing Genes 
ral:Afſembly,:tho'"there was not the leaſt 
Probability of Tovesbing, the Went 1 
Sentence. Wel 7 IL #15 © 
Amidſt all.this Cooterttion, it lea 
to remove him to the Land of undiſtur 
eld Peace and 'ranquillity. It was believed, 
not: without Reaſen, that the bad Treat- 
ment he met with had: no ſmall- Influence 
in bringing upon him the Diſeaſe of which, 
he died. I don't mean hy this to charge tho 
| Guilt of his Death on all who oppoſed him,. 
People prove many Times the Qccaſions-of - 
more Miſchief than they actually intended: 
But I can make no Excuſe for thoſe who 
triumphed in bis. Death, as an immediate 
Interp ofal of Heaven in their Behalf; this, 
ſhowed their Diſpoſition, and what they 
had not in their Power to do themſelves, 5 
they were pleaſed to think God had done 
for them. How, daring are puny Mortal, ; 
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- whopretend to lead them, whether it i 
all conſiſtent with itſelf, Whether it is ſuen 
at becomes the mild and merciful Religi- 
5 2 Chriſt, and the üben of the | 
. meek and lowly-Jeſus. 11 
his Settlement has made a great Deat. 
of Nolſe, and was very much improved 
fort raiſing the Hue and Cry with which the 
whole Country is now ſt unned, about tlie 
great Oppreſſion and Tyranny committed in 
thruſting in Miniſters upon Pariſhes by Pre- 
ſentations againſt the Will of the People. 
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no good Opinion of their Leal. There is 
never a 7 
| (as the Phraſe is) againſt their Mill; but 
tis very well-known / theſe zealous:Minie 
| ſters have before - hand been tampering with 
the People, and ſpiriting them up to an 
Oppoſition; at the ſame Time it is their 
daily Practice to run down the young Mi- 


in People a Prejudice againſt. all, «cept 
ſack as they themſelves: have a Liking to, 1 
and ſuch as they are ſure will be of their 
Party: So that the true and proper Grier . 
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 terefted Zeal for them, The . Wey gain 
their Affections, be intirely truſted by them, 
and exerciſe a Dominion over them: It is 
not then really the Choice of the People 
that is ſo warmly contended for, as the 
Power of particular” Miniſters; whoſe Pride 
. puſhes them on to make themſelves conſis: 
_ derable. * Miſerable and Da goo en 


Palſibve atlas under Pacing of Zealg are 
made ſubſetvient to Ambition and Reſent: 
ment; whoſe Judgment and whoſe Clioictt 
| pleaded for with no other View, but that 
that Choice and Jodgment may be reſigned 
into the Hands of crafty and deſigning 
Mien. In Caſes where the People have ven- 
tnred to make a Sally from under their Do? 
munion, and to have a Choice different from : 
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upbraideſt none with their folly ;- unto thee 
fo 1 come, unto thee do I pour out my foul, and make 
y requeſts known, in confidence of thy acceptance, fa. 
Vour, grace, and mercy, throngh the merits of Jeſus. _ 
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fore prompted by my own neceſſities, and encouraged by 
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our ſtudy, than thoſe which teach us the diving 
art of contentment: For this of all other virtues 
_ doth moſt renger this world. pleaſant. and 

It - table, and ſo Makes: ug fit for mind winding 


38 that contentment which the apoſtle Faul could 
 fay he had attained, For I haue learned, c. 
The ocgaſioqof theſe words will appear to ally 
2 reads this 2 to habe been ſhortly this {the 
1l;ppians,who had been converted to — "chriſtian 


Faith 5 the labours of Paul and Timothy, (as we 
buave an account Ads xvi. 12.) ſent Epaphroditus 
with a charitable ſüpply of money to Paul; who 


was then in bonds at Rome; wherenpon.Paut: returns 
them this epiſtle by Epaphroditus their own meſ- 
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lil thought it inconſiſtent with the grace of con- 
| tentment to have a ſenſe of any thing uneaſy. or 


ungrateſul in our preſent lot. To be without 
ſiuch a ſenſe would indeed be a Stoical apathy, 
i hich in other words, or by another name, is ſtu- 
nf © pidity) nor contentment, Nor will every deſire, or 


"regular endeavour to better our outward circum- 
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* 1 100% 1 ſaid, The Lord gabe, ants 
Tord taketh away, bleſſed be the: name of the La, 
job i i. 21. The contented man is ſatisfied in his 
own mind, that God defigns all events for his real 
_ . good and welfare; and that his preſent condition, 
all things conſidered in right judgment, is the 
| beſt, moſt proper, and moſt deſirable for Ae He 
Judgeth that God, who deſireth no man fhould pe- 
ſh, who 7s good unto' all, and whoſe tender mercies 
1 by over. all bis works, doth ever in this ſtate of 
probation and trial, with a moſt wiſe good - will, 
ieſign his good, and by methods beſt ſuiting his 
_ Circumſtances and capacity, doth aim to draw him 
to the moſt conſummate happineſs, in the enjoy - 
ment of himſelf, the chief good, throughout the 
endleſs ages of eternit . DH 2576” 
2. True contentment: * that our deſires 
= - 'of worldly goods be low and moderate; and that 
in all our deſigns of bettering our outward condi- 
nion, we indulge not immoderate cares. We muſt 
Not he eager after much, nor ſeek great things fur 
| Kt avs but our deſires muſt be reduced within 
the ; bounds of neceſſity and reaſonable convenĩ- 
ence; or, at leaſt, they muſt not be hot. and ãm- 
petuous after more. To this Faul exhorteth in his 
frſt epiſtle to Timothy, chap. vi. ver. 8. - Having 
Food and raiment, let us therewith he content. Thus 

Jacob formed: his deſires with gteat moderation, at 
his firſt ſetting out into the world, Gen. xxviii. 20. 
F God will ben with me, and keep me in this way: that 
I go, and vill give ne Bead to eat and raiment ta put 
on, ver. 21. ſo that T come aguin to my father's 
 bonſe:in peace, then Gall the Lord be my: God. Co. 
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5 172 5 7 SER MON I ; 1 
© ?not to fepine, but to comport witir our lot, and 
z ſuit our minds to it. If we be rich, contentment 
zuill tell us, that we ſhould get 2 large and 
| bountiful heart, and not let the defire of in- 
Crreaſing our eſtate, anxiety in keeping it, or fear 
of loſing it, bereave us of all true comfort and ſa- 
tisſaction in the enjoy ment of: it. If we be poor, 
wwe ſhould curb. our deſires, be wiſely provident, 
aii erereiſe a vertuous induſtry; beware of need- 
Hef curiofity, and learn to digeſt hardſhips; that 
the ſtraitneſs of our circumſtances may not vex 
us. If we be high in dignity and reputation, we 
ſhould haue our minds furniſhed with ſober 
thoughts, and not ſwoln with vanity, that no 
di ſappaintment may put us in danger of freting 
againſt God. If we be mean and low; Sins, 
_ meek; calm, and lowly ſpirit, not affecting little 
kreſpetts, nor moved by words ſignitying contempt. 
And lin all theſe contlitions it ſhould be a thought 
aceyer preſent witli us, that the Lord'maketh rich, and 
enaketþ;poor ; be bringeth low and lifteth up, 1 Sam. 
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1 8 The truly contented man feels à pleaſure 
and ſatisfaction in the more proſperous circum- 
ſtandes of others, and does not envy the good for- 
tune of his neighbour, Envy is an infallable mark 
of: diſcontent: For every envious man is a diſcon- 
tented man; and every man diſcontent with 
his own condition; is grieved at the good of his 
neighbour; whereas true contentment is always 
A attended with love to our neighbour, which if. 
gqauces us to take pleaſure in his welfare, whether 
de immediately ſhare in it or not? As charity, ſor 
rue contentment, envieth not. 82 c $$} te 8d. 
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J. Contentment᷑ ſhews itſelf in an outward de- 
meanour and behaviour, conformable to thoſa 
gracious diſpoſitions of ſoul already mentioned. 
the firſt place, the contented man will reſtrain · 
his tongue from all unſavoury expreſſions imply- 
ing diſſatisfaction at God's proceedings, in imita- 
tion of whom it is ſaid, that (notwithſtanding the 
loſs of his children and goods in ſo ſhort a time, 
that the ſuddenneſs and other ſurprizing circum - 
ſtances, might well be ſuppoſed to aggravate his 
loſs, and double his grief and ſorrow for them) 
jet be ſiunned not, nor charged God fooliſhly, Job i. 
22. 2. The contented man is ſo far ſatisfied with 
his condition, whatever it be, that he will not uſe. 
any unlawful means, or unworthy courſes to better 
it. He will not make an ungenerous retreat from 
the ſtation God hath aſſigned him; but will rather 
chuſe affliction than iniquity. Though he ſhould 
be in contempt, he will not make ſhipwreck of 
His faith and a good conſcience, to merit the eſteem 
and applauſe of fool iſh men, nor, acquire their fa- 
vour by ſinful and ſordid compliances. He will 
not endeavour to mend his circumſtances by acts 
of injuſtice, fraud or violence. Though he be 
Por, he will not ſacrifice religion, principle, and 
onour to attain riches. When the Roman ſoldi- 
ers, being prompted by the novelty of his doc- 
trine and baptiſm, came to Job» Baptiſt, and ask-: 
dd him, Vbat ſhall we do? John wiſely gives them 
theſe advices ſuitable to their temptations, Luke 
111. 14. Do violence to no man, - neither accuſe. any © 
Fm; and be content with your wages: The licenti- 

_ ous ſoldiers were pinched with the narrow allow- 
ance'of their ſtation, and too apt to ſupply that de s 
fec by violently injuring other people, or by giv:- 
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make our citcumſtances moſt miſerable. Let ns 
then willingly ſubmit” to his wiſe diſpoſal of us, 
and pray to Him, that be may ſave us from mur- 
muring at his diſpenſations. VO 

2. The conſideration of the relations God ſtands 

in to us, will afford us another leſſon whereby 

we may learn contentment. God is our maker; 

and therefore all that we are, have, or can do, 

are infinitely more his than our own; and is it 
not lawful for him to do what he will with his 
awn? Vo unto bim that ſtriveth with bis maker ;, 
ſhall the clay ſay to bim that faſhioneth it, What | 

. makeft thou? as it is expreſt Ja. xlv.'9. And as 
we are his creatures, ſo we are his children, and 
we all profeſs to believe, that. he is our merciful 
and reconciled father in Chriſt ' Jeſus; if then 

earthly parents, being evil, know how to give good 
gifts unto their children, how much more ſhall our 

father which is in heaven, know how to give good things 
to them that ask bim, Matth. vii. 11. © 
3. If we conſider God's promiſes, they will 
teach us contentment. We find the ſame motive 

to contentment uſed by the apoſtle to the Hebrews, 
chap. xi11.' ver. 5. Let your converſation be without co- 

_ vetouſneſs, and be content with ſuch things as ye have; 
for be hath ſaid, I will never leave thee nor forſake' 
thee: And if we can lay claim to his ſpecial love: 

and favour, we may aſſure ourſelves, that all 
things ſhall work together for our good. God is 


* 


faithful who bath promiſed. 


* 


2. If we reflect upon ourſelves, we'll ſee much 


* 


reaſon for contentment: Let us conſider what 
we deſerve. Pride and ſelf-love are indeed of 
all things the moſt fruitful ſources of diſcontent; 


but ſhould we rightly eſteem, and july value - 
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urſelves, any thing would ſeem good enough for 
s, who deſerve nothihg but evil, ntohing bur 


et n 
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nur. 
andes 
rer; s duly conſideted, would ſerve to teach us con- 
do, 
er; Ins. We have all things neceſſary for life and god- 
ness. We (to whom nothing is due) have not 
as nly goods abundantly ſufficient to ſatisfy our 
Thoughts above the ſenſe of all ſublunary things. 
en Niethinks then we have infinitely more rea on 
od 70 fpend our breath in acknowledging. God s 
eive all things, than to murmur and be diſ- 
content, although we were in far worſe circum- 
eaſt of God's mercies, as it is expreſt, Cen: 23%i1. 10. 
2. We will find another ſource of arguments 
on partichlar condition with the general ſtate 
of men in this world. Are not men born to 
oben * bi ur, we are in efted diſ⸗- 
ae be now e and ftoüple are | inſeparable. 
$1 companions, All ages from tender infancy to 


eby tion, chapter iii. verſe 39. Every thing about 
Sit 
reſent wants, but hopes able to raiſe our 
ful t 3 
goodneſs to ns, from whoſe mere bounty we re- 
ances than we are, ſeeing we are leſt then the 
to excite us to contentment, if we compare dur 
. , / . 265 © IE 
leaſed that we are men. Thie life of man an the 


We decrepit old age, and all conditions of life, from 
him that ſways the ſceptre, to the poor labourer 

Who toils with the goad, me attended with ma- 
very great diffculties and inconveniencies in- 1 
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world in far worſe. circumſtances” than we, Who ⁶ 
would even account themſelves. happy if they 
were as we are. Let me ſuppoſe all the pas, 
2 word all the calamities incident to mankind, 38 
the effecls of our firſt parents fin, gathered rb, 


\ | 
4 * 
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into one great heap,' to be equally diſtributed, 
by giving every one an equal ſhare; I'm pering Y 
ed that tl e greateſt part of mankind would think | 
"themſelves in a worſe condition after fuch an - 
equal diſtribution, than they were in formerly: 
Let us compare our prefent circumſtances wich 
thoſe of other men, and we will eaſily find forge 
who labour perhaps under a greater degree of that 
very trouble which we complain of, ad boye a) 
ſio another of a worſe kind joined to it. But th 
great ſource of diſcontent is, that we always 
Compare ourſelves with thoſe who are moſt prot- 
perous; and. this is our miſtake, that we never 
take into the account thoſe who are more un- 
happy and unfortunate than ourſeIves ; which if 
wee Would bear paihs to do, we would have no 
reaſon to fay, there is no, ſorrow like our ſorrow. 
|» 4. The ſhortneſs and uncertainty of our liyes 
4 may teach. us contentment. We ate to lock up- 
on ourſelves as pilgrims and ftrangers in this 
| world, travelling ts a better couttry. Now a 
traveller will be content with his accommodati- -.' 
ons b) the way, however bad, encouraging himſet 
with che hopes of bettet wien he comes to the I 
© end of his Journey, and to bis N | 
not we then to be fatisfied with ohr lot in this ⁵ 
world, ſeeing our whole life hers [ears inf nitely 
e, os "els 
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* and laftly, The chriſtian religi 


deligns nothing elſe by his aMidting difpenſat?- 
ons cowards us, but our reformation, real good and 
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than the ſhorteſt Journey on earth; 
Whole life” 10 Then, as our life is ſhokt, aiid-con- 
 ſequently the enjoyment of preſent things of ſhore 


ears” to gur 


continuance, ſo we can carry nothing hence; ati 
from this conſideration Paul perſuades to Content- 
ment, 1 Tim. vi 7. 8. For 1, brought "nothing "1 
_ this world, and it 1s certain we can! carry nothing 0 


it; and having food and raimint, let us therewith | 
5 be. content, _ | 131 


* VA & 100 


F. I might. here argue. From! the hopes of in · 


world, than we can expect in this; for, N 
bur Tight Mick ions here on earth which laſt Vat 


moment, in reſpect. of eternity, are not worthy, to af 
WE nes mentioned in the ſame day, with that 


"eternal weight of glory that waiteth for us, and to VP 
© Hopes wbajesl the Auriſtian feli gion calls 1 
6, I might. argue from the folly and ma 
"eſs of dilcobtent for by murmuring and > Us 
content we only. 'of fend God; and as we encreaſe 
our guilt by it, ſo it is the high way to provo bs 
him to. 2 geravate and add to our affliction, w 


advantage. By our diſcontent we a@ juſt fuchs 


part as the 9 7 "bird caught. in the fnare of the 


*fowler, whic its fluttering and ſtruggling to 
eſcape, only Dy 1 and aten itfelf the 
cloſer; de atience and contentment makes 
our troubles 6225 and ſupportable, and is the 
_ readieft way to Re Zea) 7 removed If at oo. 
Who ſent them only for our trial. | 28 


cepts and vers 1 and 2 before u 
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f better things promiſed to, ug in another 
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the brighteſt patterns for our inſtruction in this 


great leſſon of contentment. I might here adduce = 
Job, - who did not repine when he got the news. 


.of the loſs of his children, ſervants and goods in 


6 


one day. Eli, who ſubmitted himſelf to Provi- 


dence when he heard the ſad meſſage from God 


by, the mouth of Samuel, denouncing ruin to his 


Family, and contentedly received the news of the 
death of his two ſons, who both fell in the field 


V3 % 


of battle in one day. David, who eyed the pro- 


vidence of God: in all the troubles that befel him, 


when he was perſecuted by wicked Saul and his 


own. unnatural: ſon 4bjolam; and Paul, who con- 


tentedly bore, yea gloried in the hardſhips, troubles, 


wants, dangers, and perſecutions he flered. for 


thechriſtian religion, and the teſtimony of a good 
conſcience. But not to mention more, let us con- 
Iider the example of our bleſſed Lord and Saviour » 
Jeſus Chriſt, that great pattern of all grace and 


| PSS. af + + 5 ; er F 190 34 . 
Perfection, who, though, be was rich, being Lord 


EP SLING FH of 1 TT 
#4. *54 led A mean life; he Was ca 
mean carpenter; and even in th 
F be miniſtiy, he had not where to lay bis bead: 


# 


Yet, potwithſtanding all he $a or ſoflered for -| 
Hur ſakes, which was more than 'topgue can tell, 


& 


Hr heart conceive, he chearfully ſubmitted to the 


at * 2 


the leaſt expreſſion ſignifying diſcontent, but al- 


ways demeaned himſelf like one who had. been 
Tent into the world to do his F ather's work, to 
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of all things, the earth. and the fulneſs thereof of 
hr belonging to him, et willingly for our ſakes 

became poor. He was born in a' low condition, 
led the ſon of a © 


he time of his 


Will of his heavenly Father, and never uttered 
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his ſteps, as well as purchaſed pardon and falvation 
for us by his death and ſufferings. Thus, if we conſi · 
der the infinite juſtice, power u iſdom, and goodneſs | 
of God; if we refle& upon his good and gracious 
promiſes, and the relations he ſtands in to us as 


'- our Almighty Maker, and reconciled Father; if 


'- contentment. 


we take a look of our own vileneſs and -unwor- 
thineſs; if we compare our own circumſtances 
with the general ftate of men in the world; if 
we reflect upon the ſhortneſs and uncertainty of 
our Hives; if we raiſe our thoughts to the con- 
templation of theſe great and good things that 
are reſerved for us in another world: if we ſeri- 
ouſly conſider how fooliſh and mad a thing dif}. 
content is, and obſerve the example of our Lord 
and Saviour; theſe things will afford us many 
_ uſeful and excellent leſſons, whereby we may learn 


Let us then lay afide every weight, and the ſm of 
diſcontent which doth. ſa eafily beſet us, and let ns 
run our Chriſtian race with contentment, looking 
unto Jeſus his bleſſed example. May the ſame 
fleſus by his Spirit teach us, in whatſoever ſlate 


Ve be, therewith to be content. 


And to him, with the Father and. the Holy 
. Spirit of all grace, be aſcribed, as is moſt due, 
all glory, honour, power and praiſe, both now 


and ever, Amen. 
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And abooe all things hace fervent charity _ 
among yourſelves; for charity ſhall co- 
ver _the multitude of ſin t. 


Do * * * ., a ny, — 
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NAIN are all theſe ſchemes of religi- 
on which inſpire their voraries to 
promote their intereſts with terrors, 
chains and puniſhments; ſuch en- 
gines of reformation, though they 
8 affect the outward man, and make 
it all their proſelytes hypocrites, can never enlighten ' | 
4 the underſtanding, nor convince the mind. Be- 
| ſides. no weaſonable man can ever allow himſelf þ 
!' to think, that God is the author of a religion 
which ſtands in need of fire and ſword, and all 
the other inſtruments of cruelty, to eſtabiſh the 
profeſſion of it, and make it be received by the 
world: Nor can he perſuade himſelf that the pro- 
moters of ſuch a religion act by a divine impullſt 
| - "OF. 
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from n of gc 
ghever be authoriſed by the God of 


E 
Alt has been always accounted a good argument 
of the truth, divine authority, and excellency of 
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niſſion: For men ean never have autliotri 
the fo 


untain of good to do evil 3 «they can 


ture others into a profeſſion of faith, which can 
be only acceptable * hen it Proce eds from the 


the world without being. backed by force and 
violence: For had not our holy religion been in- 
finitely preferable to any other that prevailed in 
the world: before its appearance, it would never 
have made its way through Paganiſm, with that 
_ . amazing progreſs and activity. Its victories were 


the victories of. reaſon, unaſſiſted (yea even op- 


| Poſed fot the ſpace of three hundred years) by the 


orce of human power; and they were as gentle 


as the triumphs of light over darkneſs. The 
ſudden reformation chriſtianity made among man- 
kind was frequently, and very juſtly boaſted of 
by its firſt apologiſts. And as the firſt chriſtians 
were not .compelled to make ſuch a profeſſion; i fo 
the ir behaviour and manner of liſe declared to the ; 
_ - world; that it was the effect of à rational con- 
viction, and that they firmly believed what they 0 
proſeſſed; for they lived in the practices of all 


* : 
V 5 YEN 
7 N , 


then reckon'd the badge of chriſtianity; and which 


all things have. fervent charity among yourſelves, - 
The apoſtle. had ſaid in the foregoing verſe, 


. The end f all things is at band; be-ye therefore ſober 


and watch; unto prayer; and in this venſe he adds, 


Above all een, oharity among e Nr 
9 n 


which 
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I am now to diſcourſe of from theſe words, Abẽ,n 
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_ Nay, that al 


ſential part of chriftinaiey; and "thine no ads of 
ſobriety, no 255 60 can 3 for the want of it. 
other things are 


which is abſolutely neceſſary. This is agreeable” | 
to the doctrine of the apoſtle Paul, who tells us, 


1 Cor. X111. 1, 2, 3 Though I ſpeak with the tongues 


of men and of angels, and babe not charity, I am 
become as ſounding bra 5, or a tinkling cymbal. And 
though I bave the gift of prophecy, and under ſi and 

all myſteries, and all knowledge , and though I have 
all faith, ſo that I could remove mountains, and haue 
10 charity, Tam nothing. And thougb 1: beftow all 
goods to feed the poor, and though I give my 


body 1 be burned, and have not charity, it profiteth ms 


bu 


Above all e have e e 72 1 


| : yourſelves. < ANT 


ir eg from this worth, l ſhall endea- 
vour, through divine aſſiſtance, I. To give ſome 
account of charity; or, to ſhew what 1 is bona oy: 


2 fervent charity in the text. Wh to 5 


itſelf by 


II. I ſhall mention ſome arguments t to > improve 
and ſtrengthen all tendencies in us to charity. 
As to the frf thing propoſed, - which was, To ; 

ive ſome account of charity. It may be thus 
eteribel, vx. a ſincere love to God evidencing 
ſuch an habitual good-will to all men, 


as diſpoſes us to wiſh well to, alliſt and relieve ” 


them. 
According to this deſcription, chaotic compre- 


| hends in it theſe following things. 


- $54 
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I. A ſincere love to God as the fpring and prin- 


| ciple of our love to our chriſtian brethren. Love 


to our fellow: chriſtians naturally flows * 
* | „. 


2 


ef no value, and 
can be no way we ee to hs if we want charity, 


a 8 6 
— . 1 
, 
love 
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zs are of the ſame denomination among religiqus 


0 
- 
N N 
* 
oy ; 


"> of 1 Pet. iv. 8. 


\ 


to God, and is inſeparable from it, according 
to the reaſoning of the apoſtle John, 1 ep. chap. v. 


verſe 1. Every one that loveth bim that begat, loveth 


a Bin alſo that is'begotten of bim. This principle diſtin- 
guiſhes true chriſtian charity from that love to a per- 
which is founded upon ſecular intereſt, as when 


were love thoſe who are rich, kind to us, and ca- 


pable of doing us ſervice; or when we love fürn 


parties, and of the ſame opinions with us: The 


very worſt of men are capable of, and do actually 


exerciſe this kind of love; but the pau indowed 
with charity loveth his brother becauſe of hi 
relation to God, and becauſe God commands him 


0 to do, 1 Fobn v. ver. 2. By this we know that we 


Dis commandments. © As if the apoſtle had ſaid, This, 


and this only evidences the truth and evangelica 


nature of our love to our chriſtian brethren, that 


we love them becauſe they are children of God, 
becauſe his grace appears in them, and his image 
is ſtamped upon them, and becauſe God commands 
us to love them; and not merely upon any ſecular 


account. The ſame apoſtle gives us to underſtand 
that as every one who loveth God, loveth alfo his 
brother, ſo every one that hateth his brother, is 
utterly void of the love of God. 1 John iv. 20. 4 a 


man ſay love God, and hateth bis brother, he is a har, 


for he that loveth not bis brother whom be bath ſeen, 
| how can he love God whom be bath not ſeen? We 
profi table unto his neighbour. Our goodneſs: ex- 


tendeth not unto the Almighty, but to our fellow, 1 


creatures upon the earth. Love to God may be 
compared to a tree of which love to our brethren 
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the fruit 5 and as the tr known Wen 
1 unleſs we ſhew love. pon Payee to men, in 
vain do we pretend to love God. To love God 
and hate our: 9 are as inconſiſtent as to lote 


and hate the ſame thing, at the "___ time, and 


2. Charity comprehends . ſuch an habit « -good- , 
neſs, or benevolence in the ſoul, as diſpoſes us to 
wiſh all good to others in all their capacities in 
teſpect either of their ſouls, their bodies, their 
reputation, or their eſtate. From this it appears, 
= c is not to be taken here in the ſtricteſt 
gnifies charity to the poor properly 
[ms giving. Charity is a vertue ©: 
wes all, Aud, not of the. bands. Gifts and alms 
ate the expreſſions only, not the eſſence of this 
vertue. A man may beſtow great ſums on the 
poor and indigent, or, as the apoſtle Paul expreſ- 
les it, 1 Cor. xiii. 3 he may beftow. all his W 5 
7 ed the. poor, — being charitable; and, on 
1 ther hand, a man may be b „ when he 
is not able to beſtow any thing. poor man 
Wa bas this e 8 frame of Fae is as — — 
Fahy to the reward of this vertue as he -who 
Fog a college Io 3 God, — 2 know- 
eth the diſpoſition of our grac nes 
the will for. the deed. Here then, # Ws 
I. Charity diſpoſes us to wiſh all good to the 
ſouls of others; and ſurely he who doch not ſo, 
cannot pretend to the alt ſpark of charity. 
Thoſe precious things which Chriſt thought-worth : 
the ranſoming with his | own blood, may ſurely 
e challenge our kindneſs. and god . z 
and; deb eee 4 we e do nay pans: one another, 
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for the ſame reaſon. _ To 


ue are far from obeying that command of loy 


| 0 
4 


de 


blameable, not only for our want of charity ro 
other men, but alſo for want of that reaſonable 
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Clarity teaches as te Ati cha pat law, th 
apo ames calls it chap; ii. 8,) Thou halt 


tle Fame: t chap; il. f Kalt 
nei Five as thyſelf; which we may then 


love t 


. 


in the molt ſtrikt and proper ſenſe of the words 


be ſaid to do, when. we firſt place ourſelves in 
82 bbour's flead, ans den learn to loyoliing, 


niidering what degree of love and good-will, . 


forbearance and forgiveneſs we might, under that 
change of circumſtances, challenge from him. This 


the apoſtle Faul makes the ſum of our whole duty 
to our neighbour, Rom. xiii. 9. As this rule 16 


moſt comprehenſive, ſo it is moſt plain and ealy, 


fitted. for all occaſions, and adapted to the capge 
city of every one under whatever circumſtances, 


*Tis fit to obſerve, that the love of ourſelves, 
Which is here ſer as the meaſure of that to our 


neighbour, is to be underſtood to be that rea- 


ſonable love which men ought to have, and which 
all men, who are ſenſible of the worth of their Nr 


own ſouls, will certainly have for them: 8 
fore, tho a man fail of that due Iove he owes his 
own ſoul, yet his neighbour bath not thereby ſor- 
feited his right; he bath ſtill a claim to füch 2 


degree of our love as is anſwerable to that which 
we ſhould have to ourſelves. Our deſpifing ous 


V 
1 


own ſouls will not, abſolve us from charity to 


highl 


— 


other mens; but, on the contrary, we are 


ſelf. love which ought to be the meaſure of it. 


=. 


That other command which enjoins us to love 


another as Chriſt loved us, furniſhes us wich* © ® 


another ; plain r ule aud ſtandard, whereby to mea- 
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Piate their ſins, t 
their offended Maker, and to purchaſe for them 
All heavenly graces and ſpiritual bleſſings, that 
they might be made truly wiſe and good, and 
meet to be partakers of that heavenly inheritance 


24 
1 

pe 

Ft | 


appears from this, that he laid down his life to ex- 
hat they might. be reconciled to 


which he hath promiſed to beſtow upon all ſach 
as exerciſe a lively faith in himſelf, and repen- 


tance toward God. If then we be indowed with 


true charity to others, if we love as Chriſt loved, 
and as we do, or ought to love ourſelves, we will 


earneſtly deſire that all men ſhould come to the know- - 
edge of the truth, that they ſhould repent of their 


fins, and believe in Chriſt, that they ſhould attain 
fo that purity and holineſs here, which may make 
them capable of eternal happineſs in the full en- 
r PoooTOoITTTT 
is needleſs to obſerve, that thoſe are 9 00 5 
ther void of charity, who wiſh not only the fin, 

bat the damnation of others. I is moſt ſyrpri- 


fing, that any who has a ſoul can be ſo cruel to 


another man's, as to wiſh this. It would perhaps 


be thought incredible, did not ſome perſons take 


pains to perſuade and convince us of it, by their 


words and horrid imprecations. If we may believe 
themſelves, when they ſuffer any injury, they ſeem 
to make it their only comfort, that their enemies 

will damn themſelves by it. This temper of mind 


is unchriſtian and deviliſh. He that is of ſuch a 


-diſpoſition cannot pretend to be a diſciple of 


Chriſt, who was grieved at the fins and miſeries 
F men, whoſe whole life diſcovered an earneſt 


deſire for their temporal, ſpiritual, and eternal 
welfare, and who prayed with his laſt breath for 


his 
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Lire dur charity to others. Chriſts love to en 


on 1 Das: | iv. . 8. 


_ his 6 To wiſh damnation. to *. 4 

directly contrary to the whole ſcope of that Steat 
chriſtian precept of loving our neighbours as cur. 

ſelves: For certainly no man that. believes there 
zs ſuch a thing as damnation, wiſhes it to himſelf; 
let him be never ſo fond of the ways that lead wi 
t, yet he ,wiſhes.,thar may not be his journeys 
end though he cares not to live the life of the 
Tighteous, yet he defires that his Iaſt end may be like 
117 and therefore, by that rule of ee he 


Thould with. es ſame good, to his neigt ours 


1 Woh 11 

5 Charity. Ailpoſes us to "th all ; good to the 
2 12 of men, to wiſh them all 527655 and, wel. 
7 fare... We are generally tender enough of our 
own- bodies z, we dread the leaſt harm that can 
befal them; we deſire to enjoy. a confirmed 
ſtate of health, and, when it is impaired b y ABy 
accident, we deſire to have the. ioftpagte — . 
moved. Pe bags to the fore mentioned 

recept, Wwe mult. extend our tenderneſs to; othexs. 
f we, be charitahle, we'll. wiſh. nothin 1 be. 
fal another Which we apprehend May; 
ful and grievous to him, or prejudicial to. -» 3 
_health and, conſtiturion; 3 Hr, leſs wall we. with 


Nis Heath, ee TM 
3. We muſt wiſh an good. to. our neighbour 3 
HR of & of bis Fe ee We wiſh our ow 
riving in the world; we deſire to ſucceed in 
our deſigns and enterpriſes; 3 now, we can never. 
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i SERMON UL 5 
4᷑§.. The fame may be ſaid with reſpect to our 
nei :hbour s credit” and 3 Every one 
A es to be well thought of, by thoſe at leaft 
whoſe opinion he Mean 4 Gur ove to ourſelves 
| onghr to be the meaſure of our love to dür 
neighbour in this caſe alſo. We muſt wiſh to 
Bo! _ neighbour's 8 reputation flouriſh. in Ne 
wor $10 hh 
But further, charlty' will excite and ſtir u 
dur prayers for others. We are of ourſelves = 
potent, feeble creatures, unable to'beftow — 5 
where we moſt wiſh them; therefore, if we 
Indeed defire the good of others; ue will ſeek. i 4 
on” their behalf from him E. . is the author 15 
of every good and perfect gift. This is ſo | 
ſary a part of charity, wap \Firidur it our Kind. 
neſs is but an inſignificant thing, and a kind 


_ bFempty complement: For how, can he be be- 
2 Leved to wiſh well in earneſt, who will not thus 


9 


t. life and efficacy into his-wiſhes, by formin 
them into rayers, which will otherwiſe be va 
Bey fruitleſs. The apoſtle Paul thought not fit to 

Neve men to their bare wiſhes, but exhorts, tha 
ſwpptications, prayers, and giving. me? be "mai 
"all men, 1 Tim. ii. 1. Which'precept all that 
have this true charity of the beart wall readily 
conform to. And upon this account the poor 
charitable man is much better than a rich man 
who is uncharitable : For the poor man, Who has 
this charitable frame of mind, who wiſhes all 
00d to all men in all their capacities, though he 
| 2 not capable to affiſt or relieve, any one per- 
On, yet he can turn his good wiſhes into earneſt 
Prayers to Almighty God, who heareth the prayers 
0. the * in heart. The apoſtle James hy wing 
* ys, 


os 5 17 9941 et. iv. J 2 
E A? the Fi Tk NE 
705 and the 


nd f . © we wiſh. Ay to igri 
_  aetted and concerned, have 2 real grief 
| —— to ſee any it miſery, and that ert ; fo 
8 of he ſuffering. Thus, for in- 
| Rance, if we keep that great rule of 1 5 our 
veigbbour as ourſelves fill in our ey 13 
ti it; as we are heartily vered 1 iy, fall i 

to Zrace, and if there be any N wr 
biet) left in us, we feel the deepeſt ſorrow. 704 
compa of: art when we fall into any great 


15 to like af; nin us: de ei © 1 
Hur neighbour's n 0 % We: wil 1 be ſotr 
DE | haras er. 


2 anhot a ally eſs blk 50 3 85 
85 is We | accompliſhed in thele k 8 
fo ph by true, , J 1 


Paul, Rom. xii. 15. Rejoice with them that rejoic, 
and weep with them that weep. We are joyful when 
we are in proſperity, when we acquire riches, . | 
when we ſee ourſelves raiſed” to ſome place of x= | 
. preferment which we defired and if we be wiſe, = 
And truly love ourſelves as we ought, we'll re- 

| Joice to obſerye, that we are daily making pro- 

_ preſs in ſanftification, to find our faith and other 
graces daily improving, and receiving more 
{ſtrength : Thetefore, according to the royal law 
of charity, the charitable man takes pleaſure iu 

is_neighbour's welfare, whether he immediately 
ſhare in it or not, Charity envieth not, 1 Cor. xiii. 

. but rqoiceth to ſee others advance in purity and 

holineſs; to ſee them in health and proſperity, and 
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| of a good character in the world. "But, 
3. As charity comprehends in it ſuch an habit 
of good-will and benevolence in the ſoul, as dif- 
| Poles us to wilh all good to others in all their 
Capacities, Jo, where-ever this benevolent prin- 
 Ciple is, it Will diſcover itſelf by a readineſs to 
Z falt and relieve. all men, eſpecially thoſe who 
_ Hand in need of our help, according to gur abi: 
Iities. This latter may be called charity in the 
Actions, as the former part may be called charity, 
in the affections. It has been already obſerved that 
charity is not here to be underſtood in the ordinzz 
Ty N in which ſenſe it gives only the 
idea of ſaccouring the poor and indigent ;. for 
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dis would make it a vertue of the rich and wealthy | 
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only dor the apoſtle F, J Cor. Ait. 2 fe 
Though T below all my goods t6 feet the poor, "nd 
Habe not charity, it profiteth me nothing. He who 
; nid > Won 0 OBE ab r 87 WA 4d EE 0's 1} 6 
ua inſpired by him who knows. all hearts, pro. 


nounces this vertue to conſiſt in the e 
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55 on I 1 Pet. iv. 3. 37 
e ** nt th the | flott of the hte 
 hevertheleſs chatitable Bib are the only i- 

dence men can have of our charitable diſpoſiti- 

bn. Every charitable man will ſhow his bete 
volence by his beneficence, where-ever he has power 
or opportunity; elſe how can we know that ti 

- ther his wiſhes or prayers are ſincere ? Nay, 

the apoſtle John, 1 Johy 111.18, tells us, 1585 it 2 

the lovitig in deed that muſt approve our bea | 

_ fore God. M little ebildren (ſays he) let 155 * 

Lobe in word, neither in tongue, but in died did in 

| truth, and Bereby ve know that ve are of the truth, 
<2 ell nigh Beat, 5 * 
way then by which we mul oo the ſincerity ot 

our love or charity, is by good and charitable 
actions: For though good-will is indeed the om 
of charity, yet it r 90 6 under ground, and out 
of ſight, we cannot conclude its being and life, 

Wet viſible fruits of beneficence, and the 2 


tual performance of good and kind offices to 
perſons whom we love. Charity it kind, faith the 
apoſtle Paul, 1 Cor. xiii. 2 As for kind words, 
they are at beſt but the leaves of charity vFY 12 
kind offices, our aſſiſtante and relief to thoſe 
need it, and whenever we have an opportunity 
to give it; theſe things, 1 fay, are the real fruits 
of charity, by which? its ſincerity i is demonſtrat- 
ed. Thus, tis eaſy to ſay, 1 love, or with well 
to a man; for many are laviſh ei ph of ſuch p 
teſtations, who yet think that words lay no bonds 
upon them: But if when ati eben of doing 
bim good is offered, we decline q * id a ture evi- 


_ [dence that charit e not in the heart N el 7 
ſign in the place of chal Wis I 
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and being alone, or by itſelf, as he ſpeaketh ver. 
17. it in dead; ſo may we ſay, charity without 
Works is dead, as dead as the body Which lies 
lifeleſs and breathleſs, after the ſeparation of the 
ſoul from it. As in Chriſt Jeſus @oply that 
faith availeth which worketh by love, as it is ex | 
© Preſt, Gal. v. 6. ſo only that love or charity is 
pleaſing io God, and can be profitable to our 
own ſouls, which worketh and expreſſeth itſelf by 
charitable actions, and by an outward behaviour 
. conformable to that gracious diſpoſition of ſou]; 
for nothing leſs. will deſerve the Name of fervent 
or ardent charity ſo powerfully recommended in 
the tert. The apoſtle James ſpeaks, very plain- 
A and elegantly to this purpoſe, James 1: 15, 16. 
#7 7 a brother or ſiſter be. naked, and deſtitute of daily 
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Iod, and one of you ſay unto them, Depart in peace, 
be ye warmed and filled ;. notwithſianding.ye give them 
© wottheſe things which are needful for the body, what 
_ doth it profit ? This ſhows. that God requires the | 
. outward expreſſions of charity, Where we have 
; ability and opportunity, as well as the inward 
Principle of benevolence in the foul z he lays it as 
a duty * us to do good offices as well as to 
have good. will to one. But this will further ap- 
pear by diſtributing charity in the actions, as We 
Jid charity in the affections, in relation to; the 
ſouls, the bodies, the eſtate, N EPESHAR of 
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i ly and active charity, opportunities to exert itſelf. 
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means, than to keep before our eyes that grand 


Izman's condition, and conſider EY 
vat favours in that caſe thou mighteſt fairly and 
I juſtly expect from him, and be thou ſure to deal 


| N <# ˙ ent i gw 15 *>, „ 
en k F. ,, a 
I. then, As tothe ſouls of others. The incom- 
rable value of the ſoul doth challenge our moſt 
ervent charity. As the unſpeakable and eter 
happineſs or ry of the precious. and immor- 
tal ſbul in heaven or hell, do infinitely exceed thi 
greateſt temporal good, or ſoreſt evil our neigh- 
bour can here enjoy, or ſuffer in his perſon, eſtate; 
or good name; ſo we are to employ. our moſt zea 
lous and ardentpchatity on bis ſoul; yea, vaſtiy 
greater tha that which we are required to ſhew 
to his body, eſtate, or reputation. Our charity 
in this caſe” muſt be proportionally more fervent, 
as the object of it is more valuable and excel- 
CVVCVCCCCCCCCCCCCCC( 5 1 och 
To help us wherein there will be no better 


rule of loving our neighbour as ourſelves. This 


Sought to be the ftandard whereby to meaſure all 
F our actions, as well as our thoughts and good 


wiſhes, which relate to others. We have another 
equivalent precept given in the goſpel, Matth. vii. 


may be thus underſtood, > -thyſelf in ſuch a 
ider what treatment, 


with him according to theſe thy juſt and regular 
expectations. 0 138 e 
| The charitable man, whoſe life is governed by 
theſe rules, does not content himſelf. with a' bare 
wiſhing well to the foul of his brother, but uſes 
all his endeavours 'to' make him really what he 
wiſhes him to be: To this purpoſe he propoſes to 
himſelf, in all his „„ 8tiog with 
44 | | 2 } 


others, 
* 


12. and Luke vi. 31. As ye would that men fhould 
do to you, do ye alſo to them likewiſe; which words 
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exchanges circumſtances with him, and then con- 
ſſidets hat uſeful inſtruction he might finder that 
change of (circumſtances expect fre 


When he ſees another running en in à vicious 
courſe of life, and, as it were, taking great pains 


und to give him ſuch prudent. advices as he 


have his virtuous habits ſtrengthned. There can: 

not be a nobler ſtudy than how to benefit mens 
Jonls by fuch means as theſe. Perhap 
think that it is not their duty to 


the duties miniſters owe to their people, -parents 


40. Vurn them that are wiruly,- comfort the feeble| 
places, Hab. x. 24. Let us confider one another to prod 
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prudence he can expect. When, for inſtande, one 
ruriſhly ignorant comes in his way,heas it were, 


his neigh- 
bour, and how much he would on him 

obliged: to him for it: Thus he mAaſures his love 
to his neighbour's ſoul by hig 10e to his on, 
and does to him as he would be dot to by him. 


ſonable opportunity to admoniſh or reprove him 


would deſire to be given himſelf, if he were 
in the like condition. He endeavours to confirm 
and encourage the weak chriſtian, who needs to 


ſome ma N 
Itruct, ad. 
others; and that theſe are only 


moniſh, and ui 


t their children, and maſters of families to theii 
dome ſticks: But it will appear that all chriſti 
'ans ought ſo to do, if we read what the apoſtld 
Phu enjoins, 1 Theſ. v. 11, 14. Wherefore comfort 
yourſelves teget her, and edify one another; as' alſa 5 


"woke unto love and to good works, Ver. 25. Exh 1 
vibuke'thy brother, and not ſuffer fin upon Bim. . I 
Fa. i 2 — e 
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we woald facceed in this charitable. f 

2 our brother b reproofs or — . 

ought, 1. To des 48-We-wa 

75 1 we o_—_ asking ſome great favor f 

im. 2. We . to admoniſh him with. ide. 

only to pleaſe God, =o od to 


" an 1 l * Sg 7 $ IS 
petiority : him. e-muft uſe ſuch a 
thod as is moſt agr 55 to his humour and tem- 


per. Our bleſſed Lord and Saviour commands 


us to do it privately, thy brother 5 
aiuſ thee, * bed tell hin 1 fa e bm - . 
und thee alone, Matth. df 1 And, 3. We 


mould be fure to chuſe 2 convenient time, 'even 


fuch as we would chuſe if we were going to — : 
a; favour which we earne ety * The os Ha- 
ritable perſon will try and all other — 


por methods he can 7 ik of,” (or contrive) till 

e compaſs his end. And though. all -his:endea- 
vours ſhould prove ineffectual, he will any conti. 
nue to admoniſn them 15 $1] 
ſhew' them the value e 
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= N the fecond plate, chan 
- i * — bil: byca readineſs to eaſe 
and relieve the bodies of our neigh- 
bours. This part of charity ſeems to 
be ſo much 1mplanted in our natures 
28 we are men, that we generally not only account 
them unchriſtian, but nhuman, that are void of 
it. This part or. charity is ſo agreeable to fleſh 8 
and | and We are 10. much inclined to it, 
that the neglect of it can proceed from nothing 
but the greateſt ede and a total extinc- 
tion of theſe natura ſentiments of po and for- | 
row 28 in us by Gd. | 


* e 1 e 5] 


This relicring of t ofthe bodily wants of our neigh· 
Dur 1s $19 ing ſo N required of us, that 
we. find it ſet down Matth, XXV, a the chief thing 
we ſhall | tried by at the: laſt: 1 on the omiſ - 
Der f whereof 1 is —_ fed: that waa) 4 1 nee. 
art Ze curſed inte eue e Pre 
47 5 2 40 1 and bis, an ngels.... The x —_ 
407 of this c 5 5 to the biete othe n 
e . e the | ry, 


our pattern, . ;The gx 33, 34; 15 7 charitab y re- 
lieved.; and helped the wounde 
7 ariton, as he journeyed, came where; he was, lying 
dead nd when be ſaw him, be had . | 
him, and went to: bim, and hound. thr woods , 
ing in oil and wine, and ſet him on bis own beat, jou | 
brought bim to an im, and took, 4 7 21 | 
on the marrow, when, be. departed, ä two 
2nce, and gave them to the Pet ad unto. bins, 
Fake care of bim; and whatſoever thou Jpendelt | more, 
when J come again, I will repay tber. to 
Now it may, 5 ſeem wonderful to ſee any 
who. profeſs the... holy chr iſtian, religion, 7 
every where enjoins 5 moſt fervent. 0 46 7055 
light in cruelty; Let the b de of 
affords many examples of the x ee 
; elty committed, by ria Fr ZE ee tl, th 


thens rage m 5 
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than chriſtians 
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to their weiden ſeas: And when they we! 
thus torturing their fellow-chirſtians, the) though 
that they did God: good ſervice, and that 
* 1 glory attoned for, and, in ſome — 1 
Enaified their helliſſi cruelty, "as if they had rea- 
— to think that {ach a 1 was acceptable 
the God of mercy and compaſſion, who hath 
15 rictly enjoined be exerciſe of charity and 
. meokneſs, and denounced the ſevereſt x 967th s 
 ngainft thoſe whE en themſelves deſtitute of it. 
But the exerciſe of this ſort of charity toward 
the bodies of our neighbours” is not only agree- 
— to, and required by the goſpel, but it is ab 
. agreeable to" po e very frame of our wy 
God hath” implanted in aur nature 't 1 
— affection of pity and co e . 
Wards all in pain and” diſtreſs of *bo 4 
perſon Who has not altogether corrupted es its 
Ciples of their nature, can behold their fellow- 
xf ature mangle led and tortured, without bleeding 
hearts and melting eyes. And when we call ons 
1 cruel bloody monſter, we think it the moſt 
hateful and inbuman- character that we can 2 
of any body. Allow me to make one political 
3 to this * 1241 and it is fl Al 
rivilized nations, as far as I know, exclude butchs 

ersfrom judging or voting in any criminal cauſe, 
Which may ging: 2 Eapir PuDIL ment, * take 
away the life & anviher” el | they, being ſo much 
ee to ſlaughter 1nd eatnage; fond not 
de duly concerned for the life" 6 9 5 fellow- 
creatures. The want of this forr of charity does 
ulſo very much blacken the character of Mlexan- 
der, Cafar, and 6 querors, 
way be © called the * of mankind, becauſe ; 
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erals as ever the world 


as much admired” for _ gen eroils chi 


ty and charity, as for hel 5 5 10 in 1 


mency conquered. more than 11200 
truly 


reat man, nay every one 


not to > fi peak 2 religion, will i 
He when he fees his fe Oy rear n aga- 
Dy, or wanting ſomething that” is, ;abſe lately ne- 
dag for nouriſhing or chiefäſtin "the Humane 
The charicable man will thi it his. dp 7 
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anded man, 'he wil do as the. t 


earted Samaritan dig in 4 the like 
nd an e rſon Oo 8 
vill uſe his urmoſf endeavo 


'ecution ff ſuch a ſeritence, 33 
in be 5 17 COM Folomon 
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ought to remember that God, who knows ,our 
ſecret thoughts, will. ſeverely. examine he · 
5 we have inen omitted. the performance | 
of. ſuch a charity, whereby we might have ſay 
he life of an innocent perſon, which we mu 
| wed to be well worth all the pa ö 
Nibly have been 4 Finally, The : re 
400 e ſee his ne ighbs UT, like to 55 his deal, , 


-© 7 


horten his days, by acourſe,o nee 5 
(which is, God Knows, too frequently to 0 
ret days) he, will reckon, it an act of c 4 


ne pt be to the, ſoul, hat. a to the — 
ths rother, to e ta draw him from that 


witked and ma cou ſe. web 1 a4. 4 Mot 
- FE vent charity Je YER itlelk by .a.readi- 
ne 0.All che good. we can to gur neighbour, 


In ret of his J. goods or eſtate, 10 05 1 
15 aw e ſhould endeavour, b 10 
vays, to improve. Nether 


LE Lan honeſt, « a) 
: reſetve the Na . wealth, of others, as far 
5 have a f. our, neighbaur be 2 fie 


* W. rich Pate er HI does no 

3s. ghve our e ro, ſuch as Rand 5 

825 0 155 than w e do, yet. when. an,opportuni 
11 offered of 1 improving his eſtate, Mithout le vi 
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; 5 ur own, charity requires us to do it: nay, 


155 1 PTS. 4 1 522 1 or incanyent- 
uce, co putch ale a great a vantage. or gain 
5 Ja be expected that a 


uſe 
Van- 


5 to: Für neighbogr, it Wou 
2 9 e ferven charity OT di 
bis own , AY loſe, to gain a "on ad 


tage to 1 neighbo ut: "As fo Or exa male, if 1 555 # 

| v1 hear tell 0 by nei ighbour's 8 rod being tak al 
0 0 DA and 980 deby the hands a ſecret th ie f 
Ir bare” faced ce he woul e to 
1 tkeco- 
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yo why . xxii 1, 2, 3, 4 . 
_Þrather's ox or his ſheep go aftray, and bide 5 20 {from 
a them a Thou: Halt, in am caſe bring | unto 
thy brother. And if thy. . 8 12 ” 74 28 
kbee, or if - thou know him not, then thou Ha 
it usto thine own houſe, and it dir ol be: with thee — 
til thy brother ſeek after it, and thon 5 reflore 
it to him again. In like manner ſhalt. with 
Dis aſs, and ſo ſhalt than do. with. bis e and 
2 With, all I thing f thy brother's, which. be: bath 
loft; and thou h 7 balt thou do likewiſe; 
_ -thou maye not hide thyſelf. . Pw; Fa, not ſes 
.thy- brother's Gl his ox fall domn by the |, way, 
his burden) and hide thy/elf from them ; thou 
Io Surely np rim to lift them up; again. Ev 1. 
ſo, if we ſee nene ſervants embezz 
ang his neglecting the buſineſs com- 
imitted; to them, charity obliges us to put the ſer - 
vyants in mind of their. duty, of to acqua ne f 
_- maſter} with it that he may tak +2 ome. Tec a 
al method ro;keep them to their duty, or to pr 
vent the lofs;be ma ſuf in by their m 7 X 
ment. Thus a man may do, very Beal 
charity to bia rich neighbor, 135931 5 
— wang 9} 8 41s 207 do 
. brothers We.oughyita 
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q ive what is neceſſary to him as far as we 
e. In vain does that man pretend to love 
er God or man, who loves his money better 
185 brother, and will ſee a poor man ( 
ze of God as well as himſelf) ſuf- 
ertretities, rather than part with the 
pittance to relieve” bl n. I * 53 
lan bat — 2 poſtle Fob»! 
: | 1 le, c gap. . f 6e 
i; If ** Fade, 1 feeth”* bis þ — — 
a Hutteth up Bs s " bowels" of conipaſſion- from Bim, 
4 * 4 4 the love of 00 14 7 wa And our 


_ 'Babiour, enjoins us, Matth. vi. 3, 4. Vben thou 
my Ant, Tet ok thy "Teft-bard Nuno are 
Fight bond doth, chat thine tins "may be zn ſoared ; 
Gas Teeby > which Jeet i in Jeoret, bimſelf bal re. 
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+ event charity aifÞs 0 us to. do- all the 
od we can to dt Veikbbonrz/ In reſpect of his 
elit" or good Tame, "whether he be innocent 
dr ptilty. If our brother, whom we know to be 
pocent, be ſlanddered and traduced, charity: obli- 
Po Fi to declare what we know of: his e 
' witriefſihg when called ts it, er any other 
"2s we ENG op ortünity. Tiie "wounds of reputa- — 
1 e of alf ttt the moſt) incurable; und 2 
g naine is dearer to per ne f hondur and 
rg than their very” lifes 2 good name dt 
wather to be c ofen than great \1riohes, faith S- 
225 Prov. xril . 7 Ferie. vii. A gend name 
7s better Log fog is *onitment's And therefore 2 
i} chiritable perſon is careful to prevent wounds in 
bf  Yuch a tender part, even when they have been 
[i n fo h a tenderneſs in hiding the 
at Fault, has fregttentiy brougtit the öffender to u- 
; 2  - Pentance 
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7.7 ana n e iv. . Er 
2 0 nce ſoonen than 77 dall of j it gend 
yore Jane, e pecially. if 1 * e We 28.10 
Always: ought: to. to. be) with ul. ne 
_ 'vate admonition : Bay gh A fault is bak 
that it cannot be conceal Ty 
enuating, 
1 


be lace for this. ſort of chaling: in on 
and leſſening is as far as the. circumfianc 
bear: 48 for example, if it were done ſuddenly 
and raſhly, charity will make ſome; allowange 
For buman infi ty and abate ſomewhat of the. 

| cenſure which would. be due 19. 2 dafigned..dali- 
fiance att; and ſo proportionally i in other circum- 


- But this fort of charity bas the Woll Sequend 
| opportunities. of exerting. itſelf towards thoſs 
of. whoſe guilt we have no certain knowledpe 
In ſuch a caſe charity ity oblige, us to-uſe all — 
ſible methods to hinder a | whilpety and ſurmi- 
lies againſt our neighbour from taking air, an 
lo to preſerye his good name. How cruel, bow 
mean- te not to ſay. uncharitable;. is thät 
man, who, r: fear of offending a back: Iting 
company, will ſit and hear hg brother's — 9 
name wounded, his reputation blackened, and his 
charatter torn to pieces by the vileſt calumoy, 
eyen L he knows —4 is falſe, and . hes 
cnpable to vindicate his innocence, to op 
e . 24 oy Eg (23-6! Fr 
*- "of aurthly , t our C ty. may 
Compleat, and deſerve to be. called. — cha- 
rity, as it is in the text, it muſt extend to all 
men, even tour enemies. - The apoſtle does not 
ay, above all things have | fervent. charity to- 
Wards your $6075", Gm your friends or \relatizn,. 
ons; but he ſays, Ee fron charity 9 7 
elves, 
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Sam. 
een, 3.6) i every ohe of your tieighbours, not 
Lreepting thoſe Who have injured or affronted 
Von. The royal law of charity, Tbon ſpalt love 
i neig bbour as thyſelf, is an univerſal rule, and 
admits of no exception. It enjoins every parti- 
cular perſon to love all men without exception, 
and it enjoins all men to love without any reſerve 
every particular perſon. It is not ſaid only, ye 
fathers and mothers fhall love your children, and 
children ye ſhall love ydur parents, and friends 
ye ſhall love your friends. Our Saviour does 
not only ſay, ye ſervants ye ſhall love and ho- 
nour your maſters, ye maſters ſhall love and do 
good to your ſervants. *Chrift does not com- 
mand husbands to love their wives only, or 
wives to love their husbands only. The law is 
not love thoſe who do you good, thoſe who can 
be ſerviceable to you in your worldly affairs, or 
_ thoſe whoſe diſtinguiſhing 


merit raiſes them above 
the reſt of mankind, and may beſt deſerve your 
love; but Chriſt ſays to all of us; he ſays to 
you, to every one of you, my brethren, and to me; 
| fays to the rich and great ones; he ſays to 
mean and poor men, ye ſhall love. your neighbour'as 
yourſelves: But who 1s my-neigbbour ? may one ſay, - 
as the lawyer ſaid to Chriſt, Luke x. 29 TO 
which I anſwer, (as our Saviour teaches us in the 
fame chapter) every man, of whatever nation; of 
"whatever tribe or party he be, whether be be rich 
or poor, learned or unlearned, friend or foe, We 


; 44 | | 
[i] muſt reckon all men our neighbours, who bear the 
ſame image of God, who have all the ſame hea- 


venly father, the ſame Lord and Savibur, the 
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II this. vertue of charity were to be exerciſed 


only towards ſome ſorts. of Perſons, it might 
for à man that bitterly hates one to love ang- 
ther. But chriſtian charity muſt not be ſo cohe 


fined, it muſt extend itſelf to all men in the 


world, particularly to enemies, or elſe it is not 
that divine charity which Chriſt requires of all 
his true diſciples, nor that fervent charity, which 
the apoſtle Feter recommends in the text. Our 
enemies have a right both to our good wiſhes 
and our charitable offices. The loving or wiſh- 
ing well to our friends and benefactors, is ſo lou 
a pitch of goodneſs, that it does not deſerve. to 
be called a vertue, the very worſt of men being 5 
able to attain to it, as we read, Matth. v. 46. 
Luke vi. 3 2, 33, c. The greateſt villains and 
vileſt ruffians on earth, cultivate a ſtrict friend- 
ſhip among themſelves; but ſuch a low degree af 
charity is not counted rewardable in a diſciple of | 
Chriſt; it comes far ſhort, of that refined mora- 
lity which he taught, and ſtrictly enjoined all 
his faithful ſervants ; he expects we ſhould ſoar 
higher, and obey that excellent precept which we 
haye, Matth. v. 44. Love hour enemies, | bleſs them 
that curſe you, and pray for them. which deſ pit uy 5 
| uſe you and per ſeouts yon. We mult forgive thoſe 
that have injured us, ſo that we may de able to 
pray in theſe words which our Saviour has taught 
us, vix. Fongive us our treſpaſſes al we forgive them 
that treſpaſs agaiuſt us. And when we have once 
forgiven them, we can no longer account them 
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enemies, after which it will be no. hard matter, 


even toi fleſn and blood, to dg all kind ;thig | 
zie them. This is indeed the true way by whic 
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dee muſt try the ſincerity of our forgiveneſs : For 
_ _ Movpligood-willl is indeed the roor of charity, 
Fan ling under ground, as it were, and out 
of fight, we cannot” conclude its being and life 
without viſiblu fruits of beneficence, and the ac- 
tial performance of good and kind offices to the 
1 whhm' we love. Kind words are at beſt 
but the leaves of this tree of life, charity; but 
_ pbod offices are its real fruits, by which we can 
Ln 6 of the goodneſs of the tree. And tis eat 
do fay, I forgive ſuch a man; for many are lavi 
enough of ſuchj proteſtations, who yet think that 
they are not obliged to ſpeak as they think in 
ther hearts: But if when an opportunity of do- 
ing good to but enemy is offered, we decline it, 
stig a ſure evidence that there yet lurks malice 
in the heart: For where there is a thorongh for- 
| Liveneſs, the charitable man will be as Willing, 
And perhaps in ſome reſpecis more willing, to do 
good to an enemy than to a friend. A cha- 
ritable- perſon will gladly embrace the opportu- 
| thity of evidencing the truth of his reconciliati- 
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[| 1 dn, and will endeavour, by ads of kindneſs, to 


rm his enemy into good nature, and to draw 
iim to peace by theſe cords of love, By ſuch a 
_ Fonda the charitable man kills an enemy, 2s 
it were, and gains perhaps one of the beft and 

reſt of friends; Hiſtorians tell us, that Au- 
Fuſtus the Roman emperor was wont to ſay, That 

be was fure of his friends; and therefore he 
thought it wiſdom to ſhew more -kindneſs to his 
enemies, that he might thereby gain their af- 
F&tion. Though. this great man, by' vertue of | 
this maxim, might ſometimes be too careleſs about 
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y ferve to condemn many chriſtians, whoſe 
hearts are 2 with revenge and malice againſt 
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1 1 Per. i iv. g. 


Aua | above all things have fervent charity 
among «yourſelves; for. charity Mall co- 


ver Fhe e N of fins. f 


S— FHUS I have. endeavoured to give 
5 C : ou Gow account-what..is meant by 
g 1 charity in the text, which was 
IN the #17 thing pr ro poſed to be diſcour- 
2 ſed of from this int. I told you 
that fervent charity might be thus defined or de- 
| ſcribed, viz. a ſincere love to Godevidencing itſelf 
by ſuch an habitual good-will to all men; even 
our enemies, as diſpoſes us to wiſh well to, af- 
ſiiſt and relieve them in all their capacities, he- 
ther in reſpect of their ſouls, their bodies, their 
reputation, or eſtates, as far as our abilities al- 
low, or their circumſtances require. This general 
deſcti Seine told you aan in it theſe 


ings. 5 5 2 
1 W 


ditions of life his providence has placed us in, co 


oY 8 KE 'R 1 0 N Iv. pra 1 | 
5 By A ſincere love to God as the root and * : 

of our love to men, and theſe Lc. bet Ph. 4 
wi 18 


kable. 2. Such an habit of good 
lence in the ſoul, as diſpoſes as to wiſh | good 1 
to others, either in reſpect of their fouls, E 
bodies, their reputation, or their eftate. 3. Where - 
ever this benevolent principle is, it will diſco- 
| E itſelf by a readineſs to aſſiſt and relieve al! 
; (eſpectally thoſe who ſtand in weed of or 
' hel help)? in all their capacities, viz. either in reſpect - 
| * their ſouls, their bodies, their reputation, r: 
their eſtates. And, 4. It muſt extend itſelf to | 
. our enemies as well as our friends, before it de- 
ſerve to be called fervent charity. 
| _ _ Thus you fee from what has been id, ad 
charity obligeth all and every one of us, in 
our 2 ſtations, according to thoſe 


tunities God hath afforded us, and thoſ 25. 
lities bo hath endowed us with, and thoſe con- 


wih well. 1 — 2 good iy Charitable diſpoſition - 
capacities. Contrary to this table tin 
is a narrow, ſelfiſh, ſtingy ſpirit. When we are 
concerned for none but elves, and regard nos 
a be it fares with other men, ſo it be but well 
with us; when we follow our own humour, and 
with great pleaſure enjoy the accomodations of 
our own ſtate; when we think our own'happi- 
neſs the greater, becauſe we have it alone to onr- 
'IJ 2 . r . 85 . of 
All other t is the moſt direaly oppoſite to _ 
chat benign, compaſſionate, merciful, and chari- 
table temper, which our Serge came into the 
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abound ſo much among 
which ruin that fervent charity which n to 
be among chriſtians; that charit n 
If duly exerciſed, make this wo 
tadiſe, and a ſort of lower heaven in paſſage to 


by. 9, 10. Two are better than one, becanſe th 
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3 E N M 0 N Iv. 1 
happil in this world vittous. N 
id - 8 ſo peither 18 3 4 
man oP Aae Dr eged, from be 1 

- beneficial to others. Now, if 
7ery” one endeavour to be thus 8 
4 to e how happy would mankind, how 


what it now is? For thoug h mankind 5 mi- 
ſerable enough. by nature, . f by the 5 
conſequences of ſin, in which wt, are- Yor, 
yet they would not be ſo miſerable by one ha 
as Fea now are, were it not-for eg 5 
al calamities and miſeries, which are occaſioned 
by hatred, envy, malice, detraQion, : revenge, ill- 
nature, pride and ſelf · conceit, and other uncha- 
ritable affections and paſſions, which prevail and 
them: Theſe are they 


923 


à kind of pa- 


the higher. If we could be perſuaded to have 
fervent charity. among /ourſelves, we-would ex- 
2rience the truth of the wiſe man's word HOY 
ave 


For if they al, the 


@ good reward for their 1 


ons will lift up bis fellow But ii bim that is alone 


when be falleth , for be bath not another to lift bim 
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trary is true, ' viz. that it is better for a man to 
be alone, than in the company of another whom 
he hates, and by whom he is hated: For the 
TN of an enemy expoſes a perſon to con- 
"wy, Fn | NG: of them fall, che 


w 5 8 „ 
* e 


, on 4 Feb i 8. 5 5 35 Y 
Gen will be ready to over. power h him ; and de- ; 


| Fu 
17 fer fervent charity prevailed among us, what 
peace, what 8 what happineſs would it 
draw after it? If the great ones of the earth were 
charitable to their e they would not 
| abuſe. their authority to oppreſs them. If the _ 
rich loved the poor, they . — not let then 
want any of the neceſſaries of life. Charity would 
make the ſtrong belp the weak, and neighbours 
aſſiſt and borer one another; then both civil 1 
and ecclefiaſtick powers would contribute their 
Joint endeavours to bring about a reformation of 
| 4 and all of them, without entertainin 
any jealouſy about their reſpective rights a 
ta Nile to the prejudice of religion, would aſ- 
pt one another in this "charitable deſign, 4 
promote God's glory with one accord chari- | 
| ty prevailed, it would unite and Rs don thoſe 
1 milies, which envy and a Cache y-ſpirit divides 
and weakens. Charity would ſet bounds to inſa- 
tiable ambition and àvarice. Every one would 
be content with the neceſſaries of life. And tho 
the inequality of mens conditions, which God in 
his bn e has been pleaſed to allow, and 
5 without which government and good order could 
not be kept up 15 the world, has given ſome more 
riches, higher hon and greater power than 
others; no body would have reaſon to complain, 
becauſe the good things of this life won 
ſome meaſure, become common, if ferv 5 
ty obtained: But without this, 'the world would 
be but a ſcene of all ſorts* of miſery, 4 ſehe'bf 
diſtruſt. ſuſpicions, fears, jealouftes, hatred, r-. 
dn adulteries, e and 3 1 wor 1 
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Aud be who like the Prieſt and Lovite i in our 
Saviour 's parable of the wounded man, Luke x. 
is void of all compaſſion, has totally corrupted 
the principles of his nature, and is degenerated, 
not ſo much into the likeneſs of a brute. dealt, 
a 0 the hardeſt rock or adamant, © 
If this affection of pity and compaſſion be fo 
natural to us as we are men, certainly it is much 
re agreeable to us as chriſtians to be charitable, . 
The grace of God does not deſtroy our nature as 
men, but only exalts and improves it. We are 
c made new creatures, as to be diveſted of 
*the pallions and affections of human nature, and 
much leſs of this noble affection of ſympathy and 
"eompaſſion."By this happy change that is wrought 
pon us, the vices, diſtempers and diſorders of our 
Faculties | are corretted and reformed," the facul- 
ties themſelves remaining intire; our affections 
dae ſt upon their right and prope: objects. We 
ate taught to live and act after à more per 
ular manner, and for more noble ends and 
er. The chriſtian rel igion improves our natu- 
Tal inclinations'and propentſions to pity and com- 
on, and doth more forcibly excite us to ſym- 
hize with the neceſſitous and calamitous. As 
ever we would be eſteemed chriſtians, then let us 
"ſhow to the world, that we are poſſeſſed of chari- 
ty, which is dgtecuble to the v er make and frame | 
-of out natures. - 
30 lt naturally Gllows: dom dhe former argu · 
- ment, that the yaw of chatity is the —. 4 
2 pleaſant and delightful exerciſe we can chuſe for 
: corſelves. Whatever is agreeable to our nature 
muff for that reaſon be pleaſant: For all actual 
- pleaſure cohſiſts in the mane) and akne. 
U ion 


and 


12 7 *. 


| "on {Per . 808 1550 - 
tion J x our W inclinations and appetites : 
Since therefore the very frame and conffitution 
of our nature ſway and incline us to the exerciſe 
of charity; the ſatisfying ſuch inclinations, by 
withing and doing good to others, muſt be as 
truly grateful to us, as any other thing or action 
whatever, that miniſtreth to our pleaſure; and it 
cannot afford more delight and fatisfaQtion to 
receive kindneſſes, than it does to beſtow them 
A ſeaſonable unerpeciod relief doth not more 
oblige him that ſtands in great need of it, than 
the 9 rtumty of giving it doth rejoice the cha · 
| e man's. heart; nay, it may be doubted whe- 
ther the receiver is more obliged to the giver for 
| the good turn he has done him, or the giver be 
more. e ed to the teceider for the occaſion of 
| - charity. Whe "Wwe receive 
Lodnells: "It puts us to the bluſh. we are * 
ed to be 1 hi obly obliged z. büt the joy of doing 
| theſe kind offices is pure and one : and in 
this reſpeck it holds true, that it 7s more ies to 
Fs than to receive, a5 we read 4 xx. 35. And 
rely if any virtue carried with it its own re- 
ward, as ſome philoſophers maintained of old, cha- 
rity mighe be faid to be its own'recompence. | 
confeſs none can ſo well judge of the ples- 
ſure that attends. the exerciſe of charity as thoſe 
that have practiſed it. And if 1 may be ſo un- 
charitable a as fo. ſuppoſe that there are amy bear- 
ing me who do nor exerciſe fervent” charity re | 
08 n Ione that (if there be any ſuch 
{4 MY). 6 abſtract reah ning is not ſufficĩent per- 
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The pleaſure that attends the exerciſe of charity 

. hath theſe two advantages above all other pleaſures 
r 

I. That this ſatisfaction doth not only juſt ac- 


s 


company a charitable action, but it is permanent 
and lafting, endures” as long as our lives, The 
very remembrance of charitable deeds; by which 
we have been really helpful and. ſerviceable. to 
others; our after-refleion upon the good we 
have done in the world, doth wonderfully refreſh 
our ſouls with 'a mighty joy and peace, quite 
. contrary. to all other worldly and corporeal plea · 
Cures. There are indeed ſome vices which 


"miſe a great deal of pleaſure in the dannen 
of them; but then, at beſt, it is but ſhort-lived 

eden fald Prefer ee. 
It periſhes in the very enjoyment, like the crack- 


ting of thorns under d pot, as the wiſe man e u- 


ly expreſſes it; it preſently ws Je in a ſhort 
blaze and noiſe, but hath very little heat or warmth 

in it. All outward bodil Aae are of a very 
Fugitive volatile nature, there's no fixing them. 
And if we endeavour to make up this defect by 2 
frequent repetition and conſtant "ſucceſſion of 
them, they then ſoon become nauſeous; men are 


Je and tired with thera: Not i this yer al, 
theſe ſenſual pleaſures do not only ſoon ps ou 


. 5 


© our conſciences, the thoughts of them are uneaſy = 
to us; they leave a ſtench behind them like the 
Fauiff of a candle, after the light is put out, and 
we are the worſe that ever we enjoyed them: 
| Guilt and a bitter repentance are the attendants of 
|. Such indulging ourſelves; ſadneſs and melanchol- 
I come in the place of all ſuch exorbitant * 


1 
a * ö "6 
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een Pe 11 

bee . 
; " outward unlawful pleaſures: ' Whereas that which 
ſpri from a mind ſatisfied, and well pleaſed 
With its oon — contin for ever affect our hearts 


with a delicious 
fort and delight to us; is a never failing fountain 


| of joy, ſuch as is ſolid and ſubſtantial; fills; c 


minds with'go6d hopes 
is the only certain ground of trus-peace and can. 
2. This pleafure and delig be and joy that at- 
| tends charitable actions, doth herein exceed all 
fleſhly delights, that it is is then at the higheſt when 
2 in OT, | dot rgpon 6 | 
tion, old age, or at approach of death, the 
remembrance of our good deeds will ſtrangelx 
chear and ſupport our ſpirits under all the cala- 
mities and troubles we may meet with in this 


ſtate: doin good, being charitable, | 
we 1a . , 9nd by ba | 


* ainſt an evil day. ——— 
all the world can Tab ws of; But now it 18 — 5 
thus with bodily pleaſures; they cannot help us 
in à time of need, they then become 5 I 
flat and infipid; the ſinner cannot any longer 
2 or reliſh them ; nothing remains but a gui 
* which'in ſome time of diſtreſs is more 
Fore? and ing, eſpecially at the hour of death. 
£ Theſe' chings, theſe ſenſual enjoyments, which 
emed ſo pleaſant, then become itter ito 
te fol: Whereas'the- man perhaps once — 
e ring and 2 pleaſant: and 
| deli things, now he thinks otherwiſe, the 
after · reflection upon theſe by- Terifual! lea- 
ſure 1 Inftead * JLILEAGH: in. 
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z continually miniſters com- | 


and chearful-choughts, and 1 


of joy : 


= 13 ſralns of i muſick dd nat ſwnuch 
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can affardg are lunt monthy to abe gomflarłdb with this 
Holy: oy and: dinine delight Even tHien ; when all 
nut foutger:andrdinate plea ſuręs ſhall prove niattar 
af toment aud anguiſh unte us; : when call the 
flowers ef worldly glory ſhall be witharedz 
Whendall earthly {baanty:wbich:nowiÞth: fo 
Hempt and  bewſt ots, hal be :daxkhed and 
ecclipſtd!; when this world, and che: 


40% ia vaniſhed: and gone he wbhannthe pangs of 


Aeath are quit taking hbld; of u5p2ant{ wenare | 


ax of to ſtep into another: wonld, what ca>dear | 

Aanable and comfortable refreſhment tliens wall tt 

cht to look. back upon a well pent life to confir 

Gert with ourſelves how faickfully: we have ini: 

1 theſe talents God hath entruſted us with, 
N 


cine, eſtate, parts, reputation, leaning; autho+ 


rity for the glory af God, and for the guod: and 


henefit of other: men The time wilh ofurely 
turtly come, wherein you: ſhall cv aſtly more 
Jaice in that lixtle youchave laid ont{> or-expend> 
ed for the benefit of | [othefs, than sinp all- thut 
hich by ſo longatoil and drudgery inſihe wurld, 
pu ſhall have ſaved and purchaſed . Theys are 
nt great poſſeſſiens, lands, breieſtates, nor)digr 

nities and titles: af honohr noxi eminent; places 
and truſts, nor anydextetnal advantages that wi 


bars purchaſed and acquired, that ati Cach-8 time 
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giving glory too Gadiuand alſa i heming cha- 
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What uſe we have made of them, and what good 
we have done with them, is that which Our con- 
ſcience will then enquire after, and accordingly 
pronounce its ſentence. The third argument then 
is, as wiſdom 's, ſo charity's ' ways "are ways of- plea- 
fantuee, and all ber pathvare Puts. 
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And above all. things have fervent charly | 

among 400 e ; for. chapity / pale co- 
ver rhe. multirude of fink.” 


SARS It. to excite..us to the 
> «| exerciſe #3 charity is; if we be 
not chajitable to, and e our ene- 

mies, 80 pad not forgive us. The 

reaſon why I mention this argument 


3 
4 , 
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| is, becauſe, when I was explaining the nature of 


chriſtian charity, I told you that it muſt extend 
to all men, even to our enemies, otherwiſe it is 
not that charity recommended, and fo ſtrictly and 
frequently enjoined in the goſp el. We are obli- 
ged to forgive, do good, and be charirable to our 


enemies as well as to our friends. And ſurely 
this conſideration, that unleſs we forgive thoſe 


that offegd us, we muſt forfeit our own pardon 


_ bw God, ſhould fright us into ä ee 27 
if 
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harm to ourſelves than to them. All the hurt we 


can do to others is - in compariſon of that 


which we do to ourſelves, in loſing the pardon of 
our own ſins, which is. ſich an unſpeakable loſs, 
that the devil himfelf, the great enemy of our 
ſalvation, with all his malice, cannot wiſh a 


| greater to befal ns. This is all he aims at, that 


by our malice, hatred and revenge, we may be 
excluded from the pardon of our fins, hell and 
damnation being the certain portion of every un- 
pardoned ſinner, beſides all the other effects of 


| God's wrath in this life. Though it be very fa- 
| ſhionable among ſome of the baſer ſort of people, 


to deſire God to curſe or damn thoſe whom they 
hate and account rheir enemies, yet they deſerve 
the pity rather than the anger of ſuch to whom 


| they wiſh fach: terrible things; for this is the 
ready way to get themſelves damned; but they 

have no reaſon to think, rhar God will make any 
man miferable to pleaſe or gratify them. And 


however ſweet revenge may feem to ſome vitiated 


| taſtes, yet ſurely there is no ſuch ſweetneſs in it 
as may recompenſe that everlaſting bitterneſs that 


follows it. But, alas! we give not ourſelves time 
to weigh things, but ſuffer ourſelves to be hurri- 
ed away by the violence of anger, never conſider- 
ing how dear we muſt pay for it; like the ſilly bee, 
that in anger leaves her ſting and her life at once 
behind her: The ſting may perhaps occaſion ſome 
ſhort pain where it ſticks, yet certainly the bee 


has the worſt of it, that buys ſo poor a revenge 


at the expence of her. life. Even ſo ſome fooliſh 

men think, that honour obliges.them to decide eve- 

ry petty quarrel with the point of their ſword, and 

e , 
e 
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Sen ve 
| revenge every ſlight fancied affront by the death 
of the perſon that gave the offence; but ſometimes 
theſe heroes happen to fall themſelves in the com- 
bat, and then it may be ſaid, that their malice to 
their brother murdered themſelves, which is, at 
beſt, but a very melancholly exit. Such people 
as draw their Chords for every little word which 
they imagine ſigniſies contempt, have been ſeldom 
obſerved to do much execution fighting for their 
king and country, or to die gloriouſly in the bed 
of honour. And were it not that it might ſeem im- 
pertinent to my purpoſe, I could give inſtances 
of the greateſt princes, whom all the world muſt 
allow to have underftood the laws of honour, and 
of the braveſt ſoldiers, who have told the world, 
that honour did not oblige any man to revenge him- 
ſelf in ſuch a pitiful way, and they paſſed over 
injuries which they were more than able to re- 
venge. Although 4rifotle an ancient heathen phi- 
loſopher, placed revenge among the virtues, yet a 
better philoſopher than he ſays expreſly, that none 
bur ſilly mean-ſpirited people took pleaſure in 
revenge; Inſirm: eff animi exiguiq; voluptas ultio, 
And Solomon the wiſeſt of men, who had juſter 
notions of true honour than any modern empty 
fop, tells us, Prov. xix. 11. The prudence of a man 
deferreth his anger, and it is bis glory to paſs over - 

a tranſgreſion. So that I think we have very good 
ground to ſay, that forgiveneſs of enemies is con - 
ſtent with true honour and greatneſs of mind, 
and that revenge is an ignoble mean vice: For in 
revenge we mult uſe inſtruments, who exact more, 
and will upbraid us more than the law will do, 

when it ſatisfies us for our wrongs. And did not the | 

philoſopher, who denyed that he could be One” = 
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=" more nobly; than he who confeſſes, that he 


is both ſubject to wrongs, and hath received fo 
great an one, that he cannot but purſue its re- 
| 'venge? He who conceals his wrongs is only 
wronged in private, whilſt he who revenges his 
wrong, is wronged in publick; and certainly the 
| -publick wrong is more ignoble. And "ſeeing we 
| conceive ourſelves concerned in honour, to puniſh 
| ſach as would divulge an affront that was ſmoother- 
eld as ſoon as given; we cannot be ſaid to wrong 
our -own- honour when we, in ſeeking revenge, 
proclaim ſuch wrongs as had elſe either vaniſhed, 
or been leſſened by the concealment. It is one 
of the moſt picquant revenges to undervalue our 
enemies ſo far, as not to think them worthy of 
dur noticing; and we ſhew ourſelves to be greater 
than they, when we let the world ſee that they 
cannot trouble us. When children and fools do 
the ſame things that we fret at in others of more 
advanced years, and greater wiſdom, we paſs them 
without a frown, which ſhews that it is not the 
aàcis done us by our enemies, but our own reſent. 
ment, which in effect injures us; ſo that it is ſtill E 
in our power to vex ſuch as deſign to affront us, 
by laughing at, or undervaluing theſe, and ſuch like . 
little endeavours, as cannot reach our happineſs. 
| 


Ne who padons, proclaims that by fo doing he 
fears not his enemies for the future; but revenge 
f -1mplies a fear of what we deſire upon that account 
to leſſen. Thus cowards, and none but they, are 
cruel, ſeeing they then only account themſelves 
ſecure, when their enemies have loſt all capacity 
to reſiſt or hurt them. In revenge we att the ex- 
ecutioner; but we perſonate a prince when we 
pardon; in the one we beſtow a favour, and are 
4 „ noble, 
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noble, but in the other we diſcover our inſirmi- 
ty, which is mean and ig noble 
But to return, (if a 7 HIRE inſiſting a 
little upon may be reckoned a digreſſion) 
theſe conſiderations juſt: no mentioned might 
ſeem ſufficient to perſuade a perſon of honour and 
generoſity to forgive his enemies; yet our holy re- 
Iigion furniſhes us with much more powerful ar- 
282 to excite us to forgiveneſs, and to diſ- 
ſuade and deter us from revenge. The religion 
we profeſs makes it our intereſt to forgive our 
enemies, for if we will not do ſo, we are aſſured 
that we ſhall never obtain pardon of God, but 


we muſt lay our account with all theſe never- 


ending aniſeries, which are the effects of the di vine 
-wrath and diſpleaſure. And for that reaſon the 


. charitable perſon, out of love to himſelf, as well 


as love to his brother, and for his on advan- 
tage, returns good for evil, love for hatred, and 
bleſling for curſing. He quietly paſſes by all in- 
juries and affronts; no miſtaken notions of falſe 
| da; will ever ſo much dazzle him, as to make 
him entertain bloody and revengeful thoughts: 
Though all men ſhould call him cowardly and 
mean; ſpirited, he will deſpiſe and diſregard the 
reflection, pity the folly of its authors, and wiſh 


they had juſter notions of the dignuy of every 


man's perſon, and of their duty to honour. The 
Charitable: man knows and conſiders, that though 
he were to exert; his malice and revenge to the 
utmoſt, yet the danger and loſs'iwilk'be greateſt 
on his on fide, even eternal miſery, which is worſe 
than a thouſand deaths. Let us remember then, 


whenever we are contriving and meditating re- 
venge, that we quite miſtake our mark; tho? we 
124030 %%%%%%ͤ ©, ne 
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think to hit our enemy, weptye dufſelves Ame 

tal wound. And let nud man ſpkak peaer 66: Min- 
Aelf,-orthink thut theſe are vain terfors, und that 
he may obtain pardon from God, though he give 


none to his brethien: For ſie that is truth ſelf 
mas aſſuted ub df the contraty, Matth. vi. 13017 


Je forgive nut men their : es neither vil your , 
Trobe firgivs 2 ſe. an we ſhoaekd 
forget the nebeſſity 7 it wht mh rh | 

that form of Chriſt taug 


conditio on w _ we —— to beg pardôn 
God, Forgive ns our treſpaſſes an w forgro#"thew nt 

treſpaſs "again 1% Luke xi. 4. Matth. vi, 9. On! 

e e Ges dot one Gn wer due prey: be 0 
| !himſelf, whoſe Heart is filled with malice and re- 
wenge when he ſays this prayer? He really prays 
| [that God may not forgive him; and ſurely that᷑ part 
| -of his prayer will be heard, the no more ſhould 
| be heard he ſhallvs bergen f | as he forgives, 
. ei not at all. This is yet confirmed to us in the 
Parable of the lord and the ſervunt, Matth. xvili. 
The lord had remitted te the Ervant A debtrof 


eee AA * 


fellow-ſervant as to demand inſtant payment of 
an hundred pence which he owed him, and cadſt 
bim into priſon; becauſs ohe 650d not paß him 
that moment; whereupon bis lord charged: him 
| -again with the whole debr of ten thonſinditalents, 
and becanſe he was not able tb pay it inftantiy, 
be delivered him oven to the tormentors, till be Honjd 
-pay' all that was due; Which. parable Cheiſt applies 
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de unto yon, if ye from your hearts forgive nt every 
man their treſpaſſes, Theſe paſſages f ſeriptare 
-mayoſervs — any ina » Who believes the 


E 4 8 ſcrip- 


ten thouſand talents, yet he was ſo cruel: to his 


thus, ver. 35. 80 Ti ewiſo Mall my: heaven: Tuber 


SSR J 
ſeriptures, of the great and fearful danger of un- 
chatitableneſs. To ſtrengthen this argument com- 
3 ſins againſt God with the offences of our 
go | -btetheen ines, pn none vol 
Mn F. To be charitable, to wiſh, 


4 


VV 

: be „ and to do good 
x to others, is the moſt God-like qualification: that 
1 we are capable of. By wiſhing all good to others 
i} in all their capacities, we reſemble God the foun- 
1 tain of all perfection, who deſireth that no: man 
Hould periſh, but that all Hould come to the know- 
1 edge of the truth. By u good we imitate God, 
1h Who is good and doth good, Pſal. crix. 68. God, 
who giveth life, breath, and all things to all his 
ereatures, and whoſe tender mercies are over all bis 
| works. God is the ſource of all perfed ion and 
| | happineſs; and likeneſs to him is the higheſt 
1 perfection, and greateſt happineſs we can wiſh 
it for; and a defire to 1mitate him is the _never- 
l failing mark of all the true children of this hea- 
. venly Father. If then we would approve our- 
ſelves chis obedient children, let ĩt be our conſtant 
care, and the chief buſineſs of our lives, to imi- 
tale, by the exerciſe, of fervent charity, the di- 

vine goodneſs and mercy which do, as it were, 
"defy. all his other attributes and perfections. 
There is no quality or diſpoſition, whatever, by 
which-we have ſa near a reſemblance of the Di- 
vine Msajeſty, as thoſe of beneficence and chari- 
ty. As for knowledge and power, the evil ſpirits 
Partake of them in a vaſtly. greater degree than 
the beſt or greateſt of men: For there are a mul- 
titude of things in nature that theſe ſpirits know 
WM the nature of which we do not; . becauſe their 

le abilities of knowing are vaſtly above ours, as not 
ll —-qworking. by the dull tools of earth, and clay, a6 
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añ heavy earthly body. But men ſhew nothing 
of God fo much as in doing good. By contribut- 
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e 8 9 * on T Pet. Iv. 8. 3 | 5 44 
ving known the works of God from the begin- 
ning, and by long' obſervation, for about ſix or 

ſeven thoufand years, pry'd deep into the ſe- 


erets of them. And as theſe ſpirits have a vaſt | 
Iy greater knowledge of the powers of nature 
than we can have; ſo alſo have they à vaſtly 


greater power to apply them to effect: They are 


of a much greater agility and ſwiftneſs in mo- 


tion, of a much fine ſubſtance to penetrate into 


| things, and actuate them into operation, 3. 6. to 


cauſe them work or operate, they being pure ſpi- 
ritual ſubſtances,” and free of the incumbrances of 


=] 


ing to the eafe and contentment of other men, 
— d rendring them as happy as lies in our power, 
we act, as it were, the part of his vice- parents 
in the world, and do his works; we inake up the 
ſeeming defects of his providence, which hath 
given ſome men vaſtly greater abilities, and bet ; 


ter opportunities than others; and one man there- 


by becomes, as it were, a God to another. Hence 


this br e needs be the higheſt ac 


compliſhment and perfection of our beings. It is 
the only argument of a brave and great ſoul to 
employ his care and thoughts for the good of all 
men, and not to do fo is a certain mark of a nar- 

row little ſpirit contracted within itſelf, and its 
on paltry concernments. When a man's actions 
center all in himſelf, when he is of a mean and 


mercenary ſpirit,” prefers his own little private 
_ eantereft and ad vantage to the doing all the good | 
he can to others, when he is everlaſtingly projecck - 


ing for ſome little gain to himſelf, be is * 3 
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le mem er — ee e 
0 lus n prone miſapplies theſe talents 225 


te committed to. him, to. be employed * r the 
publick good z and as he lived cateleſs and un- 
n about others, ſo. he di: 


ies — . 
f But the charitable man, ho : 
| ed ſoul, who. baniſhes from his mind all baſe 

ſelfifh principles, looks with diſdain upon-all 


prop and ungenerous actions, ſtudies to be as 


s he can, and prefers the being like God 
to all 8 ſuch an one, I 1 55 is a bleſſing to 
the country and age in which he lives, and — 
Lions thankfulneſs to God upon his acrount m: 1 

1 Wis find our bleſſed Lord and Saviour himſelf 
ales. . of —— God 2 as an _ 


"Doping: 11 _ mg. air; „ Toy your reward 715 os 
great, and ye ſpall be the children. of the Higbeſt. 


ny Oy it End to the unthankful and. the evil. Be 


4. therefore merciſul | as your * on? alſo. 7s: ua 


| N ul. : And Matth. V. 44, 45. Love  JOUY 
bleſs them that curſe you, do good to them that hut 


| Jou, and and pray for them which. deſpiteſully uſe wich! 


perſecute yon, that ye may be tbe children of your 
ather which is in heaven; for he maketh bis ſin to 


7 710% on the evil and on the good, and ſendeth rain 


on the juſt and on the unjuſt. And ſurely this is 
a moſt powerful conſideration, to excite us to the 
Practice of charity, even to our enemies. God 
is moſt eminently. remarkable for his long · ſuffer- 


08 goodneſa to enemies, not only in reſpect of 


is temporal mercies, but chiefly in reſpect of his 
aal. We are all enemies to him by our 


wicked works, and gs Sud the divine long - 
2 | ſuffering 


| — ruin, which 


were yet enemies he die for our-good? and he ſpent 


Tod Pet, i iv. 


vduld hy: bends chi certain = | 
enmity, Hr 


and deſerved puniſhment of our: 


venge had taken place in the divine mind. 7 


By being charitable we likewiſe imitate the 
example of Jeſus Ghrift our bleſſed Lord and Sa- 
viour, the unpatallelled Lover of mankind. 
deſign of Chriſts coming down from heaven, and 
taking upon him our nature was; to do good up- 
on earth. His whole life was à continued train 
of beneficence and good offices. He went about 
always doing gdod. All his achons, tniracles, 
and doctrines were deſigned for feeding the hun- 
gry, curing the ſick, inſtrudting che ignorant, and 
reforming the wicked. This was 'the chief bufi- 
neſs and employment of his life, to do good. Te 
was his daily employment, and he always exer- 
ciſed his extraordinary divine power to do bens- 
fits; nay," this was the ſum and fubſtance of his 
religion. Where be did not eaſily meet wich, he 


mduftriouſly ſought dut obo of pity and com- 
Paſſion; He conſtantly perſevered in this his care 


And charity to men, nett vickfümling the foul in- 
gratitude, and malicious oppoſition his good works 


met with in the world. And to crown all, he 


herein recommended his love to us, in that while Io 


bis laſt breath in pray ing for them who were im- 
Pruing their wieked Hands in his innocent blood, 
Father forgive them, ſays he, for they knom not what 
they lo. What glorious recommendatioris of cha- 


15 eee And what chriſtian will 008 


erful Argument? 
1175 wo on indeed after that FypotiGubte _ | 
ner be bene fefa to mankind, as ous" Saviour 


AW9OKS was 1 5 
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are able to do for the good of others, which our 


| Inference, 1 John iv, 11. Beloved if God ſo loved 


. 
: 


4 


et there are very many things which we 


bleſſed Saviour could not do by reaſon of his po- 
verty and low eftate in this world, without the 


-expence of a miracle. Few of us, but as to our 


outward circumſtances of this life, are in a far 


more plentiful condition than the Son of God 


himſelf was, whilſt here on earth. And it is in 
our power, by ordinary ways, to relieve and ſuc- 
conr, oblige and. benefit many, ſo as our Lord 
could not without employing ns divine power to 


| furniſh himſelf with the means for it. Again, he 


does not propoſe his miracles for our imitation z 


no, but he ſays, Aſatth. xi. 29. Learn of me, for 


Tam meek and lowly. And ſurely when all this 
is conſidered, we may well make the apoſtle Jahns 


as, we-ougbt alſo to love one another." 


6. Another argument to excite us to the exer: 
ciſe of charity is taken from the command 
Chriſt, the author of our religion. This is cer- 


tainly a very powerful conſidetation, eſpecial - 


hen we teſlect upon what he hath done 


for us, and upon the example which he hath 
left us for our imitation. As the ſervant ought 
+o obey his maſter, and a diſciple his teacher, ſo 
oughr we to obey Chriſt: Let none therefore pre- 
tend to be the diſciples of Chriſt who will not do 
as he hath commanded. The diſciples of Mabomet, 
in obedience to his commands, made uſe of fire and 
word, to beat and roſt the world into the profeſ- 


Fon of their brutiſh cruel religion. The poor 


blinded heathens could ſtifle all the tender ſenti- 
ments of pity and compaſſion, and behold with 


ty eyes thouſands uf their innocent children 


throw n 
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10 TT 
thrown into the flames as a ſacrifice to appeaſe the 
wrath of their deviliſh deities, whenever their 
helliſh prieſts pretended a neceſſity for it, and 
deſired it to be done. And is it not the greateſt 
of miracles, that chriſtians will not obey the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, when he commands them to love one 
another? Surely we are under greater obligati- 

ous to obey Chriſt, than ever the Fews were un 

der to obey Moſes, the Turks to Mahomet, or the |} 
Pagans to their prieſts. Then, on the other hand, 
Chriſt commands us to do nothing but what is re- | 

ally for our advantage, both in this life and that 1 

which is to come. Our very natures, ſenſe and 


reaſon, as well as an heavenly religion, oblige us 
to love one another. Is it not then the moſt un- 
accountable folly and contradiction, to call ours - 
ſelves by that bleſſed name of chriſtians, and yet 
to do what is directly contrary to that profeſſi- 
on; to perſecute and ſeek the deſtruction of one 
another by cruel hatred, inveterate malice, and 
bloody revenge? For ſhame let us either change 
our lives, or our name. If we will hold the name of 
_ chriſtians, let all men know that we are indeed 
the diſciples of Chriſt, by our loving one ano- 
ther. If ever we would be acknowledged by 
Chriſt in the great day of accounts for his dif 
ciples, let us have fervent charity among ourſelves, 
for there is not any one precept ſo often repeated 
and inculcated in the New Teſtament, as this of 
charity. When the young man in the goſpel ask? 
ed our Saviour what he ſhould do to inherit eters 1 
nal life ? he bad him love bis neighbour as himſelf, 
And Epheſ. iv. 32. Be ye kind one. to another, ten- 
der hearted, forgiving one another. Again, Furbearing © 
one anorher, forgiving anther. Coloſ. iii. 13. F 
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F. As I formerly —— our obligation to cha- 
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any n bave a quarrel againſt any, even as Obri) 
forgave you, ſo alſo do ye." Again, This new com. 


mandment gibe I you, that ye "love one another as 1 


8 


have loved Jos, John ziii. 34, Gr. 


rity, in regard we all partake of the ſame human 
nature, and are all born for ſociety, ſo, if your 
time allowed, I might perfuade to charity from 
this confideration, that we are all the children of 
the fame heavenly Father; we have all the ſame 
Saviour, we have all one faith and one hope, and 


we all expect to attain to the fame perfect bap- 


pinefs in the end. We are all travelling (or 


* 


onoht to be fo) towards the fame heavenly coun- 


try; and therefore we ſhould not fall ont by the 
way: But have feryent charity among yourſelves. 

S8. Let us exercife cha arity, that we may adorn 
our chriſtian profeihon, do honour to our religr- 
on, and cauſe it be well fpoken of abroad in 


the world. The want of charity in chriſtians 


has ee 5/h to it an ill opinion of our ho- 
rn and kept many from profeſſing it; 


bor all men do not judge as that witty, Few did, 
- who embraced chriſtianity, * Becauſe, he ſaid, the 


s. chriftian religion was certainly an heavenly 
c“ and divine religion; for if it had not been fo, 
it could never have gained ſo many converts, 
and prevailed ſo much in the world, conſider- 


ing the uncharitable and bad lives of its chief 


6 profeſſors.” Want of charity rent and broke 
the church in the earlieſt ages of chriſtianity, put 
a ſtop to the progreſs of the goſpel in.the world, 
and hindered' it from being embraced by all men 


in all nations, Mahomet and his fücceffors owed 
their: conqueſt of ſo great a part of Chrifiendom, 


more 
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reformation. And uncharitableneſs ſtands in the 


That I have wronged no man will be wo 


opportunity to do; if we ſpent our lite i in = 
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more to the unchatitable diviſions that 3 


among chriſtians, than to their on polich r 
force af their arms. Want of charity and union 


among the firſt reformers weakened their hands 


and put a ſtop to the glorious progreſs of the 


of our happineſs who ate Proteſtants to this 


das All chis J could neten to enten time 


allowed But, 

9. and lafth, [Forperſuade 1 us to e ent 
charity among ourſelves, let us confider that cha 
rity is the main and ſubſtantial part of the chriſtian 
religion, and as we ſhall be ound to have or 


want charity, ſo muſt we ſtand or fall in the 
great day of judgment. Charity is the moſt ae 


ceptable ſacrifice we can offer; or ſervice we can 
perform to God. It is faid- — — the fulfilling of 


the whole law. It is not enough that we give to 


every man his due; his religion is but of 2a nars, 
row compaſs who is only Juſt ; nay, he that is 
rigidly 10 in all caſes, hath no religion at all 


plea and apology at the laſt day, if we 
od to do that good which we -had po 


tred, malice and revenge, and ſhut our eyes from 


8 beholding the poor. and needy; ignorant and uns 
moral, and did not as much as lay in our power; 


endea vour to inſtruct, reform and relieve them. 
No pretenſſons to high degrees of piety and de- 


votion; no gifts and attainments, though never 


ſo extraordinary, will attone for the want of 


_ this charity. Upon feeding the hungry, clothing 
the naked, giving drink to the thinly, and vi- 
ſiting the lick: and inprifoved, is founded: 


that 
'6 4 8 bleſſed 


8 
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_ bleſſed ſentence, Come ye bleſſed of my Father, in 


lation of the world; and upon the 
things is founded that fearful doom, Depart from 
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berit the kingdom prepared for you from the foun- 
negle& of theſe 


me, ye curjed, into everlaſting fire, prepared for the 
devil and bis angels, Mat. xxv. 34, to the end. And 


the more talents we receive, the greater account 
we muſt make; for to whom much is given, of them 


4 


Pall much be required. 


T0 this argument belong theſe words in the 
text, For charity ſball cover the multitude of fs. To 
cover fins in the ſcripture-phraſe, is to forgive 


them. Now of this ſaying there are ſeveral ſen- 


ſes given, which cannot be all true perhaps, and 


which 1 cannot Rand now to recite ; but the words 
are true in theſe two ſenſes. 1. If he that is truly 
charitable, be alſo endowed with other vertues 
and qualifications required ef à chriſtian; then, 
though he may have a great many infirmities and 
miſcarriages to anſwer for, yet theſe failings ſhall 
be overlooked and buried in his works of chari- 


ty; and then they mean the ſame with that of 


the Pſalmiſt, Vith the merciful God will ſhew him- 
e merciful, i. e. he will ſhew him all favour 


_ poſſible. 


2, Or elſe, if you underſtand theſe words, Cha- 
rity Hall cover the multitude of fms, as ſpoken of a 
perſon who, though vicious in all other reſpects, 
yet out of principles of common humanity, os 
natural goodneſs of temper, or greatneſs of ſpirit, 
is very ready and inclin'd todo generous and great 
things for the good of the world, (which is a caſe 
that may ſometimes happen) they mean this, that 
though charity alone will not be ſufficient to 


make ſuch an one happy in the other world, be: : 


e n 1 pet. LE. a 
a he is e incapable of it; yet it mall 
be conſidered ſo far as to leſſen his puniſhment. 5 
He mall. be in a leſs intolerable condition (tho 
that be fad enough) than the. 777 and 3 
or than they who have delighted in doing 


1 phy 6 N 
Thus 5 have exhorted you 73 "the Wvine e erer- 
. ciſe of baving Kar charity among yourſelves, as 

to ſociety, as it 18 moſt agree- 
able to our Pa 3s it pields the greatelt 
pleaſure and delight, as we cannot otherwiſe en- 
| 28 to be forgiven oy Almighty God, as it is 
| the moſt God-like qua jon we can poſſibly 
be indowed with, as 25 is the command of the 
Great Author of our 8 as we are all the 
children of the ſame heaven nly Father, as it will 
| adorn our chriſtian profeſſion, do honour to 
EDD cauſe it W 0% . mA. 
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Auch weary themſelves to commit ini- 


HE prophet Jeremiah, from the begin- 
ning of this chapter moſt paſhonate- 
ly bewails the woful degeneracy and 

wickedneſs of his country-men, and 

£ wes exprefics the moſt generous concern 
for them, upon account of the many {ad calamities 
that were coming on them, as a puniſhment for 
their ſins. After having enumerated ſeveral of 
the reigning vices, he concludes, They weary them- 
ſelves' to commit iniquity, intimating thereby both 
the exceeding great number of their ſins, and the 
uneaſineſs of ſuch a courſe of life. 5 
Though theſe words were ſpoken of the Fews 

| more than two thouſand years ago, yet I ſhall 

„ endeavour ( N divine aſſiſtance) to ſhow, 

hat it may be faid of all wicked men, They 
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\.. FERMON View 33 7 
bin) thetnſelves to commit iniguity; or, which comes {| 
to the ſame. purpoſe, to prove, that a wicked 
Ute is full of wearineſs and difficulties ; that vir 

tue is more eaſy than vice, and piety than wick- - © _ 


; — 


This will no doubt ſeem a paradox to many: . 
That it is eafter to be virtuous than vicious 2 
what all wicked men deny. They reckon reli- 
gion an intolerable drudgery, and the yoke of 
Chriſt an inſupportable burden. They repreſent 
a godly life as the moſt dull, uneaſy, troubleſome 
5 lite imaginable. And whenever our vicivus ha- 
| bits betray us into any ſin, which is attended 
with miſchievous conſequences, or involve us in 
| any ſort of misfortunes, we are very ready to al- 
ledge in our own defence, that virtue is moſt 
difficult and uneaſy, and is deſtitute of both 
leaſure and advantage. 5 Z 1 e | Rr 
A As theſe ſpies whom we read of Numb. xii * | 
deſerved ill of the Hraelitiſß camp, who having 
inflamed their breaſts with a defire of conquering _ 
Canaan, by ſhewing them a cluſter of its excel- 
Jent grapes, did afterwards deftroy theſe fame in- 
clinations which they had excited, by telling their 
eager brethren, that the country was as üncon - 
querable as pleaſant, and that its inhabitants ex- 
ceeded other men in ſtrength and ſtature, as much 
as its fruits exceeded others in goodneſs: Even 
ſo many who recommend virtue and religion to 
{ our choice, as being attended with the greateſt 
pleaſure and ſatisfaction, do yet diſcourage and 
deter us from the noble and glorious purſuir, by 
telling us, that the exerciſe of virtue and relig- 
on are attended with as much difficulty as they - 
de furniſhed with 1 Whereupon many 
„ Ups "" Rs". 
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„ SERMON FMI. 
in this n, diſſuaded from taking on reſalu 
tions of Hving virtuouſly, though otherwiſe they 
have a great eſteem fer virtue and virtuous per- 
ſons, and wickedneſs is by ſuch a way of repre- 
ſlenting virtue, furniſhed with an excuſe. to de- 
"tain thoſe whom it hath already overtaken ; But 
if we conſider that infallible doctrine delivered 
by our Saviour, we may find, that he exhorted 
his diſciples and followers to the practice of hig 
holy religion, by aſſuring them, that his yoke pax 
, and bis burden very light; and he call their 
fins a wearineſs and heavy Pad z and lays my text, 
They weary themſelves to commit iniquity. — _ 
That vice is more uneaſy and wearifome than 
virtue, will appear more evidently from the fol- 
ns plain conſiderations © 
I. Vice oppreſſes our nature, and conſequently 
it muſt be uneaſy : Whereas virtue improves,.ex- 
alts, and perfects our nature; therefore virtue 1. 
2 more natural operation than vice; and that 
which is molt natural muſt be moſt eaſy : Thus 
when we would expreſs any thing to be eaſy ta 
a perſon or nation, we ſay it is natural to them: 
Moreover all vices are unreaſonable, and what is 


| fi 1 


againſt reaſon muſt be againſt nature. 
Vice is, in all ſhapes, prejudicial to nature: 
Intemperance oppreſſes and ruins ir; Whereas 
ſobriety cheriſheth and ſtrengtheneth is. As mur- 
ger kills it at once, fo gluttony, drunkenneſs and 
Juſt wear it out by certain degrees; jealoufy ig 
n conſtant and immediate torment to it. And 
generally whenever nature is diſtreſt, it flieg fe 
virtue either for protection, as to courage, juſſice 
and clemency: or for recovery, as to temperance 


induſtry and chaſtity. The hoary bead is for the 


np 


er 


". hon; and other e rz ut] anny over 
mai to- that height; that he mut 18 them in 
| (a his own cut-chroat. The 2 
+ fome fins are againſt our own bodies; not berauſe 
men nene e ſornt njeaſure, bur beeauſe ſome 
are y prejudicial} to our bodies, het the 
Ine much of all mem inchaati- 
thar this one conſſderation might 
13 latest to reſtrain ſuch perfons from c - 
_ -mitting: them; as were even fo wicked à8 to diſ- 
bey a, Saviour wha died for them. And uhy is 
nat laws att ſo fevers 


oper 


<< 


paint vice, but be- 
ts the members af 


which publick Niles 15 a Numa inflMeup- 
_ ob cnmitals; are a plain proof how gteat an ene- 
mm ce i to nature, 1 75 whoſe ik condukt, 
_ -and; for whaſe errors; it ſutfers ſometimes. the 
melt incepteſſithe. tormonts::: . 
Erer vice alſp has its own euer diſeaſs, 
1 whith: öde nab leads. Envy brings m 
te leannefſs; the envious n, Uke the vip 
Filled by n The witer 6 


125. 14. 


Luſt brings em con ig; and paimiul — 1 1 
 Prvnkennefs, —_— and gours 4 


1a is ad una — 
any thing for his relief or cbmfbrt. 15 0 
E fevers. and frenzies: AH which are 
ticular inſtances of tha-uneaſineſs and 
ive nature of vice. Conſider how mach 
4b Beete anger disfigure the ſweetaſt face, 
b much 2 „ and bly 


theſe” 


poltk ys that 
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ricide, oppreſſion, | cruelty, ingratitude, lying, 
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theſe ye will find, that vice is an enemy to na- 
ture; in theſe nature evidently labours under 
Tome diſtemper, and is diſtreſſed in its operation. 
But on the other hand, the apoſtle Fuul, Rom. ii. 14. 
tells us, that moral virtue is agreeable to na- 


ture; The Gentiles who babe no law, do by nature 


the things contained in the law, and are a law wito 


- themſelves, which ſhews the work of the law written 


in their bearts. And in the firſt chapter of the ſame 
epiſtle, 3 1. verſe, it is a part of the wicked man's 


cCharadter, that he is without natural affetion. Ate 


not all his fins termed unnatural? What is pa- 


Iuxury, covetouſneſs, & c. but the ſubverſion of 


theſe laws of nature which are written on the 


tables of our hearts? We call an undutiful child 
unnatiral: And Ahſalom's rebellion againſt his 

father is called an ummatural rebellion. Nature in- 
clines us to pity and compaſſion, and to ſympa- 


thize with the miſerable; ng i. all uncha- 


ritable diſpoſitions are unnatural. Doth not na- 


ture, by giving us tongues to expreſs our thoughts, 
teach us, that to diſguiſe, © or contradict our 
thoughts, is to act contrary to what nature directs? 


And feing the not acknowledgement of favours 


hinders the future relief of our neceſſities, it 


muſt be as unnatural to be ungrateful as it is 
natural to endeavour: to get our wants ſupplied. 
It is owned by all, that nature is ſatisfied with 

little, and deſires nothing that is ſuperfluous; by 


| this rule all theſe vices are unnatural which e 
Gſt in exceſs or ſtretck themſelves toi ſuperſſu-. 
ty; ſuch as oppreſſion, injuſtice, luxuty, Aruhkx- 
I Lag covetouineſs, and the like: For 

if nature be {ati 4 


** 
4 


7 Jer. 1K. 
adds contrary to nature, who covets and e 


deſires more than that little which is ſufficient, 


| who ſqueezes and unjuſtly robs others to add to 
his own ſuperfluity; or who eats, drinks, ar 


ons more upon himſelf than nature requires. 


much for the firſt argument to prove, that tis 
more uneaſy. to be vicious than virtuous. All 
vices are unnatural, and conſequently uneaſy, as 
on the other hand, what is natural is always 
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| . ſome; for we ſoon weary of any thing which is 
7 attended with pleaſure, even thoneh 
bring us ſome advantage. 

is no happineſe or eaſe. + 


ſes away like the, crackling of thorns wider a pot, 


as the wiſe. man elegantly expreſſes it. The plea - 
ſures of ſfin/are-but for a Moment; there's no 
ing them: And if we endeavour to make un 
efeQt. by a frequent repetition, and conſtant 


xi 
his 
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dcceſſion of them, they then ſoon become nau - 
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ſure. Thus ſinners are like the troubled. ſea, toſ, 


ſed to and fro, and yet can find no reſt or ſatiſ- 
faction: They ramble on in one kind of de- 
bauchery until they axe obliged... to. try another 
for a ſort of diverſion; they go round from ona 
Un to another, ſo that 1 whole life is a e N 


eagerly = 
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is more unpleaſant than vertue; and 
therefore it muſt be more uneaſy and weari- 


ven though it ſhould 
Vithout pleaſure there 


There are indeed ſome vices which promiſe. a 
— deal of pleaſure in the commiſſion of them, 
but wy 2 . bat ſhort-lived and 1 
ent, a ſudden flaſh preſently. extinguiſhed. Ia 
heriſhes in the very enjoyment, and quickly paſ- 


| ſerous. Men are cloyed and tired with them; 
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and then in involving us in more troi 


Pen the 
| haps uttered. very innocently, and without any 
_ defigned affront, how many have, by murdering 
the ſpeaker, or ſome rath attempt, deprived. them; 


impriſoned, for fear of priſon; and dying daily 
aro the moſt retleſs tormemting patſins thar can 
| poſſeſs. the mind of man; they keep men. perpe- 


tually contriving and ſtudying hom to effect their 
miſchievous purpoſes; they break their reſt, and 


ed bim, and kept him from contentment, as you 
may ſee Eſtber v. chap. where, after he had 
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he. concludes ver. 13. et all this availeth, me 
nothing ſo long as I ſee Mordecai the Jew fit- 
Linz in the king's gate. The man who is of a pas 3 
Lonate hot temper, is a ſlave to every trifle ; he 
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ful and uneaſy, both in perſuadipg us that theſe 
are affronts, which of their own nature are none, 
Hage, than the pleaſure of revenge can com- 
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te: For one word, which the ſpeaker per- 
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ſelves of the privilege of ſeeing, their friends | 
without horror, or of coming abroad without 
imminent danger; skulking in dens like. thieves; 


to ſhun the death they fear. ,. Hatred and malice 
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diſturb their very ſleep; as Solomon obſer ves, 


RN a | | 
d their ſleep 7s taten away. except they 
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cauſe ſome. ta fall. Theſe uneaſy paſſions imbitter 
all the good things they enjoy, ſo that they have 
no taſte or reliſh of them. A remarkable ex 
ample of this we have in Haman, who, though 
he enjoyed all manner of worldly felicity, yet the 
hatred he bore to a: poor man Aſordecai torment- 


— 


— 


related to his friends all the honours and favours 
upon him, 
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is a upon every wh 15 Ma 


compoſes 


rage and fury beyond 
ſo and religion, 'he is betrayed'Into, many unrea- 


ſonable and raſh' actions, "wHlleh" end in ſhame 2 


and 4 bitter repentance. a n i 


Covetouſneſs is a moſt painful and uneaſy — 3 


it makes the covetous man ſit uß late and 


ing up worldly” things.” Covetouſneſs is unſati⸗ 


able, the more it gets, the more it craves; 1 
grows faſter than riches can do; Let the cove- 
tous man's eſtate be never ſo great, yet the de- 


ſire he has of increaſing it, his anziety in kee 


ing it, and his fear of lofi ing it, bereave him f 
all ue comfort ot Rariefaciion. in the | enjoymens 


| on 26,” 


A diſeaſe this is which gives conſtant pain, and 


at the ſame” time has this pecülfar to it, that 


thoſe Who are under it defi ire never to be cured 
of it; in which reſpe@&it_is as 4 madneſs, 'which 


makes men value themſelves in hat wherein eve. 


ry body elſe fees them diſtra 
welk uf Ahe maägelg do | 
arve/amidſt plenty'y! de ſtarve "themflves, and 
the heir to whothy the Vale to le 
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ce "_ Hey” 
little forgetfulneſs or negligence of à ſervant, 
inferior or neighbour, or the ſmalleſt Toſs, dif. h 
and ruffles his mind, and raiſes” ſuch 
forms and tumults in his breaſt, as require time 
a ains to lay and appeaſe. Tranſſ ported by 
d the bebe of rea: 


early, and ſpend all his time and pains in 5 | 


|” Svaries"i fo wigctountable'4' Mi; kor- 
is apt rather to call it à diſeaſe than a vice; 4 
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out. reluctaney. But though there 


Were = mch diſadvantage: aitending the cg 
miſzon af fin, yet the natural harrur which is 
Fon ſequent upon it, is great enough to render it 

Unaccountable, that any man ſhould be vicibne 


once ge condemn us without witneſſes; 


and * arm of that executiener cannot be ſtap 
7 bed. An if we conſider, that: neither the at: 
© tendance = friends, nor the enjoyment af all ant» 
ward pleaſures, can comfort theſe whoſe! conſeis 
| ence. B once awakened, and begins ta agcuſe 


dem, we cannot but conchide, that viee is to 
pitied as well as ſnunned; and that this alobe 


Wakes it more u neafy tan virtue, which: — 


greateſt e e After 


1 crowned, vicious deſigns, yet vice meets- with-the 


ta ſineſs of en ons is puniſhed for 
ping (cnc pag wh they think upon their 
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| makes . W 835 thro nothing : 
Takes ts the torments of N lty 2 {cience. Tum 
theſe ay, of all torments 
appears From. this, that although death be very 
rible, and though we have naturally 's ſe 
- i averſion. to it, (men being willing to : 
roxtores, repraaches, poverty, and the ſharpeſt 
afflitions, to {hun its encounter.) yet men, 4 — 
rid of the er of a guilty conſcience, has 
| even laid violent hands u themſelves, ves, adding 
the guilt and infamy of felf murder to the hoe 
| rars of an ordinary death, as Judas did. "Rt 
The greateſt puniſhment that a ah. xr ey _ | 
| can fuffer in this world, is to be obliged to on- 
verſe with himſelf. Diverſion or non attention 
is his only ſecurity ; be fears nothing ſo much as 
reflection: For if he once begins to reflect, and. 
| "ya . to the conſideration of his 
pe lite and actions, he anticipates hell himſelf, 
lier infernal furies to laſh him; he be- 
his on tormentor. If 0 be. chances ta loak 
ins the bot a his — 2 2 there 
| S Ieartu image _— 
this . inſcription, God 1 every 


| to gud 


| his foul. And 2 it is that wicked men 
E hae nothing & much as to be alone, and ib 
: od 12 converts with themſelves; they wand 
5 ee fe to hide themſelves from themſelves 
| - ompany by any ere 
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Gehs' and groans betray the bitter äanguifh öf 
their ſouls, and call for pity and compaſſion: 
What doth all this fignity, but that they are 
and jealouſies, which will ever and anone be crowd - 
ing in upon them, and that ſometimes even when 


they attempt to indulge themſelves in their plea- 
ſures. Their conſcience proves a reſtleſs and 


troubleſome gueſt; its gnawings and rebukes im- 


bitter all their delights, and diſturb their quiet. 
Now if vice be attended with ſuch remorfe and 
horror, it muſt certainly be very uneaſy and 
weariſome. They weary themſelves to commit ini - 
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4. Vicious perſons muſt in many cafes difſemble 


virtue, which is more difficult than to be really 
virtuous. Vice before it can compaſs its end 


muſt frequently cloak itſelf under the colour of 


of virtue; the greateſt wickedneſs endeavours to 


be moſt private: It is the way of many wicked 
perſons to conceal their vices under the ſpecious 
mers of ſanctity, good nature, zeal for religion, 
and the like. All men who deſign either honour, 


tiches, or to live happily in the world, do either 


propole to be virtuous, or at leaſt pretend it. 
Now ſuch. pretenders and hypocrites have cer- - 


tainly a very difficult part to act; for they muſt 
not only be at all that pains which is requiſite in 


being virtuous, hut they muſt ſuper-add to theſe 


all the troubles that diſſimulation requires, which 


is alſo a new and greater task than the other: 
Not only ſo, but they muſt over- act virtue, with 


| deſign to take off that jealouſy, which becauſe = 
they are conſcious of deſerying, they therefore 


yex themſelves: to remove. #oſe the firſt, and 


one of the beſt of the reformers of manl 


nd „ — D 8 4 0 Fa Py 


A 


Ke tag 91 e * N 1 B 4 PFF l * 
4 : - * 72 OY N 7 ITO 6 : LE l Jl 9 7 . . |: 1 3 w 4 1 4 q OS 
* . 7 „ : * LY Peg. © Oat" 
** p 2 po ; : - * * et ET 7 ; 
BLEED ; . 3 — ＋ [ 2:3 '® Ci * R a ; 
5 3 a . SUBS * . * oe” 
7 K #5, 8 * i n * : 
e Jer, Ia; 38 ĩðĩ 


* 7 
L $ I 
* ? 
= 


— 


was the meekeft man upon the face of the earth: 
But Febu, who was but a counterfeir zealot, dade 
furiouſly, and called up by ſtanders to ſee that 
zeal of his, which elſe he knew they had reaſon _ 
not to believe: And the juſteſt of all the Iſrael 
tiſh- kings, did not ſeem to rake ſo much pains 


to execute juſtice as Abſalom, who is ſaid to have 
Rayed all the day Zou in the gates of Jeruſalem, 
informing himſelf of all perſons and affairs, tho 


| he was as little deſigned to redreſs their wrongs, - 
as he ſhewed yu inclination to know them; 


and all this, that he might gain the people to 


be the inftruments of his moſt unnatural rebelli- 
on, And in our ordinary converſation we are 
Kill zealous of thoſe who are too ſtudious, and 


at too much pains to appear virtuous, and are 
very ready to call their ſincerity in queſtion, 
who make too much noiſe (i. e. a more than or- 


dinary noiſe) about their religion, though we 
have no other reaſon than this very thing for bh 


doubting their ſincerity : From which we may 
conclude, that theſe who deſign to be really vir- 


tuous, have a much eaſter task than theſe preten- 


ders have, becauſe they have not their own con- 


| ſcience, nor the jealouſies of others to wreſtle © 
| againſt: But beſides, theſe hypocrites want that 
Habit of virtue which renders all the pains of 
ſuch as are really virtuous caly to them. And 
what is more difficult for them t 

cCuſtom, which time renders a ſecond nature; and 


which is ſo prevalent as to facilitate to virtu- 


dus perſons the moſt difficult pieces of virtue? 
* There is no hypocrite, how cunningly ſoever he 
may act his part, but muſt very often by 


an to act againſt 
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Ranklf for want of theſe habits of virtue, which 
make it natural to good men: Nap, what ſtill 
— their task more difficult, de diſſemblers 
a4 againſt their own inclinations, which is da- 
ang vidlence to nature. How much pained and 
Uiſicalled muſt we imagine Haman to have been, 
when his maſter commanded him to lead Morde- 
ai in triumphant proceſlion, whom he maortal- 
iy hated ? How mach eaſier is the exercide of 
charity to the traly charitable man, than to him 
whoſe intereſt obliges him to pounterfeit a 
kindneſs for poi; ner ae he hates? What a dif- 
ficult task has the liar to perform, when he muſt 
gain credit to wg, uy knows to be falſe, and 
. 0 = 
y out, that he ma 
ver contradid himſelf ? iv 
F. Vice makes the vicious man fear all men; 
even as many as he . we to 
his v ies. 
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Charity | Sufereth long, and is 1 : 190 
rity envieth not; charity vaunteth not 
itſell, is not puffed up, 


Doth not behave itſelf PEI Kerlen, | 


not her own, is not al Pro 
thin keth no eil. T 5 8 


Nejoicerꝶ not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in 


- "the rrath : 


B eareth all things, belief all. thi mers. | 


n all things, endureth all ct . 


ö HIS admirable chiter deſcribes and. 
Celebrates the greatgſt of all virtues; 

| it makes all the excellencies which 
men can arrive at coniemptible, ex- 
cept they are attended with charity. 


This Niete of mens actions gives luſtre and 
| grace to every thing that is 8 by him 


| whom it inſpires. | : 
ra 1 6 5 Verſe 
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are rich or learned, or kind to. us, or of our de- 


: children of God, becauſe his grace. appears in 


to another, ſays Chriſt, John i . 
brother, theſe words muſt. not be taken in a ſtrict 


| 1 even ont enemies not ercepted; Mat. 
ri 
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nomination among religious parties, or of t 
fame opinions with us; but becauſe they are the 


them, and his. image is ſtamped upon them. On 
the other hand, love to our neighbour. is the 
faireſt evidence we can have of love to God, 
Fa man. ſay, 1 love God, and 


1. John iv. 20. / 
hateth bis brother, he 7s a liar; for he that Tloveth 


not bis brother whom be bath ſeen, how can be love. 
God whom be bath not ſeen? By this Hall all men 
know that ye are my. diſciples, if ye have. love one 
Again, 
when we ſpeak of loving our neighbont, or our 


ſenſe, but mult. be underſtood to include all men, 
all who, partake of the Tame human nature with 


| commands us to love our enemies, 10 
bleſs them that curſe us, to do_ good ta them that bate 
15, and to pra) for them that Upiiifully 5e us and 
perſecate; zu. Thus far ought. our” charity to be 
exten d before 1 it can deſetve che gat De, or claim 
the 7 1 ue of this virtue; for the worſt of men 
;particular friends and benefactots. And. 

has all men or its o bject, ſo it com: 
= Hum in it, 1. habit of good-will, or 'be- 
nevalence in te ſ foul 3 9p wort us. to 55 
al to others, in reſpe eithe r fouls, 
Ae dee. theit reputation, or. 15 eſtate 
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faid to fulfil the royal law (as the apoſtle James 
calls it chap it. ver. 81) Thou ſhalt love thy neigb- 
hour as thyſelf; and in N of this, we 
will practiſe that golden rule which we have 
Mat. vii. 12. Hbatſoever ye would that men'ſhould do 
to you, do ye even ſo to them. The meaning of which 
words is, put thyſelf in ſuch a man's condition, 
and conſider what treatment, what favours' in 
that caſe thou mighteſt fairly and juſtly expect 
trom him, and be thou ſure to deal with him ac- 
cording to thoſe thy juſt and regular expectations. 
Altter what has been ſaid, charity may be de- 
fined more ſully thus, a ſincere love to God, evi- 
dencing itſelf by ſach an habitual good - will to 
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men, as diſpoſes us to wiſh well to, aſſiſt, and 
relieve then. VV 
The ſecond thing propoſed was, To eonſider 
the properties and fruits of this divine grace here 
 expreſt ; Charity ſuffereth long, and is kind; cha - 
rity envieth not; charity vawiteth not itſelf, is not 
| puffed up, doth not behave itſelf unſeemly, ſeeketh 
not her own, is not eaſily provoked, thinketh no evil, 
rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth; 
| bearcth all things, helieueth all things, bopeth all things, 
unt | on ĩͤ 

| 1. Charity ſuffereth long: It baniſhes all deſire 
of revenge, and inclines to forgiveneſs, notwith- 
| ſtanding all the injuries one may receive. De- 

| praved nature is always for remdring evil for evil. 
The uncharitable man is tranſported with rage and 
fury againft thoſe who have injured or affronted 
him, though perhaps the injury be, in a great 
meaſure, imaginary, and ſeeks an opportunity to 


Anne . 
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de revenged Upon them. The language of his 
heart is, I vill do to bim as be bat done ta 
CV * 0 ; me 


I x 


4 will, render 7 1 may pi.” ti to. bis work, 
Twill recompeuce evil, (Hs (it is erpreſt Proverbs 


throws..off. this natural propenſity to vengeance, 
and makes a man imitate God, who bath . — 
 &d hielt to be merciful and. gracious, long. ſuſfer- 
Ts at in goodneſs, and forgiving. , 
anſorefion and n, Exod. xxxiv. 6 
3, Thers i not one'precept ſo often repeated in 
New Teſtament as this of long: ſuffering and 
- foxgiveneſs, - Be 5e kind to one another, ſays the 
apolile Paul, tender-bearted, forgiving one another, 
"Epheſ., av. 32, Forbearing one another, forgiving 
ne another: If. any man bave a quarrel againſt any, 


13. And again ſays the apoſtle Eiter, N ot ren · 
ang evil for evil, nor railing for. railing, but 


Bod commands us, Matth, v. 44+. to love our ene: 
Mies, to bleſi them. that curſe us, and to pray for 
c hem which deſpitefn H uſe us and perſe cuts. ns, from 
the conſiderat ion of the example of C himſelf, 
-who. maketb bis ſun ta iſe on the evil and on the 
Jaad, and ſendeth, rain tot be Juſt and to the 11 
27 is the moſt powerful conſideration imagi- 
AA 10 exc 


8 fouren of all perfection and happineſs, 
ſs. to him is the higheſt perfection and 
cuſs hppa we can wiſn for: And the de- 
imitating him is the infallible niark of all 
His, children. God is maſt eminently. remarkable 
dr | is js log-in goodneſs:.to enemies, not 
3 H. Os af hie e Mercies, 1 
oy a peQ.iof his ſpititual. We are 3 
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Nriv., 29. But charity, that heavenly. grace, 


ren as Cbriſt forgave: you, ſo alſo do Yrs, Col, iii. 


<Sontrarywiſe. bleſſng,. 1 Pet. in. 9. The Son of 


ite us to 1 ition and behaviour. 
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as prevents vur eternal ruin, which would; haye 
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ruin their bande in His innocent bloed, 
e for 2þ they know not what: they oh 
e F 34. The goſpel enjoins forgive - 
0, from the confi deration of our own: in- 
„ N and Date ſhall be forgiven, : fays 
rif go fin give men their treſ- 


25 forgive not men their, treſpaſſes,' neither u 
r. Zath: 7 your repoſe, Mat. e Hb 
The Gurl e man, bythe exerciſe of f ſpire. 

Nel AL PNG obeys; God, imitates the example f 
| 1 Jen 195 e acceſſion to his reward. 
1 4 Love to God, his, Saviour and bimſelf, . 
8 h im 7c return good for evil, love for be. 
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nour. In a word, the charitable man can: ſafely 
pray to God to forgive him his treſpaſſes, as he 
. forgives them that treſpaſs againſt him. 
2. Charity 75 kind, and doth good. This is in- 
"deed the true way by which we moſt try the 
* ſincerity of our forgiveneſs ; for though good-will 
is the eſſence of charity, yet it lying under 
ground, and out of fight, we cannot conclude its 
being and life without viſible fruits of benefi- 
cence, and the actual performance of good and 
kind offices to the perſons whom we pretend to 
love. Kind words are, at beſt, but the leaves of 
charity, but kind offices are the real fruits of it, 
by which its ſincerity is demonſtrated. Tis eaf: 
to ſay I forgive ſuch a man; for many are laviſ 
enough of ſuch proteſtations, who yet think that 
words lay no bonds upon them: But if, when an 
opportunity of doing him good is offered, we 
N tis a ſure evidence, that there yet 
forks malice in the heart. Where there is a 
through forgiveneſs, there will be. a readineſs to 
do ſervice ; thus our Saviour exhorts us to do good 
to them that bate us, Mat. v. 44. A charitable 
perſon will gladly embrace the opportunity of 
evidencing the, truth of his reconciliation, and 
will endeavour, by acts of kindneſs to charm 
his enemy into good nature, and to draw him to 
peace by theſe cords of love; by ſo doing he, as 
it were, kills an enemy, and gains perhaps one of 
the beft and ſureſt of friends. To be kind and to 
do good, is the moſt divine and God · like thin 
| one is capable of. A man has in nothing fo 
near a reſemblance of God as in doing good, and 
_ 5mitating his mercy, of whom the Pſalmiſt gives 
this amiable character, Thou art good, and _ 
pO 19 3 | | $0 _ 
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Zoo, Pal. crix. 68. By being uſeful, and by do- 
ing good to others, the charitable man alſo imi- 
tates the example of our bleſſed Lord and Savi- 

- our, the unparallelled lover of fouls, who went 

about always doing good. The deſign of Chriſt's 
coming down from heaven, and taking upon him 

our nature, was, to do good upon earth; his whole 


life was a continued train of beneficence and 


good offices; his actions and miracles were feed- 
Ing the hungry, curing the fick, and other er- 
trines inſtructing the ignorant, and reforming 


the wicked. And to crown all, he herein com- 


' mended his love to us, in that while we were yet. es- 


mies be died for our good. What glorious recom- , 


mendations are theſe of charity, which diſpoſes 
us to be kind, and to do good to all, eſpecially 
to. thoſe who ſtand maſt in need of it. 
3. Charity envieth not. Envy is a ſorrow at the 
' proſperity and good of another. This is the 
| Falelt and moſt deteſtable of all vices. The en- 
vious man himſelf is aſhamed to own it. Ie 
makes him miſerable, and fills him with torment- 
ing pain and grievons vezation. Solomon calls it 
the rottenneſs of the bones, Prov. xiv. 30. As it 
© hinders the happineſs of the envious man himſelf, 
ſo it never leaves off murmuting and fretting, till 
the envied perſon be made miſerable. Thus it js 
directly contrary to God and all goodneſs :. But, 
on the other hand, every perſon endowed with the 
divine grace of charity, rejoiceth with them that 
' rejoice, deſires to have others happy as well as 
himſelf, and takes pleaſure in his neigbbour's 
© welfare, whether he immediately ſhare in it er 
not. The charitable man, tho his circumſtances 
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Hiram king of Tyre, when he heard. of 155 pee 


able ſettlement of Solomon | upon Kathe 
throne, and of his wiſdom, rejoiced Mu 55 A1 
*faid, "Bleſſed be the Lord, who hath given, unto Da- 
Me, 2 Chron. xii. 
12. 1 Kings v. 7. Such e ples. "ſhould, wake 
chriſtians aſhamed, Th vai in 9 Aretend to cha 
„it in the mean. time 05 hey are grievec at 
r_neighb bours, . e e x 


wpineſs. 
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now fallen low in the world. To ſuch we bouts a 


miniſter relief in ſuch a ſecret and obliging man- 
ner, ad that they may receive it with cheerful- 
neſs and e and without bluſhing and 
confuſion : | Surely ; ſuch alms are, well:yleaGpg 
and acceptable 20 God, who ſeeth in. 4 
will rerard openly what we give. to, ſuch proper 
- objects of charity. 5 
Perhaps this quality of charity, N that it uf 
oth not aſelf,' may reſpect the pompous. fa 
of ſome people, whoſe . extendet 79 5 
death itſel and would be praiſed when- 
rotting in their, graves. To perpetuate EE, 
mory, they: build ſtately edifices to lodge the 
poor in, and-expend-more in building theſe g- 
nificentiſtructures than would maintain double the 
aumber of theſe unhappy people they are deligned - 
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who moſt need and beſt deſerve it, and ut ONE 
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-Charitable man will refrain from all word 


; 5. Chatity is not pufid up. The charitable i. 
bumble, and free of that vice of pride, which is 
abomination to the Lord. The fame apoſtle, 


Cl. iii. 12, adviſes to put on bowels of mercy, kind- 
veſt, bumbleneſs of mind, meckneſs, long ſuffering. 


And Rom. xii. 30. he joins humility with love 


vor charity, Be ki:dly afßectioned one to another, with 


Brotherly love, in bonour preferring one another. Now - 
humility conſiſts in having a moderate opinion of. 
ourſe]ves, and in being content that others ſhould 


have the ' ſame of us; whereas pride makes us 


think highly of ourſelves, and diſpleaſed if others 


have not the fame thoughts of us. God has ex- 
preſſed the greateſt degree of hatred to this fin 


IN he reſiſteth the proud. From pride 
ow anger, ftrife, contention, and a conteinpt of 


our neighbours. The proud man, being blinded. 


with ſelf love, does not ſee the good qualities of 


his brother; whereas the charitable man, who has 


"wniferigned love to his brethren, is not blind folded 
by an exceſſive and vicious ſelf. love; he is ſenſible 
of his own faults and imperfections; he ſees and 


values the endowments, excel lencies, and gifts of 
ME em oi r ee 


. Charity doth not behave itſelf unſeemly \ ſome 
(as Eraſmns) tranſlate theſe words thus, Doth not 


rec kon any thing unſeemly or unbecoming, if it be 
profitable, that is, the charitable man doth not 
"reckon any thing below him, whereby he may do 
good to his neighbour, but he will condeſcend to 


the meaneſt offices of charity. When it - is ſaid,as 


in our tranſlation, that ir doth not behave itſelf 


wiſtemly, the meaning appears to be this, that the 
8, gc” 5 
ſtures, 
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ſtares, or behaviour, which are not conſiſtent with | 
the tendereſt love and regard to his neighbour” — 
Whatever aſſiſtance or relief he gives to his bro 


ther g he does it in ſuch a benign, human, and 
courteous manner, as very much enhances the 
value of his charity, and adds to the gratitude 
and comfort of the receiver. When he gives, he 
does it not with lofty looks, angry words, or 4 
ſcornful behaviour. He does not give as if he 


bad been forced to it by importunity, or merely 


to get rid of a dun; he does not upbraid his ſap- 


plicant with the poverty of his condition. Thus 


je imitates God, who giveth liberally to all that 
„ „„ , TG 
7. Charity ſeeketh not ber own, i. e. ſeeketh not 
her own praiſe, profit or pleaſure. Charity baniſhes 
from our minds all baſe and ſelfiſh principles, en- 
larges the foul, and makes us look on theſe nar- 


FS 
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row and ungenerous actions which center wholly 
in ourſelves, with diſdain. The charitable man 


does not confine all his views to himſelf, but ſtu- 


dies 10 be as uſeful as poſſibly be can, Charity 
is directly conttary to a mean and mercenary 


% #F -» 4 


ſpirit; it makes à man noble and generous in his 


temper, and qualifies him for great and mighty 
| riidertakings. A Charitable diſpoſition makes a 
man a bleſſing to his country and generation; fo 
that he lives beloved. and dies lamented by all 


1 


* 


The charitable man prefers the being like God, 
and doing all the good he can to others, to any 
little private intereſt and advantage of his own. 
He does good to thofe from whom he can expect 
no return. To this our Saviour exhorts, Cake xvii. 
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hide their virtues; others are hypocritical, and 
conceal their vices under the ſpecious ſhews of 


ſanctity, good nature, and the like. And we can 


This property of charity, that it thinketh no 
evil, is of great uſe, and very diſcernible in re- 
ligious debates. We ought ien to have 2 
Juſt zeal for that pure religion which we profeſs. 
But many ſeem to think, that the leaſt ures of | 

t im- 
portance, is inconſiſtent with zeal for the truth; 
they would have all men embrace their opini- 
ons, and are very laviſh of their anathemas 


_ againſt all who do not. Men of learning, and 


eſpecially divines, are frequently of 2 very vio- 
lent temper, and there is no extremity into 
which they are not capable of running, when 
they ſuffer themſelves to be tranſported by a 
zeal which ſeems to be founded upon the word 
of: God: And thus, when they. are engaged. in. 
ſharp diſputes about thoſe things which they 
take for divine truths, though perhaps. they are 
nothing but the produtt of ignorance and er. 
ror, they never put an end to the controverſy, 
until they ruin that charity and union which 


ought to abound - among chriſtians, as if their 


K 
5 nds of God, ; whach every Where enjoim 


peace, unity, loving kindneſs, forbearance / of 
one another, and whatever is contrary to a cru- 


el and perſecuting ſpirit. For want” of chari- 


which is always attended with moderation, 
y think nothing to ſentence millions of 2 4 
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pe their rath judgments to eternal perdition, by 
h 8 they thow themſelves the true followers 
| 3 


of theſe zealous diſciples, who, becauſe! the Sa- 
maritans would not receive. Chriſt in his way up 
nad fire to come down from beaven and conſume 
them, even as Elias did? To whom our Saviour 
anſwered and ſaid, rebuking them, Te)know not 
what maniter of ſpirit ye are of; for the ſon of ©» Vi 
man came not to deſtroy mens lives, but to ſave them, I 
Laike 3X d hy 5 
But, on the other hand, the truly charitable 
erſon, as he does not love his neighbour mere- 
 Iy becauſe he 1s of his denomination among re- 
ligious parties, or of the fame opinions with 
him; ſo no difference of opinion will alienate 
his affection from his brother, nor make him 
load him with bit ter invectives and harſh cen- 
ſures, which, inſtead of being profitable for con- 
viction, do -ordinarily hinder it, and harden 
| men againft it;, but he will compaſſionate the 
Ignorance, error or miſtake of his brother, and 
| endeavour to reform, or bring him to the know- 
ledge of the truth, not by violence, but by 
meekneſs, and all the peaceable and gentle 
ways which the goſpel enjoins. By ſo doin | 
| he will convince his brother, that he is ated 
| by a principle of unfeigned love and charity 
to his ſoul; which conſideration will do more 
to gain him, than many arguments interlined 
with ſuch uncharitable reflections, as ate com- 
| monly. uſed by thoſe who argue merely to ſerve 
2 party, or to ſupport a bad cauſe. The cha» 
ritable man will make his moderation known to all 
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that holy inftitution: On the other hand, ini- 
quity, (or, as it might be rendred, falſhood) which 
2s here oppoſed to truth, ſignifies the exercife of 
aàn idolatrous and falſe religion, ot the practice 
of ſuch ſuperſtitious vices and immoralities, as 
are inconſiſtent with, or contrary to the true re- 
ligion, which. is but another name for chriſtia- 
8 nity :' Conſequently this character of charity, 
that it rejoiceth not in iniguit), but rejoiceth in the 
Wy . truth, imports, „„ Jem 

III. That rhe Charitable man heartily -wiſhes, 
that the chriſtian religion were embraced and re- 
ceived by all men in all nations: He fincerely 
prays for thoſe happy days wherefn true chriſtia- 
nity ſhall triumph over all theſe idolatries and 
ſuperſtitions with which the far greateſt part of 
the world are blinded. He, God-like, deſires, that 
all men ſhould come to the knowledge of the truth, 
and that the light of the goſpel ſhould break in 
upon the dominions of the prince of darkneſs, to 
the praiſe of the glorious grace of God, and the 
the honour of our redeemer. He is grieved that 
the lives of chriſtians ſhould prove à ſcandal to 
their religion, and hinder its ſpreading in the 
world; to which perhaps nothing contributed ſo 
much as the want of charity in its chief pro- 

at feſſors. CS IRS LE £7 „ n 33S A435 4 hd 
4% 4; Bvr, 2. This character of charity, that it 22. 
+ Tejoiteth not in iniquity, . bit 'rejoiceth in the truth, 
| - Imports, That the Charitable man is glad, to ſee 
His fellow-chriftians' abound in the exerciſe of all 
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neighbour fall into fin. Thus they ſhow. them- 


1 4 


ſelves to be like the devil, whoſe delight it ha? 


been from the beginning to ſee m 


whom be may devour, Others again, if one whom 


they count their enemy, commit any great crime, 
imult and glory over the mis fortunate man, and 


thus add afliction to the aſſlicted, eſpecially if the ; 
- unhappy inner feel any Jorrow 


or miſery u 


the account of his miſcariages, . Others there ate 
who are heattily vered and grieved at the ſhin- 
ing virtues, and ſuperior excellencies of thoſe 
whom they cannot equal. Thus, whereas the 


: 8 


© converſion: of a ſinner is: well: pleaſing. to God, 


0 


charitable perſon it affords only matter of ſor- 
row. E f 1 a 5 1 0 211 gy +; ay 1 * Ny 725 945 1 ? ef wt : 105 Xt | A Fs i : - ; 

They alſo ttanſgreſs the law of charity, and 
ſhow themſelves to be deſtitute, of this character 
ot it, who are acceſſary to the fins of othess, 


; „ 
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directly or indirectly, either by commanding, 
; coun lll | . | 
or by defending, juſtifying, and encouraging them 
by their example or approba tion. 
But the charitable man's character is the reverſe 


g. FIRE ro, or aflifting them in in; 
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of all this. Virtue, where ever it is found, and 
by whomſoever it is practiſed, affords the moſt 
. Tegſible joy and pleaſure tg all charitable, that it, 
to all good men; whereas ſin, wickedneſs, and 
„ ummor ality, whether in 2 fr iend or in an enemy 3 


ver fail to occaſion grief and ſorrow. to them. 


and heard, and the filthy. converſation. of 


„ 
ver feel. greater joy than when they ſee their 


great crimingt as himſelf, and whoſe buſineſs has 
been to go; about, like a roaring lian, always ſeeking 


hus the unlawful deeds; which he daily, 15 
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, x Cor, ail 4 TO) . 
11. Charity beareth all things. The 
all things; which occurs fo often in this — 
is not to be underſtood in the moſt univerſal and 
diſtributive ſenſe, fo as to comprehend — ol 
thing, but muſt be reſt ticted to all theſe things 
which was conſiſtent with charity, to beat, t6 be- 

lieve, to hope, &c. (which is ordinarily ealled 23 
reſtriction, according to the nature of the ſubjqect 
ſpoken of.) According to out tranflation of theſe 
words, a tautology in the apoſtle's difcotirſe ſeems 
unavoidable; for I know no ſenſe of theſe! words 
as here tranſlated, which does not comeide' either 
with the firſt-property of charity, which we have 
der. 4. Charity ſuffereth- long, or with the laſt in this 
J. verſe, Charity endureth all things; but any that 
are acquiinted!with the original, know, that the 


word here tranſlated heareth; ru might perhaps 


be as well tranſtated covereth, that is concealeth. 
In favour of this tranſlation it may - be'faid; that 


this character of charity is not mentioned any 


where elfe in this catalogue! tis not probable 
Ful would have omitted it, feeing this is a re- 

markable property of charity, and expreſly mien- 
tioned as fucht elſewhere, vix. Prov. x. 12. Hatred 


| flirveth up /firifes, but love couereth all im. I do- 


not cite 1 P. iv. 8. (as pertinent to this purpoſe) 
For charity ſhall cover the multitude of fm, W 

te word''there tranſlated cover is gane, 
thongh it be fre equently underſtood to - ſignify 

the ſame with — word in my tert, there f 
to be another more natural and eaſy ſenſe: of 
the words of the 8 Peter, when cot npared 
wick the contett. , 
According to this trandarion of the e in 
my _ charety covereth all things; the meaning 
4 H 4 WL 
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appears to be this; the perſon endowed with cha- 
Airy; conceals the faults of others, while it is 
conſiſtent with charity to do ſo; that is, if their 
faults be not ſuch as make ir a greater act of 
charity to themſelves or others to diſcover them 
or if they be not ſo notorious, as that they cannot 


5 


otherwiſe, though it ſhould be to the diſadvan- 


an 


private admonitions prove ineffectual for re- 


faults to others for his good. We ſhall not need 


» 


* 
* 
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ere fo commanded by Chriſt himſelf, the beſt 
guide of conſcience, as well as the brighteſt pat- 
tern of charity, Matth. xviii. 15, 16, 17. More- 
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fail to berray themſelves. A caſe may, and does 


often happen, wherein charity to ourſelves obli- 

ges us to declare the faults of others: As for ex- 
| ample, when. this is the only Way to clear our 
on innocence, and to vindicate ourſelves from 
am alledged crime; for charity does not oblige us 
to throw away our goad name, out of pure com- 
plaiſance to our neignbour, nor to quit any thing 
neceſſary to the ſafety, peace and comfort of our 
lives, when the greater good of mankind does 
not require it. l LE ae. 
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Charity to a third perſon whom we know to 


be innocent, obliges us to declare his innocence al- 
Jo, either by witneſling when called to it, or 


tage of another's character: For the leſſer act of 


charity muſt certainly give way to the greater; 
and there's no doubt but it is greater charity to 
clear the innocent, than to conceal the faults of 
the guilty. Further, it may ſo happen, that it will 
a charity to our neighbour himſelf to 
publ 


iſh his faults than to conceal them ; as when 
to call this in queſtion. when we conſider, that we 


over, 
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_ ir spes Bel trofpoſtigatic the, bland. 
tell him his fault between thee and him alone: If Be 


fall hear t hee, tbon baſt gained thy brother: But if b. 
will not bear thee, then take with thee one or two 


more, that in the mouth of two or three witneſſes eu- 
ry. word. may be eflabliſhed. And if he ſhall negle& to 

Hear them, tell it unto the church: But if be negle® 

to bear the church, let bin be nber 2 erer : 


0 man and a publican, - N Th 
Blut in all other mee as che d af reputa- | 
tion are of all others the moſt incurable, and a 


good name is dearer to perſons of honour and 


generoſity than their very life; ſo all charitably 


deſerved. And perhaps ſuch a tenderneſs in hid- 
ing the fault, may ſooner bring rhe offender to 
repentance, eſpecially if it be: ſeconded (as it 
ought to be) with all earneſtneſs of private ad- 
monition: Nay; thongh the fault be ſuch that it 
cannot be concealed, yet ſtill thete may be place 
for this charity, i in extenuating and leſſening it 
as far as the circumſtances will bear, as if it were 
done ſuddenly and raſhly. Cbarity will make 


ſome allowance for human infirmity; and abate 


13 of the cenſute u hich would be due to 
a deſigned deliberate att, and fo'proportienably ' 
In other | circumſtances. ' But this property of 
charity has the moſt frequent opportunities of 
. exerting, itſelf toward thoſe of whoſe guilt we 
bave no certain knowledge; in ſuch a — cha- 
rity will: direct us 10 uſe all: poſſible methods to 

hinder all whiſpers- and ſurmiſes againſt o. 
hbour, from — to ſtifle that 1 2 Gla- 
Sx and ſo to . . * 
How 


Allpoſed people will endeavour to prevent wounds 
in ſuch a tender part, even when e have been. 
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| nn widely. different from this, ang how. high- 
Ayu it ahle is the copdutt of . 
i dad. of: eavering the faults of their neighbour, 
wks it their bufineſs to exaggerate them, and 
give theuralt difadvantageous repreſentation of 
cevety-the-leaft failute they obſerve. Nay, fore 
"there ate, wha, for af real faults, adventure 
0 bell ſame thing-of- their Ks pr wavy which they 
| — 10 be falſe, or for which they have ch 
* brannde, that it is at leaſt as likely to be 
offs a8 ne; and yet they have the confidence 
ro yorcar> 7 ven wie recommend to the 
wand this offspring of their malice ; by dong f 
2 ahh Wap ere 1 
4 zune 1 n ine 1— TK 135 K "ut 1 
— 4 publiſl-che 2 4 pe jon ma — 
itbey une tan common net tobe knomn One 
© DJImoft@unping and e ffectual way is introducing the 
if with poaking very much to one's com- 
| _ -maepdttions after which: ſpedious introduction, the 
-iſlgnderer pretends, that he knows or has heard 
-Omething concerning that perſon, which (as he 
would — people believe) he is very unwillin 
 taj;give:credit to, and loath to diſcover:- When 
be Bas thus awakened the curioſity of his hear- 
ers, MhO will be very deſirous; 1 he would ex- 
Nr fz he ende he cannot tell what he 
has to ay without a, promiſe of ſecrecy: This is 
no , -askedothan granted; and then he has 
1 fair ,opportnnity of venting” his malice He 
well kno ns thatuhis trick of delivering things by 
BY — ay of ſecret, makes them more believed''and 
„more ſhaken bf too; for he that — nuch a 
i an as a — to pleaſes = 
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r, laſt it ſpread over a whole. town as: cduntry:; 
d Nay, many are of ſuch a * chat "hg 10 804 
f i pain 10 them to keep a ſecret, and 
c bt an opportunity to disburden a a — 12 it. 
| Thus the unchaxitable man, by pretending ta ce 
ceal, takes the moſt effectual way to pu lifh t 
faults of his neighbour. And ſuse one may tru- 
4 * of tongues 5 employed, that they ate 
fre of as fawn n chap. iii. ver. 6. 


9 — deſtitute of that charity which cyver- 
eth all e 8 Nenn © 0). 2080 in 
12, Ch reveth all oblige; 1 e the chaxi- 
table man is 
and will. not be raſh in taking up a bad opinion 
of any man. Our on experience tells ug tht 
we are very unwilling to believe an ill ibing ef 
one 'whom we love; and hoever enden ours to 
ive us @ bad impreſſion of our friend ardinaxi- 
E incurs our diſpleaſure for it: Even ſo that im- 
ae and exceſlive- love which we have fer 
ourſelves, makes us bl ind to our own faults, and 
whoevet takes the liberty to put us in mind ef 
them, and deſires us to take notice of them, fre- 
queritly procures to himſelf a large ſhare of our 
hatred in return for his froedow, Hah Cece 
making but the truth. 1 e Slat: 
But erp erty, / as ods hand it is. not un- 
[xeGiiab FA dend nb re to one ſelf or cone 
I Fiend,” on the other hand, it is loath to bb 
e an * thi 
1 255 ka Te' is Hot 
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body elſe by delivering it to him as ſocreti alſu 
1- © and ſo it paſſes from one hand to another, that 


ae Fwy all their prerences; they ſhow 
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the charitable man will not change his good opi- 
nion of his neighbour upon every idle ſurmiſe 
and flying report. Charity teaches us to ob: 
ſerve a due medium between vain credulity on 
one hand, and unreaſonable diſtruſt on the other. 
It were certainly the greateſt injuſtice to fake 
up a bad opinion of a perſon, upon the teſtimo- 
ny of ſuch as ſhall have no warrant for what 
they talk, but only common fame. To this you 
are ſtill referred ſot the ſtory, while no particu- 
lar perſon will take upon him to ſtand to it. 
The caution and ſecrecy with which it is told 
may convince one, that the relater dares not hold 
his face to it, or undergo the trial; pethaps you 
may ſee by the fever ith zeal of the 1 elater Iz. that 
they are too much intereſted to be believed; in- 
tereſt or prejudice prompts them to diſperſe ſuch 
informations; and ſo in believing thein, we give 
them reaſon: to laugh at our ſimplicity, and be- 
come the executioners of their revenge and ma- 
Alice. None ſhould be believed but ſuch as are 
-vircuous, : and fuch. will never be authors of. miſ- | 
"reports; or curious to talk of other mens affairs; 
they will be aſhamed to have it thought, that 
they ſpend their time fo meanly, as to have lei- 


ſure to hear or enquire. into what does not con- 


cern them. And as the law, ſo all chari table men 
{ſhould ſuſpect witneſles who offer themſelves to de · 
poſe without being commanded or interrogate: U- 
pom theſe and ſugh!l;ke accounts the charitable man, 

: whoas forward to believe the beſt of all men, Wi 1 

- bb far from entertaining and encouraging thoſe 
At come to him with ſlanders, in order to make 
an condeive a bad opinion gf his neighbour. As 
cr common proverb ſays, If there were no "Ove 
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there would be no thief; fo if there were none that 
would give an ear to tales, there would be no tale» 
bearers. The giving too eaſy credit to ſuch people 
helps them to attain part of their end; they 'defire 
to ſpread a general ill opinion of ſuch a man; but 
the way of doing it muſt be by raiſing bad notions 
of him firſt in the minds of particular perſons; and 
if wie receive theſe at their hands, and entertain 
them, we ſo far contribute to their ſucceſs in their 
baſe deſign, and are at the ſame time guilty of the 
greateſt injuſtice to the perſon thus accuſed. 
But further, if after we have unjuſtly taken 
up a bad opinion of our neighbour,” we ſhall en- 
deavour to make others do ſo too, by repeating 
what we have heard, we make ourſelves directly 
a party in the ſlander. This comes very little 
ſhort of the guilt of the firſt whiſperer, and tends 
as much to the ruin of our neighbour's credit: 
And whoever has a mind to preferve his inno · 
cence in this matter, (as every charitable man will 
be careful to do) muſt never in the Ieaſt degree 
countenance ſuch as bring theſe falſe reports; for 
if Once he ſhall take pleaſure in hearing his 
neighbour's good name blackened, tis ten to one 
but he ſhall condeſcend to the mean employment 
of the tale-bearer, and propagate the ſlander. 
It is mens intereſt not to believe ill of others 
too eaſtly: For, beſides that by this means they 
may be ſtirred up even apainft their neareſt and 
deareſt relations, which may tend to their great 
diſadvantage, and rob them of their peace, Juiet, +} 
and. greateſt ſatisfaction in this world; beſides 1 
this, I ſay, they thereby eſtabliſh a precedeſſ 
againſt themſelves: For how do we know; bug » i 
that the next turn may be ours? Can we ſecure 
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tongue? As the tale bearer makes his ecurft to 
us by ſpeuking ill of our neighbour, do we think 
tant he will not alſo make oe with our :cha- 
racer; 16 ingtatiate bimſelf with another? Or 
do-we think; that no body. will be fo vnjuſt-as 
to believe an ill thing of ns? Do ve expect that 
others will not tteat us as we do them? If we 
are ſo unzuſt and uncharitable as to give credit 
0 every calumny raiſed againſt our neighbour, 
we cannot complain though he as readily _— 
waere is faid to out diſadvantage. 

The ſoripture frequently repꝛeſents to- iis ivy 


great danger they incur who deal in flander: 


Thus | P/al; xv. 3. where: we have the upright 


man deſcribed, that ſhall have his part in hea- 


ven, this is one ſpecial ingredient in his charac- 
ter, that he flanderetb not his neighbour; conſe- 
quently he that ſlandereth his neighbour, fhall 


have no part in that feat of blifs and happineſs. 


And ſceing believing aud ſpeaking ill of our 


neighbour, have ſo cloſe a dps the one « 


on the other, as has been already ſhown, 
ought by all means to take care left we be over 


eredulous im believing Miy ill of our neighbour. 


The wiſeſt of men tells us, Prov. xiv: 15. The ſample 
beltevetb every word, but the prudent man looleth 
welb to hir gong. Here he calls the man who be- 
hieveth every idle ſtory a foot; as he had ſaid 
Prov, x. 18. Hie that utteyerh a flander is '# fool. 
example' of king David is well worthy of 
imitation, who'mude' this his reſolution, Hul. 
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is ſtill worſe; they think that à Teforination can 


ties that they 


" narrow-ſpivited. zealots mu 
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to hope the Veſt of all men. if this be an intuls 
lible mark of charity, what ſhall we ſay of ιẽjẽẽj 
who entertain an unrenſonable ſuſpicion of — 
mankind, except à very few who are ſd hap 
as to have à place in their good thoughts. 1 
ominous thoughts always for bede evi; they an- 
ſwer the character that Abub gave of Aſicalab to 


 Feboſephat, they never propheſy good but voil, 1 Kings 


xxii. 8. They ever complain of een le 1 
the times, and of the decay of religion; Theis 
conſtant cry is, that juſtice and truth ate quits 
iſhed from off the earth, and all men are cori 
in dhe ſtricteſt ſenſe of the erpreſſien: And what 


never” be brought about until their 1 
«nbraced by[the world. They entertain gr - 
leſs prejudices againſt all of 4 different 
frorh themſebves: They erpeck no good cum * 4 
done by one who is not of 2 
of the Lins denomination amor 
are of: They rea | es the 22 
of old, Jeb, vii. 52. Search at hok ; for 
Galilee ari ſeth no prophet, and there I ano e | 
good thing ont of. Nazareth. | Theſe unchafreable 
he, that the ſuppd 
fed "place of Chriſt's nativi 'y afforded Hs 
good argument to difprove' eing he Ms 
the m_—_— 10050 — Even fo, jy — oy: 
nary ome people to judge of others 2 
—_ Wee they am bes whack ie ilk 
brpriſing) to judge of aw le country 
one one of! its natives: Nay, ſome men will'entertaltf 
a bad opinion of the ſon for his fathers me 
Nut as i& al} this were-not arten they Wit 
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Hand to determine what ſhall be the ſtate of ſueh 
and ſuch men in another world, as if they had 

_ - any reaſon to expect, that a merciful and fighte- 
teous God will make his creatures miſerable to 

gratify them. O horror! that men who call 
| — themſelves chriſtians, can entertain ſuch thoughts! 
| .  O my ſoul. enter nat into their ſecret, unto their 
4 ' aſſembly mine honour be not thou unit. 
| But whatever bad opinion, whatever ill hopes 
| ſuch ſuſpicious and peeviſh men may conceive of 
l | ethers, all who have any juſt notions of chri- 
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ſtianity, know that the worſt of all men is the 
| } uncharitable man. Fs N 


The charitable man is of a quite different way 
of thinking; he hopes the deft of all men; he 
i Knows and conſiders, that while there is life, 
 ' - there is hope; and therefore, though a man fall 
ſeven times a day, yet the Lord may lift him 
4 up again. It is a wrong way of arguing, that 
” becauſe a man has done ill, therefore he will ne- 
1 ver do good., It does not become us to limit the 
grace and goodneſs of God. The Lord giveth 


6 
grace and ſheweth mercy to whom he will. It | 

is not for us to determine how. ſuch or ſuch a 
perſon will behave jo, time to come. This is aa 

if we ſhould judge in a matter before we hear 
it, which all the world reckons folly and inju- | 
ſtice. We know what is paſt, but we know not 
. what ſhall come after this. When Paul obtained 

' commiiſion from the high · prieſt, to perſecute | 

- the /Chriſtians at Dam-ſcus, conſidering the for- | 
er character of the man, ſurely every one thought 
1 ar be would execute his commiſſion; with the 
o utmoſt rigour: {Yet we ſee it happened other- 
wiſe; for God changed his heart, as it were, in 2 
TY Mt mo- 
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. :of: the A of tbe ayottles 
he charitable man 
the beſt of all men; but he in Heurt 


2 
peifect gift doth come, that he would Tos Him 
im theſe ways that ate well · pleaſi ing to himfelf. 

— tlie Paul exhorts us to make /ſafplicittos 
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moment, She he welt, 
which he-ferinerlymnotberaelby 


TO 


ty 'forry*wH 
be has ground: to ſuſpect ill of any man. E will 
uſe his utmoſt endeavours ts prevents the l che 
feavs, by giving him bis beft advice, and by yit 

ing to that God, from hence ever d 


ers for all men, I Tim ii. 10 Ude pre- 
cept all that are poſſeſſed of trtie- charity will 
readily confom to ned wes 395 wo! 
14. "Lafth, Charity enduret h all things, 1 take 
theſe, words, to ſignify, that true chigity is dun- 
ftant and abiding! The tr N= able man will 
endureiall that can bee: 


makes him willing to ſuffer all: the hardſhips 


= 
torme nts the wit of men can — r 1 nel 
power inflict, rather than offend his niale 1 
b his fellow. creatures ſhiould' treten him, k. 
the whole creation mould from, and afl nature 
look black about him yet he wil not be frightiied „ 
God ; Neither: death nor" life, mr 


— his duty to 
preſent; nor thinks to come, nor any other cu 


infinitely amiable and perfect Being, the fo 
of Al his happineſs . 

On the other hand, his love! to his neighb 
Is like the love of Chrift who having loved Bis 


| NY Kr inen be loved their t6 rhe wot, 2 
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od man, 
or à faithful friend: His rainy CR ene 
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: Joho ai. 1. It is not like the love of Job's 


are blackiſh by reaſon of ice, and wherein the ſnow. 


_  # bid, Ver, 17. What time they wax warm,” they 
_ .. vaniſh: | When it 1s: bot, they are conſumed ont of 
_ _ their place. (He here beautifully compares them 
to ice and ſnow, which melt with the heat of 
the ſun.) The moſt part of worldly friendſhips 
are founded upon intereſt, and contracted with 
ſelfiſh and mercenary views. Tis very ordina- 
ry to pretend a love for ſuch as are rich, kind to 
us, and able to do us ſervice; or for ſuch as are 
of the ſame denomination among religious par- 
ties, and of the ſame opinions. with us: Love 
founded upon ſuch a bottom only, muſt (as we 
ſee it commonly does) fink whenever. the: foun- 
dation fails, and gives way. Thus, if the rich 
mans wealth ſhall happen to take wings and flec 
away, ſuch deceitful friends will not ſtay behind, 
but flee away with them. Then, inſtead of en- 
0 old i fr iends, che | 

- unhappy once rich man finds himſelf left alone, 
And allowed time enough to think upon the truth 
of theſe ſayings of wiſe Solomon, Prov. Tir. 6. 
Friend to him that giveth gifts. Chap. 
iv. ver. 20. The poor man is. bated even of bis own 
. neighbour, but the rich bath many friends. Even 
fo,  ſuch-unconſtant friends find their benefac- 
tees intereſt declining, their love and -friendſhip 


| date proportionably. ' Nay, the love of ſome 
People is ſo little to be depended upon, that, if 


we happen to contradi& any of their beloved 
notions and opinions, of which they are fond, 
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we are ſure to loſe it: So that in many caſes we 
muſt either forfeit a ſhare-in their affeQion, or 
elſe not follow the light of our own conſciences. 
But the charitable man is of another diſpo- 
ſition : He loves his brother, as ſharing with him 
one common nature, becauſe the grace of God up- ns 
' pears in him, becauſe his image is ftamped upon .- 
him, and becauſe God commands him fo todo, WW 
as being the beſt evidence he can give of his 
love to himſelf; conſequently his love to his bro- 
ther muſt laſt as long as theſe never-ceafing obli- Mi 
gations to it continue in force. The charitable = 
man's motto is, Always the ſame; he is intereſted Ki 
in the adverſity as well as the proſperity of his 
' neighbour. He is not like the leaves which drop 
off the trees when the cold weather comes on 
but he cleaves faſt to his friend in the winter 
affliction, becauſe then tis he moſt needs his com · 
fort and aſſiſtance. Who would not court the 
friendſhip of ſuch an one? How many would 
wiſh to have the happineſs of ſuch friends, when 
they ſee themſelves in the ſame condition, as 
trees robbed of their leaves, expoſed: in open field, 
to the fury of all winds and ftorms? | 
No change of outward circumſtances, no dif- 
ference of party or opinion can quench' the pure 
flames of charity. Nay, what would ſerve to ex- 
tinguiſh a leſs pure fire, makes it blaze the high - 
er, and ſhine the brighter. The greater oppo- 
tion it meets with, the more it rages,Nif I 
may be allowed to apply ſuch an expreſſion 
virtue of ſo peaceable, ſo gentle, and ſo mee 
nature) I mean the charitable man will not, car.- 
not, yea, dare not refuſe to aſſiſt, relieve, and 
do good to his brother, either in reſpec of his 
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10 oy that loveth at 1 ri times, Brop. 
xxii, 57. A ag Solomon 3 Wore i bk 
1 that ea loſer than a "Worker 


b! xyill. Na Y 17 Ene 
_ e. ,Charitable "man r repre 
bythe” hat er. date 205 x” Foga Abo, . hen he 
ſam the man woundeck by The thieves,” lyibg 
bal 42 hy the way ſide, bad compaſſion on on, 
aud went to oy and bound 1* bis. wounds,” ps 
in oil and wink, ant Jet, bim upo⁰ . bis oon 725 
aud brought. him; to an im, and took care of H 
Aud BA e morrow, ben be dej axted, took out. th 
5 Hake and. gave them to the hoſt, and Wert 7 nito by 
| e care. "of bim, and whatſoever tho ü 4 ul 
when 1, coms ain, T wll,vepey the, Jake 2 
34,35. Now, no fear, of fal ing ipto, the hand 
of tl 4 "fame. thieves, who, had treated this" poor 
object ſo barbaxouſly , no. fear of being 2 | 
the robber himſelf, and ſeized; s, no pe- 
tences of exceſſive "trouble, hazard d, or exp 
or of being in ſuch, a haſte, that he could 5 0 
in the midſt of his journey, .ro. do any act of 
1 to this poor por .I fay none of all theſe 
things, nor. all of them together, Jem, Pe fr 
cient excuſe to this good man, for,tran! Pate 
- thegoyal law of charity at this e re; U 16 0 
Zelt ſeems theſe uncharitable wretches, repre! ent- 
0 1 3+: by à Prieſt and a Levite, who, were men 
of a ſacred character, (which aggravated their fin) 
thought atherwile..- Nay, the Samaritan will te- 
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| pd rejbiceth with them that ' pioic 
takes part Wich his brother in all His advetſities. 
c He divides with Him all Bis griefs, and never 
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And bared'by them; yet bis charity prevailsd 


or all rheſe ey: deratiens. Job Tays*6F him 
RY, Hi Ax. 25. Di not I. weep for 
= e Man not my ſoul v ievad for ebe poor'? 


him, t hn 


the man endowed'wirch this Heaventy grace 
ity, noi neth with them that non, ag well 
. He willingly 


eaves Him deſtitute of any help, alfiſtauee, or re- 
ief he can afford him, whatever he may ſuffer 
y it. In a word, be loves unte the ehd) until! 


be arrive at that ſtate where. charity ebe "faileth 
to 'have its 'moſt perfect work, and where theſe 


&- ſpirits” ſhall never be troubled; 'or di- 
urbed 25 the exerciſe of it: Sochat Bence we 


may ſee, that theſe words, Charity Endureth 21 
_ things, according to the explication given of them, 

admit of a ſenſe as different from that other pro- 
perty of charity in the next verſe, charity never 


faileth, as this our finfal-ftate' differs: from that 
perfect ſtate which we hope for, and as the exer. _ 
ciſe of chatity here on earth differs from the ex- 


erciſe of it in. 1 Charity endureth all things. 


From the account; given of the characters and 


fruits of charity we: may learn, that the chart - 


Nelt, and a bleſſinę 
This grace i is pleaf ht 
If and others; wh 

the uncharitable man is his on tormentor, 2 . 


to ſo- 


2 peſt ro * 
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From the whole we may infer, that we may 
eaſily know, whether we have charity or not: And 
to engage us in the enquiry, we need only conſi- 


der, that whoever hath charity, hath the ſpirit of 


of 


God, and is à true diſciple of Chriſt ; for chari- 
ty is the gift of the Spirit, and Chriſt tells us, 
' Hereby ſhall all men know that ye are my diſciples, 
| if ye love one, anotber. So that it is of the greateſt 
conſequence to be endowed: with this grace; and 
"conſequently it cannot but afford the e 
comfort. to all who have it, to know fo much. 
Well then, to know whether we have this grace 
or not, we need only ask our on conſeiences, 
Are we patient when we are offended, and have 
power to be avenged? Do we all the good 
and kind offices: to others that we can? Are we 
free from envy where we are excelled by one 
- whom we can never equal? Are we free from 
all vanity for the. little good of which we are 
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conſcious we are poſſeſſed? * *# * * 
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2558; Loxz xiii. 1, 25 3545 5. he 
There were preſent at that ſeaſon am 
that told him of the Galileans, whoſe 
© Blood Pilate bad mingled with their Ja: Ts 
crit. 
Aud us anſwering, [aid unto them, Sups Y 
' *, poſe ve that theſe Galileans 6200 The 5 
above all the Galileans, becauſe they 
16 ered ſuch thing? £ 
T tell you, Nay : But except ” r ent, ye 
all all likewiſe periſh. 4 wo 
Or thoſe eighteen upon boi the tower oe 
_ Siloam fell, and (lew them, think. ye that 
they were ſinners. above, alt. men that 
7 125 75 in Jeruſalem? 5 
IJ tell you, Nay: But ex ” repo Je 
Hall all likewiſe - 


: 57, == OR: the better underſtandin the firſt 
(.) ga Tl verſe of this chapter, it is fit to ob- 
3 i 3 ſerve, That it being ſaid in thg law 
8 of Moſes, Deut. xvii. 15. One N 
| among thy brethren ſhalt thou ſet N 
over thee 1 thou mayeſt not ſet a ſtranger over thee * 
ar is not. PO broth, 905 ne an n aroſe 
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hs, ae 11 a d ſtorie, * pos. and 
I which: give any account of that people. 
" "The 1 2 had. changed maſters non every new 
revolution, ad fell a prey to every conqueror, 
While the AHHrian, Ferſian, and Grecian monarchies 
Prevailed. Then, at laſt, when the Romans be- 
tame lords of _ world, they made Fudea 3 pro- 
vince of the Roman empire. The Jews ſeeing 
themſelves thus brought under ſubjection to the Ko- 
maus were exceedingly g alled. But they ſtill ex- 
pected that God would Snterpoſe in their behalf, 
and deliver. Fee from the power of their ene 
mies, as had frequently donę in former ti times. 
Flattering themſelves" with this vain hope, and 
being weary of a foreign yoke, they interpreted | 
all their ancient prophecies concerning the.Me/ſ-, 
fiab . of a temporal ſaviour, who would ſübdue 
Their enemies, and ſpread their terror over all 
the earth. And they were o blinded with "this 
fond conceit of a temporal ſavioury and with that 
other, af the unlay ſulneſs of ſubmitting to a fo- 
eign power, that they became an;caly. prey. to 
# leducing impoſtor, who had dexterity enough 
=. 1 ras his, 23 deſi igns _ be the Af 
' Wo "or: o0n,;DY giving out himielf to E 
le Fob ſchey erpecked, and the beben of the libes- 
1 dies of his country, while be wanted 0 aly to =o 
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Bits 2 the head of VAR fatuated-me ms 
b4 n{t : 6 Sobernment. bot; 190 & | 
„Now, about the tune of, our, efled 
8 dis coming into the World, 
que earneſtly. expected the Meſiab, there 25 
1 {ach : 0 e and falſe chriſts in 2 
re Stent multitudes after them, to their own 
AKelkxuction; 4 al one Judas Gaulonit 
As he is called Y Jaſepbus, or Judas of Galilee, of 
whom, Gamaliel gives us this account in his ſpeech 
the Jewiſb Sanbedr im, Acts. v. 37. 4 After bim, wiz. 
55714 s, {poke of in the ee verſe, roſe up C | 
Ju 1200 Galilee i in the days o 77 tering „ and drew 1 
away much people after bim; be alſo. peri 50] par" ms 
even as. many as eyed bim, were diſp erſed. Now 1 
1 5 Calileans ſpoke of in the firlt 55 of this 
apter, where my text lies, were certainly fol- 
2 of this ambitious impoſtor Judas; and 
Pilate. the Rowan. governour, ſet upon them and 
.. them, . as. they were offering ſacrifices in 
the temple at the time of the paſſover, for hold- 
ing opinions contrary to the power and au- 
|| &bocity of the Romans, and for ſowing theſe 
EH «heir rebellious, and ſeditious principles among 
the my Itirude, then gathered. together from all 
rts of the kingdom, to celebrate that ſolemn 
fel eſtiyal. There were preſent. at that ſeaſon ſome that 
Hol him of the Galileans, whoſe blood: Pilate bad 
0 with their ſacriſſces. Lie 
„To thoſe who took occaſi jon. to mentig the 
hard fate of the Galilzans, our Saviour anſy in 
the four following verſes. J N 324 bud 
Ver. 2, 3. 4nd Jeſus leren d fd, 
Suppoſe, e that theſe Galileans were 
#be Gali eans, "_ they ſuffered } 
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non 
you, N: But except ye repent ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh, j 
As if be had ſaid,Do . thoſe aa | 
lileans who thus periſhed, were greater and more 
notorious ſinners than all the reſt of the nation, be- | 
cauſe God ſuffered them to fall by ſo ſevere and un 
expected a, calamity; for the wiſdom of Provi- : 
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dence permitted theſe men ſo to periſh, only for an 
example to others altogether as great ſinners as 
they, to bring them to repentance, And aſſured- 
ly if ye do not repent, but cover your ſeditious | | 
principles with the pretence of religion, and ftir | 
up one another to rebellion againſt the Roman 
_ emperor, ye ſhall all, even your whole nation, be 
deſtroyed, by as dreadful a ſlaughter as theſe men 
were, and likewiſe at the very time of the paſ- 
ſover. How well the event anſwered the pre 
diction, we may learn from Joſephus the Jewif 
hiſtorian, who tells us, that the Romans blocked 
up the city of Jeruſalem, when it was crowded 
with vaſt numbers of people, who came from all 
parts of the nation to celebrate, accord ing to cu- 
ftom, the anniverfary feaſt of the paſſover; and 
that they _— many thouſand Jews. 
Ver. 4, 5. Or theſe eighteen upon whom the tower in 
Siloam fell, and flew them, think ye that they were” 
famers above all men that dwelt in Jeruſalem f I tell 
you, Nay : But _ ye repent ye ſhall all likewiſe pe- 
vid. As if he had ſaid, In like manner do not think 
that theſe 18 men, who were killed by the fall of 
the tower of Siloam fell, were greater ſinners than 
all tþz reſt of the inhabitants of Jeruſalem; for 
made them an example to bring you to repen- 
ace: And if ye do not repent, ye ſhall all pe- 
riſh in as dreadful a manner, and ſhall be buried 
in the ruins of your whole city, as theſe men Wie | 
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| on > Tales Tüll. 5 25 9 4, 5. 139 | 
in the rains of that one tutret; which e 1 ordinę 
'F rom this account of the words we 
that our Saviour's plain deſign in thi Was to 
re rove theſe Fews to whom he 1pake, and all others 
| in like "emis ſhould prefume to make out- 

LA calamities the meaſure of God's anger, and 1 
to interpret the afflictions of their neighbours ag 
Judgments from heaven, and immediate marks of 
the divine indignation for their extraurdinary' im. 


piet 
e was there an age (I believe) more fruit- 
ful than this, of perſons who thus pretend to un- 
ravel all the ſecrets of Providence, and to un- 
derſtand the hidden deſign of every diſpenſation. 
Theſe pretenders to divine palmiſtry (if I may 
be allowed the expreſſion) confidently interpret 
every piece of bad fortune that befals their nagh- 
bour; every unlucky accident that happens 15 a 
ang] even by the malice or injury of oth 

in their way of thinking, a large mixture 
3 vengeance, and à near relation to ſome 
particular fin. Now to ſhew the impious raſhneſs 
and daring preſumption bf men, in thus apply- 
ing to one another the judgments of God; to ex- 
poſe the ridicalous folly and miſchievous effects 
of ſuch applications ; ; and, in ſome meaſure, to 
cure that prevailing and uncharitab 0 ſpirit, 1 i the 
deſign of this diſcourſe. . 

i Nh In Segen ſuch applications of God? 8 judg: : 
ments are directly contrary to ſeveral maxim and 
1 of our holy religion. I ſhall mentid ase 

ew of them. This humour of turnin; every mi 
a fortune into a puniſhment, and of meaſuring God's 


anger y outward relates, is not only nw 


"Þ [0 , Wy 2 PRE * 4 * TY a | 
| del 5 or Sri in thy y text,” but Solomon 
had lang 3 laid it down as a ſire matim, 
_ . that K nan cou Poe, love or Batred by. all "that i i 

2 55 in, Eccleſ. ix. 4 e 

ur wean it Leet: Eretpile üntir- 

tained th his falſe opinion, that every calamity Was 
_ inflicted as a puruſhment for Lone 1 5 7 55 ; 
25 we read, Jubn ix. I, 2, 3: that as Tefius 1 A5 
he Jay a man which was blind from'his birth.” 2271 
1 22 ;/ciples asked him, ſaying, Maſter, vbo 47 5 
5. man or his parents, that be was born blind? 

| fus, anſwered, either bath this nam ſinned nor 12 
Parents; but that the works of God” fhould be made 
manifeſt 7 in him: As if the. infallible: Preacher" of 
truth and righteouſneſs had ſaid, this man's blind- 
neſs was not inflicted as a puniſhment of any pat 
ticular, ſin at all, either of his vwn or of His pa- 
rents: But the infinite wiſdom of Divine Provi- 
gence, permitted him to come into the world in 
this condition, that I might have otcaſion to wörk | 
A. notable miracle upon him, is.ateſtimony'of the | = 
E power which accompanies my Preaching, 

atteſts and confirms my doQrine. 

Jay, the apoſtle to the Hebrews carries the tat- 
_ higher, and makes afflictions ft only inci- 
13 ut neceſſary. to chriſtians, Heb. xii. 6, 7, 8. 

Fur whom the Lord loveth be ch enerb, 'and Jcourg erb 
5 2 whom be receiveth, cited from Prov. ili. 12. 

e endure chaſtning, Cod Aealerb "with ybn a 1 
ons,: For what ſon is be te the Furber chaſteneth 

2 But if ye be without Miſement, ard al 

_ 5 4 Fre e 1705 are je Baſtardt and riot fon. 15 . 

Then again, we 155 commiarided his to Jace pe. 

. let we be judged, Matth. vii, 11 And * 
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All which may Ad 


ety ar 


or probable dere by to apply God's ju 


Nele, Bee alen us to make ſuch applications: 8 
And that the ſureſt rule is the rule öf char ai,. 


which believeth' all thing , and bopeth al thing 4 
the ap oſtle Paul ſpedles! OG ifi. 7. Tie eg 


are no fire marks of the approbatien and dif- 
pleaſure of Almighty God, who maketh hie fun 
to ſhine, and Nis” s Faith to Tall upon the evil and 
the good, and upon the juſt and unjuſt. 
alk After what has been ſaid concerning 


mente, to the dictates and precepts” of our ho 
ll , tis very natural for any, who ars 


5 acquainted e oy” the 


5 14; to uk, 
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"How it comes to pa s, that we 
ny ny who appear the ary he 
30 make the "big gheſt pretence to . m 
bold with h 

n ents, almoſt all theſe nite and evils 
iet their neighbours? 2. To which i it ma; 
„That tis 55 new thing to ſee ch 
ſtians yh ak and act in down-right 
on to the dictates of chriſtianity. 
_ ts of. in 
"table ur of turning every mi une into 2 
- gud ment, is fo far from Aauing any thing to do 


wit religion, that = can only proceed from the : 


- moſt" wrong, and y miſtaken notiongny 
4 aſpel of peace, bich b. * nothing but Nee 
A neſs, and in its own nature produces goal * 
7 towards mankind, and r and compailio 
Vith. them i n theix Rs”; "FF 
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and Wil that happens to mankind in this world | 


the con- 
trariety of this humour, of applying God's/judg- 


— as to chriſten by the ute | 
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infallible ſpirit. of God in making | 
tions; and tis to be hoped, that no man who 
has any remainder of modeſty, ſenſe, or ſhame in 
him, will pretend to EXPOU nd, Inte 
ſecret councils ef the moſt high God, until he 
ſhow. his credentials, and produce as good evi- 
dence of his being divinely inſpired, as the ſa- 


& _ 


As it, ig very ordinary for us to ſanctify all 
our on fancies with the autho ity, of /{cripture, 
and to father our on fond conceits upon the ſa- 
ered oracles of truth; fo. perſons of this frame 
of mind may perhaps plead in their own hehalf, 


- That the holy ſcriptures frequently interpret the 
good and evil that happened to men in this world, 


as ſure marks of the approbation and diſpleaſure 
of Almighty God; and conclude, becauſe judg- 
ments were thus applied by the ſacred hiſtorians 
to the Iſraelites, with whom God ſettled a parti- 
cular ſcheme as to the preſent diſpenſations of his 
providence towards them; that therefore they 
may make ſuch applications to their neighbours. 
But they would do well to remember, that the 
ſacred writers were inſpited, and guided by the 
ſuch applica- 


and dive into the 


cred hiſtorians did. But more particularly, 


2. This manner of interpreting afflictions as 
Judgments from heaven, and extraordinary marks 
of the divine diſpleaſure, is very preſumptuous 
zin regard to 


tat there is a God; that he is the author of 
Aings, and the ſupreme Governour; that be 


God, who is ſuppoſed, to inflict 


mow 


tbe beſt and greateſt of beings; that he is ho- 


5. righteous and juſt in all bis works; that he 
dy his good and gracious providence, preſides over 

che world: This the nature of things A ; 
FDF this 
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en Luke zii. 1, 2, 3, 5. $43 
this the univerſal conſent of men declares to bo 
manifeſt and undeniable: But how: the provi- 
dence of God works, and from what particulag 
motives in a thouſand inſtances, none but the au- 
thor of it can tell. The ways of God are paſt 
finding out, and none can underſtand the won! 
Fu wr works of him who is perfect in know: 
6 117/?̃ d 
113 : nevertheleſs almoſt. all forts of men pte 
tend in ſome inſtances to be in the ſecrets of the 
able purpoſes of his providence. Vain men f they 
would be thought 3 be born like a 
wild aſis colt, Job xi. 12. They are for ever pry- 
ing into the hidden things of heaven, as if they 
were let into all the ſecrets of nature, and a??! - 8 
ſigning ſuch ends and motives for God's all- wiſe 
diſpenlations, as are only fuitable to their own 18 
weakneſs, or prejudices, or malice. + yl [ 
Ho fooliſh and infolent are we! When we are 
angry, unreaſonably angry with one another, we E 
-preſumptuouſly think, that God the good and all- 
*wiſe God is ſo too; by which we prophanely 
ſuggeſt, that he is a being as weak, peeviſh; vi | 
diculous, and paſſionate as ourſelves; whereas | 
that often is abominable in the fight of God which ii: 
-bighly efteemed among men; and on the other hand, _ 
that often pleaſes God which is hated by men; 3 
and that which is really a bleſſing is often thought 
_ a curſe; and therefore ſome wickedly think the 
judgment of God due to others for things%hat 
recommend them rather to his favour. Wath& 
ever conſidering the nature of the ſupreme Being,” 
people of a ſowr, ſevere, malicious temper give 
kim the ſame paſſions and that they 
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and provoked by triffles and names, and ſo they 


like, is a manifeft judgment from God, and h; ju- 
ſtiffcation of whatever they can do againſt them. 
80 that God is often made the author vf my 
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ſurely will think with more reaſon, that t 
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themſelvet pt 


hate what and whom they themſelves love and 


= 


hate. They:are pleaſed with flattery and funds, 


think is he. And as tley Thup ſanity: all cheir 


own doings, humours, affectionb and fancies, with 


e 
e 


enemies, and that his almighty arm is always 
lifted up in their defence, ready to avenge their 


quatrel, and to execute judgment ſpeed ity upon 


4 


all that offend them: Heme they conclutis by/a 
vi 


il, that befals their enemies, or thoſe bey dit- 


* 2 


miſchief they themſelves commit: But they thãt 
feel it think, and all ſober impartial obferyers 


of deviliſn malice and helliſn revenge 


Whatever theſe bold and preſumptuous apply - 
So God's judigitents may frereid their ptin- 
on ſeems to be the ſame with the 
of the Turks Who, they ſay, make God the author of 
every thing they do, and of euery evil that others 
ſuffer from them. They meaſure God's will bz 
the event, and with them whatever is ſucceſstul, 


N 


F 
they or his murdering of others, is never ſinful, 
it, 


that upon this principle there can be no ſuch thing 
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as wickedneſs and villany among them; for =p ; 
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ſucceeds. God, fay they, bleſſes and ap- 
oves the event, elſe he would prevent it: 80 
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on uke xiii. 1, 2, 31% 8. 


aid then it is good? Or, if it does not ſucceed, 


2 


(and I ſhould wonder if it did not) with f 


— 


neſs and outrage againſt one another; and agz 


all the world. in It. animates t hem to commit all 
manner of rapines and butcheries; and then ſears 
their conſciences, and prevents all remorſe: Nay, 


they glory in executing cruelties, becauſe it is the 


agents. 


Would to God this dreadful principle had never 


entred into Chrifendom, and chriſtians had left 
the deluded followers of 


is common, even amongſt us: Whoever applies 


the judgments of God to others, and turns mil- : 
fortunes into marks of God's vengeance, has this 


, 


Revelation tells us, and reaſon conſents to it, 
that God made man after his own likeneſs; per- 


fea, amiable, merciful, good and upright ;1 and 


men; notwithſtanding. their woful degeneracy 
from their firſt eftate, are fooliſh enough to fag- 
cy, that God is ſtill altogether: ſuch a one. as. them- 


ſelves, to uſe the words of the Pſalmiſt, Pſal.-1. 


21. And thus they; as it were, make God after 

their likeneſs; and every one faſhions him accord- 

ing to his own temper, 1magination and pregud 

ces, In this ſenſe men worſhip as many-ſe 

gods as rate have wrong [notions of the tif 
ſo 


one; and fo in ſome reſpect polytheiſhi do 


yet remain in the chriſtian world. They only 
agree in calling what 9 9 worſhip by the fame 
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vho'conld foreſee but it would? This impious te- 
net of that cruel and brutiſh people, arms them 
erce-- 


judgment of God, (they think) and they are his 


it as their property. But I am. ſorry to ſay ic 


knows but the moſt helliſh project may ſucceed, - {If 
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| wie? Manon . 5 
name; but they conceive him in ſuch 5 firm | 


manner, they differ ſo widely about his nature 


and will; ad eiter give him ſich e 


xy attributes, ot d 10 contradidt ohe another in 


do not mean one and the fame: inge i perfed 
Being. Some make God hate what he certainly 
loves; und othets make him love what He certhich 


others a weak, ivconſtant fickle Being, pleaſed 
with trifles; and all take it amiſs if you think 


they on and adore any God but the true God. 
But let them think or % what they will, many 
of them ftill worſhi 
thens, Gods that wer delhred with bables, noiſe, 
4H ſhew and grimace, and with cruelty, murder, re- 
3 venge, and human facrifices; and not the true 
| God, the God of all good chriſtians, who 1s in 
ji finitely holy and perfect, the beſt as well as tit 
= greateſt of Beings, who governs the world by the 
ö A1.ſꝗkeddy rules of perfect reaſon, unerring wiſdom 
and true goodneſs; and whoſe conduct diſcovem 
nothing of giddy humour, filly Caprice, or _ 
ih pa ion. bt 
10 be further convinced of the extravagant 
preſumption of thoſe men who apply the judg- 
ments of God to others, we may confider how 


.nccgrding to the different tempers, affectiom, in- 
and circumſtances of thoſe who inter 
em, and according to the different charact of 


the ſufferers. 3 


; ceeds; that when calamities and Gilaſter befal 
others, eſpecially _ * differ from us, we 


"eat 


4. 


explaining” theſe attributes, that it is plain-they 


ly hates. Some make him a ſevere; ill. mare 3 


old Gods of the hes. 


differently the ſame misfortunes are interpreted, 


From this miſtaken and impious 1 pirit it b 
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on ks MY 4, 4 F774 tat 
ill * Jud ments, and Jay that the hand of 
God is againſt them: But when the ſame evils 
or . befal our ſelves, or thoſe that we have 
an affect ion for, the ſtile is changed. It is then 
argued, hom God loveth; be: N theſe af 


tections of 4 tender:hearted father deſigned for 
the good of his dear children: Or if we own 
them to de judgments, yet ſtill they are judge 
ments upon us for other peoples ſins; as if We 
had no fins of our own, or, ar leaſt, as if they 
were but petty faults, that did not deſerve the 
ſmalleſt degree of puniſhment; In ſhort; theſe 
framers of judgments are ſo good chriſtians, that 
Whatever miefortune happens to themſelves is 
for the trial of their faith; patience, and other 
gtaces, and whatever happens to their neighbouts 
as 2 judgment, as if they were the only favou: 
Fites of even, Now, if this be not the moſt 
dating preſumption, nay, if it be not making 2 
Fe on od's Awite and good :providence;' per- 
15 it will be * to tell what is ſo. But ſach  - 
are the pions effects of ptejudice, and partial 
ty to ourſelves, and of ill nature, and CAS . 
Abe towards our nei ghbou ts 
JI To make this matter All n 111 it Bernt 
Able, I ſhall conclude this Bead wirh ro very 
tematkable inftances of -the great preſumpꝛion 
men have been guilty of, in expounding Pro 
vidences, 2. 9 apply ying God's 8 -jadgments d& Sgne 
another. rſt is, that of the heathens:of N 
in the 5 times of chriſtianity, ho, wWhelt 
2 were uppermoſt, charged the chriſtiuns'with 
ö = the 15 of all the calamities and evils thiat 
8 the Roman ſuch 2 nee 
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ons are but fatherly chaltiſments; IS. 
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plagues, earthquakes, and the like. The chriſti · 
— the gods of the heathens ; and there · 
fore the heathens thought, that their gods, out 
of a particular ſpite to the chriſtians, afflicted 


_ 


the whole world with miſeries; and fo plagues, 
wars, famines, hurricanes and earthquakes, which 
were evils that had been in the world from the 
beginning of it, and will be till che end, were 
| 9 all ſo many judgments, occaſi · 
oned by the poor chriſtians. Hence was the be- 
ginning of penalties, ſeverities and perſecutions, 
terward to be employed againſt them. And thus 
the chriſtians, to their eternal ſhame, when they 
t the powers of the world on their ſide, came, 
in time, to return the ſame charge upon the hea- 
thens, to uſe the ſame way of reaſoning, and to 
make the like repriſals, with as little 1 7 
truth, or e And thus, laſtly, all par- 
ties in religion have ever ſince dealt with one 
another. And as chriſtians themſelves firſt put 
a ſtop to the progreſs of chriſtianity by ſuch. me- 
thods, ſo it is not to be expected, that the goſpel 
will ever gain much credit among infidels while 
. we go on at this rate, unleſs we'll ſuppoſe, that 
all the world ſhould reaſon as a certain Few once 
did, who turned chriſtian; © Becauſe, be ſaid 
e chriſtianity was certainly of divine ori <5 
<. and maintained by the power of God, elſe the 
« Kid lives of its chief profeſſors had baniſhed 
Fit from off the face of the earth long before 
The other inſtance I was going to mention is 
this: The death of the late Britiſß uſurper in the 
laſt century, was, it ſeems, attended or 1 
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en Luke iii f, 43, ls. tas 
by a very high wind, which was nothing ſtrange: 
But his enemies took in their heads, that that 
fame ſtorm was a loud judgment and declaration 
of the wrath of heaven againſt him; and that ſa- 
tan was fetching away his ſoul in a whirlwind. 
But his friends turned it quite another way, and 
made all that tumult and bellowing in the ele- 
ments to be partly the call of heaven ſummon- 
ing away ſo great a man, and partly the ſighs and 
- ſympathy of nature for his laſt agonies and de: 
parture. Many more inſtances of this kind might 
be given, if it was proper, which paſs current 
not only among the vulgar, but even among peo- _ 
ple that would be thought much wiſer: But theſe 
already mentioned are ſufficient to expoſe the 
folly and preſumption of this manner of expound- 
ing providences, particularly in regard to God 
3. It is an act of the greateſt cruelty and un- 
charitableneſs we can be guilty of, thus to inter- 
pret the afflictions which befal our neĩghbours as 
puniſhments and judgment. 
Alan that is born of a woman is of few days and 
fall of trouble; he is ſubject to innumerable pains 
and ſorrows by the very condition of  humanity.; 
and yet as if nature had not ſown evils enough 
in life, we are continually. adding grief to grief, 
and aggravating the common calamity; by our 
"cruel treatment of one another. Every mans na- 
tural weight of affliction is ſtill made morg hea- 
757 y the envy, malice, treachery, or injuſt 6 of | 
-ein hilt hg rote 
- Halt the miſery of human life might be e 
tinguiſhed, would men learn to alleviate. the ge- 


J > 
#LIQ 


3 


neral curſe they lie vaſes by. mutual offices. of | 
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we AAEBRMDNzL.: 
- compaſſion, benevolence: and humanity: But in- 
| Kead of theſe, there is nothing to be found but 
etuelty and uncharitableneſs. ee. 


. * * 


Oliauur bleſſed Lord and Saviour commands us to en- 


* 


courage in ourſelves and others a charitable,merci- 
ful, forgiving, and compaſſionate temper of mind, 
and all other good natured graces; but inſtead 
of theſe, chriſtians ſeem to have ſworn to di- 
Kinguiſh themſelves by hatred, malice, revenge, 
envy, and by every wicked and'1ll-natyred paſ- 
fion. + Chrift hath made it the badge of diſciples 
hip to him, that we love one ancther; he hath 
commanded us to love our neighbour: as ourſelves, 
and to do unto others as we would have them do un- 
Fo un. But the whole life of many chriſtians is 
almoſt a direct contradiction to theſe laws of 
chriſtianity, inſomuch that if we could ſuppoſe 
it poſſible for God to have commanded us to 
hate, plague, and torment one another, perhaps 
it would be hard to tell how we could have kept 
the commandment better than we have done. 
nſtead of comforting our afflicted brother, we 
endeavour to make him ten times more miſerable 
by our taſh Judgments, while we interpret his 
aifliction as a judgment from heaven, and a cer- 
tain mark of God's diſpleaſare. Now nothing 
but the moſt intolerable fierceneſs and inſolence, 
the bittereſt envy, and blackeſt malice and ill- 
nature can make à man repreſent his neighbour 


in ſych a difadvantzgious light. For, 
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Such a repreſentation adds conſiderably to 
Frerſon's affliction, when he is made to conſi- 
ber himſelf as an object of the divine 'wrath. 
© What melanchely thoughts muſt a man have, how 

Malt Res "Imagination be diſturbed, and His con- 
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en Luke xill. 1,2, 3, 4%. 111 
ſcience ſcared, who believes, that God is his con- 
ſtant unrelenting enemy, and that every affliction: 
he meets with, is a new kind of puniſhment, 
= 2 a repeated inſtance of the divine diſplea- 
Tbus to expound misfortunes is to add aſfidion 
to the afifed.” This is, as the plaſmiſt ſpeaks, to 
perſecute him that is ſmitten, and to talk to tha 
grief of thoſe whom God bath afiited. Thus raſhly 
to judge and cenſure where we ſhould comfort 
and ſooth, is the greateſt accumulation of miſe- 
ry imaginable; as we may learn from Fob, whom 
we find not ſo often, nor ſo paſſionately com- 
plaining of any of all the misfortunes he ſuffer- 
ed, as of the unkind cenſures of his friends, who 
arguing from the badneſs of his outward circum- 
ſtances to the wickedneſs of his heart, falſly con- 
demned him, and endeavoured to deſpoil him of 
the only comforts ſatan's malice had left, - viz, 
the conſcience of his own innocency and 1ntegri- 
ty. | Now is this fulfilling the royal law of cha- 


2. This humour of turning misfortunes into 
_ Judgments, is very uncharitable in regard to the 
perſon whom they befal, becauſe it leſſens the 
compaſſion of others towards him, when they are 
made to form ſuch an unfavourable view of ham, 
and makes them withdraw their helping hand from 
him, let his circumſtances be ever ſo neceſſitous; 
it dries up all the ſtreams of charity, through 
which alone comfort can be conveyed roethe at- 
flicted man. ü A 
There ſeems to be ſomething ſacred in mi 
to great and good minds. The very contempla- 
tion of diftrelſes ſenſibly 'affeQs and ſoftens the » 
Hog on ft | 1 
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19-1 SER MON B.,. 
minds of all ſuch as are not wholly dead to the 
tender ſentiments of humanity and compaſſion ;_ 
But this manner of judging upon 5 
this wicked humour of chriſtening by the name 

of heayen's judgments, all theſe evils that befal 
our neighbour, has a natural tendency to ſtifle all 
the principles of benevolence, ſympathy, and 
gtcod nature: For why, ſays one, ſhould I help 
Br relieve a man who is the object of divine ven- 
1 _ If heaven be the puniſher, he certainly 
__ © duffers juſtly; and therefore I muſt not help him, 
leſt I be found to fight againſt God, and reckoned a 
friend to the enemies of juſt heaven. Nay, if 
this be a right way of judging, if -all outward 
misfortunes are the ſure marks and evidences os 
God's diſpleaſure, then farewel charity, mercy: 
- and juſtice, and all other moral virtues in which 
we reſemble God, the pattern of all perfection; 
Aa nd in the exerciſe of which conſiſts the true glo- 
ry of our human nature. If oppreſſion and per- 
ſecution, reproach and calumny, ſickneſs and po- 
verty, be always inflicted by heaven as puniſh- 
ments and judgments, then it follows of conſe- 
quence, that the man who gives alms, who com- 
forts-the afflicted, Who relieves the oppreſſed, or 
vindicates his neighbour's reputation from the aſ- 
perſions of ſlanderers, in ſo doing wickedly coun- 
teracts providence, to which all of us ought to 
ſubmit, and preſumptuouſly attempts to make 
thoſe happy whom Almighty God has deſigned to 
| miſerable. „ . 


ma miſerable. „ 
. The raſhneſs and folly of aſcribing. tempo». 


fal Judgments to any particular crimes, will fun- 
N ther appear, if we conſider, that there is ſcarce 
| any diſtreſs ſo great, that can be ſuppoſed to 
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on Luke xili. 1, 2, 3, 4, 1. 154 
happen as a judgment to a vicious man, but the 
like hath ſometimes befallen the beſt of men, and 
beaven's greateſt favourite. 
_ To the great diſcredit of this manner of ex. 
' pounding providences, it is obſervable, that none 
but the 1288 and uncharitable, the ignorant and 
narrow-ſpirited bigots and barbarians, come into 
or encourage it. Men of charitable and beneyo- 
lent minds, enlarged by reaſon and obſervation, 
condemn it as irreligious; they know tis often 
malicious and diſhoneſt, and always ridiculous 
and dangerous. They obſerve we are all invol- 
ed in the ſame calamities, and ſubject to the 
ſame accidents: And when we ſee any one of 
the ſpecies under any particular oppreſſion, we 
ſhould look upon it as ariſing from the common 
lot of. human nature, rather than from the guilt 
of the perſon who ſuffers : For human affairs are 
perry perplext and unaccountable in a thouſand 
J_ oO RR Te ro G9 
We may ſee men ſometimes rifing, and fome- 
times falling, both by virtue and vice; many viciſ- 
ſitudes and revolutions in the fortunes of men and 
of nations, often without any change in theſe. 
Mer and nations, from virtue to vice, or from 
vice to virtue; people growing greater without 
becoming better, and poorer without growing 
worſe. They behold good and evil ſo promiſcu- 
ouſly diſpenſed. Sometimes thouſands of men, 
women and children, of different rempers merits 
| 3od morals, ſuffering equally under the ee, 
Blick calamity, or « enpving equally the like kd- --. 
vantages from publick proſperity :. They behold” "'® W 
the adverſity of ſome the viſible cauſe of te 
Proſperity of other, who are no better than 


them, 
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| them em; and the proſperity of ſome the vil ble cauſe 
of the adverſity of others, who are no worſe than 
them; and one and the ſame thing producing good 
and evil to thoſe who alike deſerve, or do not de- 
ſerve good and evil: They ſee fo little equity or 
conſiſtency in the Fee of men; ſometimes 

ood men exalted without any regard had to 
their virtue; ſometimes wicked men caſt down | 


without any reſentment of their crimes; ſome; 


4 75 good men puniſhed for no other reaſon 
ar their being good; and wicked men raiſed and 
rewarded for being wicked; and ſometimes both 
good and bad ſuffering or proſpering alike; ſome- 
Eunes good fortune following the good, and ill 
fortune the bad; and often taking a contrary 
turn. In a word, probably nothing ever yer hap: , 
pened to one man, but has happened to another 
Who has told us, what God can only tell, th; it 
misfortunes are judgments, or that death 18 one, 
death which is common to all men? And as to 
the different and diſaſtrous manners of dying, 
have not fire and ſword, famine and peſtilence, 
oifon and torture, wild. beafts and 9 a 
9 as many good men as bad men? I. 
wiſe and honeſt men ſeeing all theſe things 7 
this ſeeming confuſion and great uncertainty, * d 
ſufficient reaſon to be afraid of making bold with 
heaven, and of dealing fo freely and prophanely 
with their great Maker and Judge, as to call by 
the name of ju Penn any af. theſe evils that 


1911 


mankind. 5 We, 


7 


or do we here 1 in ene, this _repreſentar . 
of the ſtate o f human airs, Fe re to be un- 
| derſtood as if we Fo mg our own times, 


Ce; and mela acholy Perſe are oftenwo! ne 
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90 on 100 iii. 1, 3s 5 1 55 158. 
to do; neither do we believe the age which: we 
live in, more corrupt or more profligate than ſe-- 
veral which have preceeded it: Nor do we think, 
that the promiſcuous and undilipen mins diſtri- 
| bution of temporal good and evil, peculiar to qur 
unbappy times; the world is now what in this 
. reſpect it always was. Run through the records 
ol all times, Pagan, Jewiſh, fe Meh wigs or Cor” 
an, of all nations, the Greciay, the Romey, w 
ner; age or country you 5275 you will find i in 
them all the Socrates s, the Cato's, the Regulys's 
and Brutys's, men that wore place at the to of 
their pier renowned by the excellency of 
nature, and diſtinguiſhed by the fi oo” e 
ments of their minds and manners; "ck | 
will find by the iniquity of- rhe times 3 which 
they lived, oppreſſed, hated | He impious and 
noiſy vulgar, and preſecyred by envy with her 
| blackeſt calumnies: Nor gan the ill natured, wick- 
ed world endure the fregdom of a, e "= 
nacious of truth and virtue. This, IS, prod 
has been the miſerable condition of human a 
That there is no calamity or affliction wh 
is ſuppoſed to have happened as 12 1 to 
2 wicked man, which has not al en reli- 
gious and Gor 7 may be made appear 22 
à great many inſtances recorded in 1 
ry. If any thing deſerves to be called 
name of judgments, furgly one Bites unk 
fare pains of body, and ſevere ſickneſs 92 
and reproach, ſlavery: and toxtute, barg! 
cruel and ignominaus deaths, which are the Ne 
afflictions à man can ſuffer 1 . ae deſerxe 
that name; and yet even theſe bave. hopped 40 
the b beſt and worthieſh men evet Ihe wp Bike 
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atténtion, as it is related with a kind of inimi- 

table N 000M holy writ, Gen. xxxvii. 39, 40. 
and not be d i 

nocence ſo much diſtreſſed, | 
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Righteous Abel was the firſt. man that was bar- 


baroully murdered, and that by the cruel hands 


of his own unnatural brother, for no other rea- 


fon but becauſe he was better and more righteous 


than himſelf; as we read Gen. iv. 
© Joſeph a beloved child of old Jacob became an 
object of envy to his elder brethren, for no other 


' reaſon but. his ſuperior beauty and excellency of 


body and mind, which had endeared him to his 
old father above the reſt of his children, inſomuch 
that they could not bear his riſing merit, and 


growing virtue, and let him live; and therefore 


they conſpired againſt his life: When nature plęead- 
ed ſtrongly for his youthful diſtreſſed innocence. 

in the heart of one of them, twas with much 
ado he obtained of the reſt to exchange his imme- 
diate murder for a noiſome priſon, and prevailed 


upon them rather to bury him in a pit, than be 


his immediate executioners with their own hands. 
When thus much was obtained for him, they took 


the opportunity of ſome paſſengers to ſell him 


into Egypt, that he might be condemned to per- 


petual ſlavery. In Egypt he was ſtill expoſed to 


new misfortunes, frem the ſame cauſe as before, 
His beauty and his virtue. By the falſe accuſa- 
tions of his maſter's wife, he was committed ro 
priſon, and there remained confin'd for a conſide- 


Table time, at leaſt more than two years. In a word, 


| 1 and afflictions were ſuch, that 
he os be a ſtranger both to nature and compaſ · 


who can read this part of his ſtory with 


moved with pity and ſorrow for in- 
Youth- 


on Tas: Xlii. 1; Is 1 1 _—_— 


_ Youthful David, who bravely hazarded his life 
for his king and country, encountered the gigantick 
champion of the Thale, who defied and terri- 


| fied a hol hoſt of  {ſraelztes, and killed him, to 


the admiratioa of two armies of ſpectators, even 
he was hated, male- treated and perſecuted, after 
an unheard of manner, and with untelenting cru- 


kingdom he ſo lately reſcued from the moſt 
imminent danger, for no other reaſon but his ſu- 


perior valour, and tranſcendant merit; the praiſes 


of which his country women did juſtly celebrate 
in that ſong, Saul bas ſlain bis thouſands, but Das 
vid bis ten thouſands, 1 Sam. xvii. 7. 

Job, a man of whom God himſelf gives t 


character, Job i. 8. There is none like him in 105 
earth, a perfe and upright man, one that feareth 
God and eſcheweth evil; of the greateſt and rich- 
bs man in all the eaſt was in one day made 2 


ar and chidleſs. And in a little time after, 
„he was ſmitten with Jore boils from. the 


Job ii. 


= Jel⸗ of bis foot to the cron of bis Head. And, to 


compleat his miſery, his hard hearted cenſorious 


friends turned all His misfortunes into judgments, 
and N his ſufferings as the juſt puniſh- 


ment of his iniq uit ies. 
Daniel, that TY and grkat man, was thrown 


into a den of lions, that he might be devoured, 


for no other reaſon, Dan. v1. 11. but that be pray- 
ed, and made ſupplication before his God. 


Sbadrach, 1 ach, and Abednego; his Hagntry ntry 


men, were thrown into a fiery furnace ſev 


| heated, becauſe they would not renounce their D 


treaſon and 11 both, and fall down and 
1 Wh, a Salden i which that brutiſn ty- 
n dam 
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eElry by the t Carre his maſter, whoſe crown and 


» 

- 4 1 1 4 

— : LOT — —¼ 11908 . < ma ee WI 
— 


4 9 4 * * CNY 
\ — 65 N 0 0 „ 
„j / 7, AS 9 
* ä * 5 and th 4 7 
R WI OY 5 ; hs DP 1 9 L 
1 RT 0 IN —_— ; 
. * 1 * N * LEN RE) 1 
- Be, SIT, 
1 


* 5 > "Ly, N mw 7 wh RET. . * 
— - I - $5 5 F * * . * x 2 4 5 0 i as 
"v7 4 RH ©% : þ N ö 5 g | 
* 0 * - IS * a 
N 8 : I N ” * . - 
2 F : « : = 2 wy 1 — 7 
9 x / #2 : : 4 > F Mo) : , Si] 
„ „ 3 2. af "Ws 8 , : FLEE Woe 
8 0 1 þ : . 5 , 
c A. +" + 1 pot {ys % 14. ; 
k 2 x © no ; * 
1 I ' F 0 


— 1 * " 4 FR Ah 9 Ke FY Lats: * y „ * N 
* - , 4 A * aer 8 vs 4 * A n 
FFT AA . ̃ u.. AA I TOY ö 
2 4 | $5 * ORE 8 0 n 
c . þ PT. OS g 8 on Er (EF * Fe 
9 


4 N 0 2 * $44 6 1h . 4 ig 8 1 g 5 1 8 * Ig * * 
25 We % l Sf 1 | & 4&4 21 * ? . t - 2 5 . 4% 8 | 4 4 93 bs 2 0 4 * a ; 
755 Nehiichadnezer had ſet up in the plains of Ba. 
i | p S 


The prophets of the Lord, of whom the viyl 


8 worthy, as it 15 expreſſed Heb. l. 38. were 


und and impriſoned, the) were fonrd; and fawn 


efunder, tempted and ſlain” with the ſword ; they 


t . mee 1 73 N 1 2 
 ufage wicked men eould think of, becauſe. they 


wandred about in Leb bin and goof he, bein 
deflitute, afflied and tormented ; they winded In 
deſerts, and in mountains, and in devs, and eaves of 


. In ſhotf, they fuffered all the crael 


freely, and in obedience to a divine command, 
reproved the fins of the times in which they li- 


4 ved, and faithfully denounced the judgments of 
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yen again RE the Ielgring impletles, 1 
John Baptiſ was committed to priſon, and had 
his head ſtruck off, for reproving Herod's inteſtu- 
adultery, with his brothers wife, Mark 


pe h . 


VI. I )) 6 12-099 SO é 
ee and afflictions are the ſate marks 
of God's dilpleaſure, the holy apoſtles had the 
largeſt thare of judgments of aby men then living), 
they were perſecuted, afflicted, and tormented; = 
they were treated as enemies to mankind; and 
plagues to ſociety, whitherſoever they went, as 
, 
And we need not wonder it fared: o with 
them; for our bleſſed Lord and Sayiour, that di- 
vine perſon, the moſt perfect pattern of every 
virtue and perfection ever this world beheld, whoſe 
realfarach | 


teal Character infinitely 1 ths beſt imagi- 
Hary 9 5 that ever the moſt 


Character that ever the molt lively My 
Conceived or deſcribed; he, I ſay, was as miſe- 


Fable in this world as poverty and contempt, c4- 
umny and reproach, barbarity and eruelty oo 
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E 3 a3 ves a 71a)! of ſorrows and ac | 
Dc | 

to ont * 1 be wg ered death; attended with al 4 Yo 
j 


orlaken, by his friends; 200 
the akgravating circumſtances of pain and igno- 
ming, that cruelty could en my infli r h 
» other reaſon but his unparallelled love be th & to, 
the ſouls, and bodies of men, which he evi ently g 
! "a ever y word he ſpake, and every ac: 


"Fats | 
Tell us 13 yo. 12 pretend to read the malt | 
ſterious lines Providence, to direct the c 4 

Sof the Almighty, 12 ranſack fs Fel rt of | 
vine, ; 6 hat and. ſcatter. his judgments't bio? 
ne land; ye who ES and the. deff n of vey 
affliction, and are fo profoundly skilled in 5. 
? on of crimes and ID : Tell us 


y) if - what was it in theſe holy a 
good. mens conduct, that deſerved ſuch ſevere and 
ible judgments ? wy 


tergib 
I Theſe inftances of the beſt of men, Who Have 
ered the rene calamities, may ſerve to ſhew 
the raſhneſs of applying God's. judgments to one A 
another, and to check that wicked and fooliſh hu- | |} 
mour of turning every misfortune into a judg- 1 
ment: For whether people of this way of e 
ſee it or not, the neceſſary conſequence of ſuch 
manner of judging muſt be, that we, in effect, 
juſtify all the reproach, pe rlecution, barbari ty, 
and oppreſſion: that ever the beſt inen in the world, 
the prophets, apoſtles, an ol ſuffered. fot 
the ſake of truth and right, and even the inju. 
ious treatment of the 3 of God himſelf, ak 

7 


us it were, — for 190 who, in their helti 
rage, 
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„ 
160. SER MON IX. : 
rage, cried out, Crucify bim, corueify bim: For if 
ee allow this manner of judging to be juſt in any 
one caſe, except the declared inſtances in facred* 
writ, we can give no ſufficient reaſon why it 
mould not as well hold in another, and even in 
theſe inſtances we have been ſpeaking of. 
What has been ſaid ro ſhow the folly of aſcrib- 
ing temporal afflictions to any particular crimes;* 
or of turning every misfortune into a mark of 
he divine diſpleaſure, will hold not only in re- 
pect of particular perſons, but may, with equal 
Juftice and reaſon, be applied to nations, empires, 
Kingdoms, ſtates ahd communities. 4 2995 240 oy 8 | 
The AHriam do not ſeem to have been a' whit 
leſs righteous than the Perſians; who'deſtroyed their 
| empire. Nor were the Perſiant more wicked than 
| he Macedonians, by whom they were ſubdued: 
4 The Macedonians fulfilled their courſe, and yield - 
ed to the Roman arms, who heaped victory on 
victory, and ſubdued far and wide Kingdoms 
and commonwealths, though not more righteous 
than the people God delivered into their hands, : 
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and at laſt yielded in a great meaſure to the com- 
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mon fate of kingdom. 

F. The folly and raſhneſs of this humour of 

turning every misfortune into a judgment will 
further appear, if we conſider, that it is ĩmpof- 
ſible for us to know with certainty what are 
_ | evils, and what are bleſſings. We are by no means 
competent Judges how far this or that' ſeeming 

| evil, which afflicts our neighbour, may "really 

deſerve that name. And that for theſe” two 
© (which ſeem to me very good) reaſons, vi. 
I. Miſery is not to be meaſured ſo much from 
the nature of the evil that ſeems to be _—_— 
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n, Luke viii. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5. 160 
as from the temper of the perſon that ſuffers. 
2. We cannot always fee into the effects and 
conſequences of the things that befal ourſelves o 
J... ERS IEEE 
1. Miſery (I ſay) is not to be meaſured fo much 
from the nature of the evil that ſeems to be in- 
flicted, as from the temper of the perſon who ſuf - 
Now there is none beſides the ſuprenie, all- 
knowing Being, the God of the Spirits, of all fleſh,” 1] 
who made man, and therefore knowerh his heart. 
that can judge with certainty in all caſes, how 
an event will affect or ſuit the teinper of the pen 
ſon into whoſe lot it falls. *Tis in vain for its 
pretend to know the inward diſpoſition or tem- > 
per of our neighbour's mind, any farther than hs '}* 
diſcovers it to us by bis Words and Actions, or 
ſome other ſigns by which narure' or cuſtom has 
taught tnen to expreſs their paſſions and affecti?:-?. 


ris. This is the only rule by which we can 
— Know how any event affects or ſuits 2 man's tem- 
er, ſuppoſing him always to act ſincerely and 4 
Honeſtly ; and by this tule we judge 4 man to be 2 
happy or miſerable, pleaſed or pained, in pro: 
portion t6 the degrees of ſatisfaCtion or uneaſi- 
# aefs which he diſcovers by one or more of theſe 
Oe mT Tor 
Let us apply this rule, and we'll find in our 
daily experience, that there is not any one thing 
pethaps that will affect any two perſons the fame. 
Way, and in the ſame degree, mens minds differ | _ 
| Ing from one another as much as their fas. e 
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venues, or ſplehdid equipage; abhors flattery, de- 
ſpiſes ſcorn and frotyns, and pleaſes himſelt with 
doing gobd and tight things, without ſuch a re- 


gard to the good or bad opinion, the approbati- 
on or benſure, the raillery or the huzzas of the 
gidg crowd. One man is afraid of one kind of 

cath; another man trembles at the thoughts of 


another Kind, and a third; ſincs death is unavoid- 


able, is careleſs in what ſhape it comes, and looks 
upon all the different manners of dying as but 


inconſiderable circumſtances. In a word, it is 


wonderful to conſider how differently the ſame 


things affect different perſons, according to their 
ſeveral humours and diſpoſitions; and it is im- 


poſſible; as it would be endleſs to enumerate 
tlle many fantaſtical dene that pleaſe, and 
the as many imaginary afffictions that 'difturb 
7 1 5 the fooliſh and ſinful poſterity of 
„ „„ Ei oe indi a 
«But, on the other band, by a very ſmall ac 
quititicance with the world, we may eaſily dif: 
cover. that ſeveral bleſſings degenerate into ca- 


- 


- Uiniities; and on the contrary, ſeveral calami- 


ties improve into bleſſings, according as they | 
fall Into the poſſeſſion of wiſe or footiſh men. 
Thus, one would think bleſlings moſt likely to 


be found in large and rich cities, in magnifſcent 
palaces and ſplendid courts; but experience tells 
uss, that inſtead of the bleflings we looked for, there 


is freqtiently nothing to de kound in theſe pla- 
ces, but ene ad ſtrife, hatred and avimoſity,. 
repining and uneaſineſs, and other the molt bit- 


WE - ' C act: | 3 , + 44.4 44 + aa 2664034 -: 
tet _calamiries 3.whereas content and cheerfulneſs, 


pete and friendſhip, health and innocence, with. 
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| curſe, and this world a place of torment; theſe 

. (1 fay) and other the moſt ſubſtancial bleſlings 
are to be met with. in cottages, ſhades and ſoli- 
tudes, where we would perhaps leaſt expect them. 

| Now whence comes all this? Surely tis not the 
places, but the different tempers add. diſpoſitions 

of the inhabitants, that occaſion ſo wide a diffe- 

rence in their conditions as to happineſs and mi- 


ſery, calamities and bleſſings... Fe Ps ee eee I 
Power that charming and ſweet thing has often 
ſo much infolence, unpatience and cruelty cleav-. 
ing to it, and tempts that man that has nat the 
heart and ſenſe to uſe, it aright, ro commit Tuch, 
wild extravagancies, that it really becomes ma- 
\ * Ny times the greateſt of misfortunes to the pet, 
| ſon on whom it is conferred, The ory of Ha. 
nan affords us à very lively inſtance of this fort, 
as we have it Eber v. 11, 12, 13. Haman having 
call'd for his friends on purpoſe, told 11 the 1 
glory of bis riches, and.the multitude of this childpon, | * 
and all the things wherein the king had promoted Ein, 
BD a — | ; KEEP 8: , 30-$1 
dAud how he bad advanced bim 1. 75 tt 
ſervants of the-king. Tea (lays be) Elther the queen. | 
did let no man come in with, the king unto the Ban. . 


to the greateſt grandeur, power, and favour wit 


ceive greater demonſtrations of it ; every next 1 
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| . 0 'bow ridiculous, how contemptible and miſerable, 
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makes it the moſt uncomfortable and painful 
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| Few fitting in the Kim gate, who flood 10 up or ; 


moved: for bim, verſe 9. As if he had ſaid, The | 


1 _. the world bow, and in which a great part of 


_ | very. ſight of that wretch gives me greater pain 
_ and uneaſineſs than all my grandeur, power and 
favour with the king gives me pleaſure or delight; 
it imbitters all my bappineſs, it robs me of my 
. eaſe, and makes me mad to think, that ſuch an 

one dares refuſe to pay that reverence and reſpe& 
which is due to my greatneſs. And he carried 
his pitiful reſentment and ſordid revenge to ſuch 

" a height, that nothing could bring eaſe to his 
mind, but the thoughts of having this poor man 
Aordecai hanged on a gallows; as he had former - 
Ivy, for the very ſame reaſon, procured a royal de- 
 cree to deſtroy and put to death all the Jews that 

| ſhould be found within king Ahaſuerus his domi- 
nions upon a certain day. Words cannot expreſs 


power wakes the man poſſeſſed: with it, when 


attended with ſo much inſolence and ſo much 
But to proceed, youth that great bleſſing, or, 
At leaſt, ſo reckoned, I believe by all that have 
paſſed that beautiful and pleaſant age, often has 
Aiſtempers growing about it worſe than the in- 
flixmities of old age, and frequently tranſmits no- 
Iibing to later and more advanced years, but 
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j. © the.decayed relicts of a ſinner -waſted and worn 


Wealth, that great idol to which almoſt all 


out by intemperance and debauchery. 


mankind ſeem to place their chief happineſs, is 
often attended with ſuch 4 ſordid avarice as ® 


* "of 


kind of poverty. The immoderate deſire 6! in- 
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common; Ibere is an evil, ſays he, which Thaveiſeen 
wider: the ſun, and it is common among men, a man 
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cteaſing his eſtate, [the æeſtleſa Anxiety in keeping 
' Feave. the coyeroys owner of alk true comfort an 
fatisfaQzon in the enjoyment of what he poſſef 
ſes; they diſturb his quiet hy day, and break bis 
re by Night; This: ꝑrievous plague, 22S) 11gmany 
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cuſtomed; eloquence, Ecclzſ. v. 12 43, J. r 

alnndange-of'-the rich will not ſi ufer - him te ep. 

E bere is a ſore evil which: I haue ſeen, Tay he, 
for the ame 


under the; fun, namely, riches Eeept e 
thereof to their hurt. All his days. alſo he eateth in 


| darkneſs, and be hath much ſorrow and wrath with 


bis ſelneſi. Chap. vi. 1, 2. he tells us, tliat he bad 
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obſerved this miſchief or calamity- to be very 


io wbem Cod bath given riches, wealth and bonbour, 


Jo that be wanteth nothing for bis ſoul af all tba » $ + 
he deſeth, yet God giueth . bam } nat. power 10 tat l 5 
thereof, but a ſtranger eateth it ; this is vanity, and &. 
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1 ell drt. 
As theſe inſtances prove, that ſeveral blef- 


_ fings,when: beſtowed-upon fooliſh men, degenerate 


into calamities; ſo on the contrary, - calamities 


and misfortunes improve into the moſt ſubſtan 


tial bleſbngs, when they fall into the poſſeſſion 


of wiſe and good men. Thus poverty is often 
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tious by-fortitude, calumny and ſiander defeat- 


ed and diſappointed by contempt, and deformi- 


ty beautified with vertue, Thus every Fand bs 
8:20 


man endeavours; and reckons it his duty, 1 e | 
uſe all the calamities and diſtreſſes he meets with | 
In this world, that he may thereby» de Pnabled to 


. 
5 


5 


. 5 A , 
rovę 4 
= 7 
0 p 2 } "DP * 
92 1 ;. 7,40. 
* : | pe 7 
| * 
. 70 a PHF 4 


©, © % 


of ig ah. 


been 775 
went %%% but now 
The apoſtle to the 

Formation and improvement: wa 1 te 
n of all the calamities 
His, gopd and. ki 


9945 
FEED 0 Bo: 60 


ark bis le 
7 65 5 to be. 

46 afterward, A * 
— ns 122 tþ 


1 P20. od. corre 50h Saf 
v. $4.8 456 c 

from what; 
15 at 28. 5 W 


_ 


71 #4: 


4 


2 5 1 to. leg t 2 3 
ebrews Hat qur re- 


c e reſſes v oh whe 3 
pron jancs Js Is. 28 


they have this upo 
10, 1 te, ap 1 LE 


mi br : 

19 1 
e 75 

* 0 77 775 i 
ee 60 ther 

8 75 25 truly.1 5 0 5 


is 


| te * ry * 4 8 
h: bas 2 — 9 4 
\ 


M deg recs. fall 0 


55 ber e 1904 upon WiC 
degenerate into > emis 


” B Je t 5 45 1705 bs. .upple af: at 


ſoil, and enriched, by 
8 come in LS fo 200 4 
ae us 15 es 
they, into. 8 
f 1 5 2 EN 
5 appineſs and — 
iſure 


om the and 
. e 


mmm e 
* — 2 Jy G. ** * 


9 , * * R 8 a 18 
0 " EY 7m N „ f : » x FY Ms a. ar Des * 
* 3 ** F 2 * f i fl : o . 4 7 . : Foy 46h F . 2 #3; uae ht 5 N 
2 v N +5. Gs P * * * FD Sy 74% 4. WEL . 0 4 11 * 6 * AA _ 4 7 * N . 9 * Po 22 
- N 7 N 1 9 42 2 ”Y % * 7 A 1 VE ET NT < N 
: ; ; TE 5 * eee R % n f I's. + L 
f ö : 3 "= „ 8 ; ; N 
« - p { F ; 
. 4 ” 7 
* an % 5 g 12 
« i 4 5 
- * * 
4 4 
5 4 +. 4 t * * 
4 - 
" * "4 - PR 
+74 * - * 2 13 4 * . . . , 


Ae fiion of the poſſeſſors, as well as from the 
 pature of the good that ſeems to be beſtowed, 
or of the evil that ſeems to be inflicted. It is 
for this reaſon impoſſible for us to know what 
are calamities, and what are bleſſings; and we 
ate by no means competent judges how far this 
or that feeming evil which afflicts our neigh- _ 
bour, may deſerve this name. 
Out ff and great miſtake in this matter, is, 
that, by a common but very deceitful rule, we 
judge of other mens terapers by our own, and = 
would have all the world reduced to our ftan- 
dard.. We are ſowr and peeviſh perhaps, grieved 
and provoked by eyery trifle; and therefore we 
are fooliſh enough to think, that every body 
elſe is fo too. What occaſions pleaſure or pain, 
fatisfaQtion or uneaſineſs to us, ſhould (we ima- - 
gine) affect others in the ſame manner. What 
e would be ſo fooliſh perhaps ta reckon a judg- 


. 


ment upon ourſelves, we reckon a judgment up- 
on our 'neighbour. But all that has been ſaid 
above contradicts this rule of judging 
. Another reaſon why we cannot know what 
may prove a calamity, or a bleſſing to any one, 
is, We cannot ſee into the effects or conſequences 
of the things that befal ourſelves or others. Ma- 
ny accidents have paſled for misfertunes, which 
have turned to the welfare and proſperity of the 
perſon in whoſe lot they have fallen; and that 
by ways and means which we could never dream 
of till they happened. And on the contrary, ma- 
ny things have paſſed for bleſſings which in the 
e event have become very diſmal calamities. © * | 
© +4 To turn our thoughts again to the ftory of 
| Joſeph 3 who would not have thought Joſeph the 
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55 on Luke Kili. 1, f, 3,445 166 
moſt miſerable. and misfortunate perſon in the 
world, when his brethren were conſpiring; his 

Death, or when he was buried in à noiſom dun- 
geon, or when he was ſold to Egyptian ſlavery? 
Would we not have been ready to conclude, that 
the judgments of God would not ſuffer him to 
eſcape, when, after Potiphar had made him over- 
ſeer over a his bouſe and fortune began, as it 
were, to ſmile upon him, he was committed to 
fed upon a falſe accuſation brought againſt 


him by his miſtreſs, and was there detained. more 
than two years. without any Penne of be- 
ing :releaſed ? But let us Jool 4 little. further, | 
| and well ſee how, by q very {ſtrange accident, he 
as not only brought out of priſon, but adyan- 
cel to the higheſt poſt in the kingdom of nh n 
made prime tniniſter to Pharaoh. Read the happy 
end and effects of 1 misfortunes, Gen. xh. 
40, 4. 45 Now Jaſepb is unhappy no more, 
and he lived in great glory and ſplendor to his 
„„ 
y way to honour, and ſlavery the 2 to 


greatneſs. Tell then upon the whole, wheth 
was Jaſepb an happy or a misfortunate man? 

| Whether was he an object of heaven's favour or 
W.  batred, approbation or diſplealure? 

we might mention the examples of David, Mor- 
j dqecaz, and many others, to the ſame purpoſe; 

but we ſhall only ſpeak of that of the apoſtle 
Faul, an inſtance the ffioſt appoſite that can be to 

our preſent deſign, as we have it, As Aviii. 
| 3---6, where we find that the ſuperſtitious inha- „ 
| bitants of Melita raſhly interpreted an accident 
dat befel the apoſtle as a judgment, and the 
kirent proved to their own conviction, that they fg 
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edi gange; The pala e runs thus 


8 ben Paul ha x! jp arte a Sn 2 pr of and laid 
| Ont 1 the beat | 


pirates to libe. be ſhook off the beaſt into 


9 15 e, und felt 10 4 hom, bowbeit they looked when 


ld 7 | "and , allen, down dead r d 
3550 1% 4 great while, an 
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forck 


Aus nor , 


affords'us, 'for the cettainfy of a future Fate { 0 


1 0 diſtributſon of good and evil in. this life. 


t has always been obſerved from. the begin- 


Hf the World to this very day, that the 
ogds of fortune, and external happineſs in this 
fte do not Always accompany wiſdom and vir- 
tue Atleitbet are the wicked Iways. miſerable ii 
this World. "Now when the bol of man obſerves 


: All Bauman affairs involved in ſuch feeming* con- 
 fifisn, Mine Ne ſerves the promiſcuous and un- 
80 riburion of. good:: and evil In this : 


Wer we 3 eaſily from thence concludes, 
That hin Happineſs and human, miſery do not 
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Tewgrds: and pupiſhments, 1 mean that argument = 
Whict'is-raken from rhe confideration of the un- 
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. „uke 2. 1 45 2, 3 45 Fo EE 
3 and: that they: are not 2 placed in 
the poſſalling' or wanting the hanours, Profits r 
pleaſures of this n 16h employ the 
thoughts and: cares of vain mortals: For if this 
was the caſe;:?tis mot to be: ſuppoſed, that the 
. deu Governour and moſt righteous Judge of 
the world, ho appears infinitely wiſe and good 
. ee is not to be ſuppoſed :I ſay 
that he) would fuffer ſo great confulion; aw that 
virtuous perſons ſhould- be oftetr unhappy, and 
Vicious perſons often proſperous, it being the 
voice of 9 this eoies: of man, and the voice 
of univerſal mature, that it ould fare well with 
the good and-righteous, and that it flrould fare 
ill wich the wicked; and that there muſt the 
ſomething ſtill rematning © there muſt neceſſari- 
iy be a Kate of recompence, of rewards: and * 
niſhments i in another life. 
Thus the ſoul of man is taught by the vieu/ of 
chis preſent ſtate of things, as well as by the chri- 
Ran revelation, which bath brought life and immor- 
tality to light, to expect a future ſtate wherein:dwel- 
Jeth righteouſneſs, vid in which the laws of ju- 
ice and equity ſnall be for ever kept ted. 2 
Ibis is the ground of the chriſtian 's preſent com- 
fort, and the foundation of his future hope. But 
the man who applies the judgments of God: to 
Sthers, and interprets misfortunes as. marks of 
| God's 'difpleaſare,” weakens, if not deſtroys 'this 
plain argument for a ſtate of retribution; by ſab- 
Fernitz and undermining the foundation on which 


it is built: For this argument (you ſee) is found- g _ 


ed upon the ſuppoſed* Unequal d kribution of good 
and ri in this World: But if all calamit ies are 
ee by heaven is pauilhmente and "IN: 
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ments, and if every particular crime is puniſned | 
by a temporal judgment in this life, then good 
and evil are equally, diſtributed. Uabelievers 
will thank us for the conceſſion, and make the 
inference for us, then (ſay they) there is no need 
for. a future ſtate of recompence, this life is not 
to be looked upon any more as a. ſtare of trial, 
but as a ſtate of final retribution, and it will ter- 
to ſay, that though ſome calamities and misfor- 
tunes are judgments, and extraordinary marks of 
God's diſpleaſure, yet all calamities are not fo; 
for if we aſcribe a temporal judgment. to any 
one crime, or allow this manner of judging up: 
on misfortunes to be juſt in any one caſe, except 
the declared inſtances in ſacred writ, we can 
give no ſufficient reaſon why it ſhould not a8 
- well hold in every other caſe, and why eyery 
crime ſhould not be puniſhed by a particular zudg- 
ment, and then the former concluſion will.follpyr. 
It were much to he wiſhed, that people wonla 
learn modeſty, and never go out of their depth in 


D 


matters of religion, and reſt ſatisfied with that 
revelation God has made of his will in the boly 
ſcriptures. But not content with that, the will 
de pretending to new revelatians; they will be 
prying into the ſecrets of the Almighty, and 4 & 
Gening ſuch ends and motives for his good and wiſe 
_diſpenſations as pleaſe their awn humours, Ichue 
many naiſy. devotees, by their ſuperſtitious and 
|. ,nconſiſtent notions of God and religion, weaken 
* the cauſe they pretend to defend, and do more 


1 od 1 


® [harm than ſervice to religion: And it is well if by 
” * their impradenceand indiſeretion, in many inſtag · 
ee, and particularly in this of applying God's 
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number of unbelievers than perhaps any CY 4 
elſe i in the world. | SHY TMR A 
7. The unreaſonable folly and raſhneſs'of men g 
in applying the judgments of God to one au 
ther, and in turning misfortunes into puniſhmebts. 
„„ of particular crimes, will further appear if we 9 
cConſider, that all the afflictions and calamities 
that befal men in this world, may be acrounteck 
for another way. What need is thete then 3 15 
recourſe to extraordinary and ſupernatural'y 36s 
ments to acrount for them? All the: miſery AE — 
affliction that men ſuffer in this world happens, "1 
I. Either by the malice and injury others; „ 
as oppretſion, Ferſeeution, calumny, and the like. * 9 
r, 2. By our own misbehaviour; error or im- 
prudence ; and thus may be accounted for a great 
many diſappointments, croſſes and loffes we ſu- 
tain, and are apt toreckon very great afflictions 
23 Or they ar 1 fl he A _ lot” of hu- 
man nature; fuel 48 fie And pains, diſeaſes 
| and death, © F530 F | 
BEER. "The are 1 dane 85 S and confſe- 
quences of ſi in. Thus many ſins axe ſins 8 . 
„ in regard they impzir our health, |} 
8 F-eoultirution; others tend to te 
| raining of our eſtates, and all to: the difquieting 
of our minds. Theſe are the ordinary ways 'm 
Which the providence of 9 Paley: men for 5 
, their wickędneſs. ET 5 
1 might further expoſe: mis! humour oh. wt > 
misfortunes into judgments, by pointing out the 
cauſes from which it proceeds, ſuch às pride and 5 
[ra Som ſelF-conceit;*from Pg from 
mali Malice, from vain curiolity. 5 MT 
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encourage N and others 

; compaſſion and ſympathy: 
all acheraild: and good - natured diſpoſitioh: 
Sindesz and 10 fülle all mapner of malice; pride 
* and-uncharitablenef;:and the like which tend to 
maketus run into this Tae 88 


9 Let = dofrins e-imp 


— 


| © to: makeithat als of theid' hu” Pore e 
which out Saviour requires in the Werds imttieck!⸗ 
| ately following my were b eck 5 1 


5 | al Likewiſe . * „nba! 


* F « * 
, : F r y * 7 87 
55 4 * 80 2 ; 3 * 5 - -, 14 IF" . þ 4 * f * 1575 "A 4 4 & 


ae 34445 45 
} 5 


